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Michelle Kwan, left, saver medalist, congratulating Tara UptasU on 
her winning performance Friday. Lu Chen of China took the bronze. 


LipinskVs Ode to Joy 

U.S. Star Makes Olympic History at Age 15 


By Amy Shipley 

Washington Post Service 


NAGANO, Japan — A 15 -year- 
old girl wearing blue sequins, infec- 
tious smiles and ice skates took a 
sport that lately has been criticized for 
its predictability and carried it to the 
heights of competition. 

Tara Lip inski became the youngest 
Olympic gold medalist in figure-skat- 
ing history Friday night, using a joy- 
ful performance to score an upset of 
her compatriot Michelle Kwan, who 
won the silver, at . the White Ring 
arena. 

In a women's singles competition 
defined by drama and good sports- 
manship rather than by predetermined 
outcomes or controversy, it was fit- 
ting that all three medalists — in- 


cluding Lu Chen of China, ihc sur- 
prise winner of the bronze — were 
overcome with emotion and wept as 
they took their bows. 

Upinski, two months younger than 
Sonja Henie was when she won the 
Olympic gold medal in 1928 at 15 
years and 10 months, took off running 
elatedly after striking the finishing 
pose in her program. Upinski also 
grabbed her head, stomped a foot and 
shook her fists as flowers and stuffed 
animals from the crowd rained on the 
ice. 

“I went out and had a great time," 
Lipinski said. "I didn't think about 
winning. 1 didn't think about beating 
anybody. I didn ' t want to come off the 
ice disappointed. I was so relieved to 


See GAMES. Page 20 


Annan Is ‘Reasonably Optimistic’ 


UN Chief in Baghdad 
For Last-Ditch Talks , 
Beginning With Aziz 


fi •rviinl h, i.ha %LC!fn-ni [•: yjtrhn 

BAGHDAD — Kofi Annan, the United Nations 
secretary-general, flew into Baghdad on Friday and 
said that he had a •'sacred duty" to try to defuse Iraq’s 
standoff with the UN over weapons inspection. 

Mr. Annan faced the task of persuading Iraq to give 
UN inspectors enough freedom to satisfy the demands 
of the international community and so avert an on- 
slaught from the biggest U.S. strike force assembled 
since the Gulf War against Iraq in 1991. 

A spokesman for the secretary-general said that Mr. 


For the Arab world, talk of "collateral damage 1 
sums up the poverty of ILS. policy. Page 7. 


Sinn Fein Is Suspended 
From Talks for 2 Weeks 

Adams Urges Calm After BritishArish Move 


Annan had been encouraged by Iraq's cooperation 
with a UN technical team that mapped eight so-called 
presidential sites earlier this week. 

"The secretary -general sees the level of cooper- 
ation that the government gave to the technical team as 
significant, so in a sense we are off to a good start,” 
said the spokesman, Fred Eckhnrd. 

Mr. Annan was met at Baghdad's Saddam Inter- 
national Airport by the deputy prime minister, Tariq Aziz, 
and the foreign minister, Mohammed Said Sahhaf. 

"I hope 1 will leave Baghdad with a package that 
will be acceptable to all," Mr. Annan said. "I’m 
reasonably optimistic that we will find a peaceful 
solution." 

Mr. Aziz said: "We are going to enter into con- 
structive discussions about the current situation and I 
share the optimism of the secretary -general about the 
outcome. 

"Iraq wants a balanced and fair solution that pre- 
serves the sovereignty, dignity and national security of 
Iraq as well as the implementation of UN resolu- 
tions." 

A UN official in Baghdad said that Mr. Annan 
would begin talks with Mr. Aziz on Saturday morning 
and that an appointment with President Saddam Hus- 
sein would be scheduled if the initial meetings went 
well. 

While Mr. Annan's advance team and other UN 
officials assume such a meeting will take place, they 
are being cautious about details. 

Changing his plans to leave Sunday night, Mr. 
Annan will stay until Monday to discuss Iraq’s oil-for- 
food deal with the UN, a spokesman said. 

Also Friday, Secretary of Suite Madeleine Albright 
advised the famil ies of U.S. officials to leave Israel and 
Kuwait which might be targets for reprisals by Iraq 
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Kofi Annan, head of the UN. being greeted Friday in Baghdad by Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz. 


The United States has not received "intelligence of 

1 by Iraq 


By James F. Clarity 

New York Tunes Service 


DUBLIN — The Irish Republic' and 
Britain on Friday suspended Sinn Fein, 


the political wing of the Irish Repub- 
Ireland 


mm- * 

ilWriard'** 

H minwm v . *.!*■> 
I'uddini*'’*"* 

frJ-L- 

... 

- : 

\ 

■ 




if'"'”- 


3 ’i 1 ' ■ 


vWr : - . 


;±._.-= ... 




r-av 

.. «£f** 

iCr ' ^ - 



•« • • “■* 

•*.: '• • 


pfgr.or :c-y 



lican Army, from the Northern 
peace talks. 

The two governments, sponsors of 
the talks, in an obvious move to fend off 
violent reactions to/ their decision 
among Roman Catholics in the British 
province of Northern Ireland, said the 
suspension would last only until March 
9. The talks will proceed Monday in 
Belfast without Sinn Fein. 

Gerry Adams, Sinn Fein’s leader, 
called for rjilm among his supporters. 

The decision came despite Sinn 
Fein’s insistence, in a court action in 
Dublin, that they were being unjustly 
treated — that the governments faded to 
prove their charge that die IRA had been 
responsible for the killing of two ci- 
vilians in Belfast last week. 


* ‘They're out,” said Tim Pat Coogan. 
author of several standard works on the 
IRA, adding, in a reference to Mr. 
Adams that “until they get back, the 
peace process will not only not be Ham- 
let without the prince, it will be Hamlet 
without Shakespeare. This hasn't 
helped the peace process, but I don't 
think it will kill it/' 

The expulsion of Sinn Fein produced 
a political theater of the absurd. 

The spectacle recalled a television 
sitcom, now being shown in Ireland, in 
which a visiting British colonial official 
at the turn of the century is repeatedly 
baffled by the polite but deviously clev- . 
er Irish. 

In the current peace talks scenario, 
the hero of the sitcom is played by Mr. 
Adams. The English official is Mo 
Mowlam, die British secretary for 
Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Adams, who bad been expecting 


an imminent threat” against Kuwait or Israel by Iraq 
but is advising Americans to leave to ease their “anxi- 
eties,” said the State Department spokesman, James 
Rubin. 

He said there was only a remote possibility that Iraq 
would react to U.S. bombing by attacking Israel or 
Kuwait 

Mr. Annan continues to say that he is guardedly 


See IRAQ, Page 7 


Tokyo’s Stimulus Plan Falls Flat 

‘A Lot of False Hopes’ in Trying to Revive Economy 


By Sheryl WuDunn 

New KM Times Scnit c 


TOKYO — Japan’s governing party announced 
Friday a series of economic measures aimed at 
bolstering Asian economies, but it failed to take the 
dramatic steps to energize its domestic economic 
growth that the United States and other countries 
had urged. 

Analysts said the actions would provide a modest 
lift for Asia, but many said they fell short of what 
was needed at home. Japan’s reluctance to stimulate 
domestic demand could cause an awkward con- 
frontation with the United States and other nations. 
Investors and financiers had in recent weeks been 
hoping the government would pour more money into 
programs that would enliven the Japanese economy, 
but they were disappointed when the package did not 
include major outlays. 

The only significant economic support was in the 
form of $2.36 billion in emergency loans to Asian 
economies, a move that seemed aimed at answering 
criticism that Japan had not been doing enough to 
help out its neighbors. 

"People were just hoping against hope that they 


would throw in a bone," said Peter Morgan, an 
economist at HSBC Securities Japan Ltd. "There 
were a lot of false hopes." 

American officials have been particularly critical 
of Japan's reluctance to take more aggressive steps 
to stimulate its economy, and on Thursday, Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin suggested that tax cuts 
should be considered in Japan. The government here 


Japan could get a chilly reception at the Group 
of Seven meeting this weekend. Page 9. 


has already announced a one-time income tax cm 
worth $ 1 5.7 billion, but there have been calls for that 
to be extended on a more permanent basis. 

Finance ministers from the Group of Seven are 
meeting this weekend in London, and the stagnant 
Japanese economy is likely to be a major topic of 
discussion. 

Plagued by economic stagnation, a banking crisis 
and a series of corruption scandals. Japan is trying to 
push its economy forward, while spending as little 


See JAPAN. Page 5 


Experts Invited by Iraq Back UN Claims on Weapons 


By R. Jeffrey Smith 

Washington Past Sen-ice 


WASHINGTON — Two groups of experts from 
rune countries have endorsed recent claims by the 
United Nations that Iraq could have a clandestine 
stockpile of deadly chemical arms and has not met key 
requirements for disclosing all data on its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

The- experts reached their conclusions after holding 
seminars in Baghdad earlier this month at the request of 


the Iraqi government, which apparently expected that 

riaims to have eliminated 


See ULSTER, Page 7 


the panelists would endorse its claims to r 
all its chemical arms and ballistic missile warheads. 


Instead, the panelists have lent fresh support to the 
notion that the task of inspecting and eliminating Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction is far from over. That 
contention has formed the backbone of U.S. and allied 
demands that Iraq allow unfettered access to UN 
inspectors, as provided for in a 1991 resolution by die 
Security Council, a demand that Iraq is refusing to 
meet. 

The paaels did two things, said Charles Duetfer. 
deputy chairman of the UN Special Commission for 
the arms inspections. They demonstrated to a wide 
range of international experts the depth and seri- 
ousness of the problems that remain to be resolved. 
Secondly, during the course of the work in Baghdad, 


there were some new questions raised about the in- 
formation that Iraq has already provided. 

He explained that in particular, "there is more 
uncertainty now about the quantity and disposition" 
of the missile warheads Iraq made to carry poison 
gases and germ weapons. 

One of the panels was convened to assess an Iraqi 
claim that its scientists never produced a large quantity 
of the nerve agent VX because of technical difficulties 
at its poison gas factories. In its report, which was sent 
‘Thursday to the Security Council, the panel called the 
Iraqi claim “not credible” and without "technical 


See WEAPONS, Page 7 


White House Hazard: Huge Legal Bills 

Some Aides Find Working for the Clintons Is an Expensive Proposition 


By Adam Nagoumey 

New York Times Service 


N--t* 



WASHINGTON — Margaret Willi- 
ams, die former chief of start to Hillary 
Rodham Clinion, says she avoids reading 
the news from Washington these days. 
Every time Ms. Williams, who is 
ing to live unnoticed in Paris, learns 
another White House friend going 
before another grand jury, it reminds her 

of what binds her and dozens of other 
CK n t Pn associates to this administra- 
tion: huge legal bills. 

And it is notonly high-level aides like 

Ms. Williams. From presidential coun- 
selors to secretaries, from press officers 
to wine stewards, employees- in the first 
five years of the Clinton White H ouse 
have been overwhelmed with often 
jTmassrve legal bills as they deal with the 
* varied' inquires into die Clintons’ per- 
sonal and business affairs. 


As a result, they have set up legal 
defease funds, borrowed money from 
parents and the White House credit un- 
ion and depleted personal savings ac- 
counts as they try to pay for lawyers to 
represent them. 


Starr's ‘prosecutorial zeal’ 
criticized on two fronts. Page 3. 


is 


President Bill Clinton’s allies an- 
nounced Wednesday that they would 
create a legal defense fired to help the 
first family pay off legal bills that are 
now aonroaching $3.2 million. While 


the announcement served to highlight 
die crushing legal bills associated with 
the long investigations into the Clin- 
tons, the fund will do nothing to help 
dozens of lower-level White House em- 
ployees who have had to testify before 
juries and congressional committees 
looking into the Clintons' personal and 
business dealings since 1993. 

For Ms. Williams, who came into the 
'government from a moderately paying 
post with the Children’s Defense Fond 
in 1993^ that has meant $350,000 in 
legal fees. And she left Washington 


See FEES, Page 7 
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Taiwan Opens Markets to U.S. Goods 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The 
United States and Taiwan have 
reached an agreement that greatly ex- 
pands access to Taiwanese markets for 
American agricultural products, ser- 
vices and industrial goods, the U.S. 
Trade Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky said Friday. 


The accord provides for immediate 
market access and for phased-in com- 
mitments. which are necessary for 
Taiwan’s admission to the World 
Trade Organization. "Additional mul- 
tilateral negotiations will be necessary 
before Taiwan can become a member 
of die WTO," Ms. Barshefsky said. 


Hunger Hormones Feed Hope for a Drug 


Scientists in Texas say they have 
identified two hormones that tell the 
brain ii is hungry and, in the hope of 
finding new weight-loss drugs, have 
begun to look for a substance that can 
block the hormones' activity. 


The hormones, two closely related 
proteins called orexin-A and orexin-B , 
were discovered in rats- but are drought 
to be present in all species. The finding 
may make it possible to design drags 
to treat obesity and anorexia. Page 2. 


Seeking a Remedy for Its Industrial Woes, the Chinese Think Big 


ff-.u 


iiiwr ***** 
*hM?> 


Y/O 






rjl 


£ 4t roe :;V. 

**■* 

ir> rt 


Sj- 


fir 


■ - 

,y' x ' 


Newsstand Prices 


AntJbna_.10.00 FF Lebanon LL3^00| 

AnHles..; 1Z50FF Morocco.-. ....10 Dh 

Cameroor„t.600 CFA Qatar 10.00 OR 

Egypt EE550 Rflunlon — ..-12.50 FF 

fiaice 10.00 FF Saucfi Arabia.. — 10 SR 

Gabon 1.100 CFA Senegal-.— 1-100 CFA 

Italy-.,, ? .ann Lire Spain -225 Ptas 

toy Coast .1.250 CFA Tbn&a 1-250 OJ) 

Jonian , 1 jd UAL ...........10.00 Dh 

Kuwait .700 Ffe UB. MU. (EurQ-.Sl.20 


By Seth Faison 

New York Times Sen-ice 


grounds have the look of a bygone era. Yet this 
company is being celebrated as a model: It was 
recently selected by Beijing as one of six prized 


SHIJIAZHUANG China — Insole an arched companies that the nation’s leaders hope to build 
entranceway to the’ sprawling headquarters of into world-class industrial conglomerates, a proj- 
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North China Pharmaceutical Group, a display of 
oversized photographs points to the political con- 
nections that created and then nourished this dnig- 
making giant for 40 years. 

Deng Xiaoping, the paramount leader who died 
last year, is pictured visiting this gritty redusfriaJ 
city in 1 958, the year the factory opened President 
Jiang Zemin is shown giving his official blessing to 
North Chinain 1991. Despite a disastrous record of 
half-baked industrial programs over the y«ra. 
politics still dominate big business in this coun- 

^North China’s shrine to politics and its dusty 


ect they have made a cornerstone of the nation's 
economic policy. 

Despite the spectacular collapse of Asian econ- 
omies in recent months — including the South 
Korean model that China’s leaders most admired 
— Beijing is pushing forward with a plan to create 
a stable of big conglomerates, handpicked by the 
nation’s leadership, that can compete in the in- 
ternational marketplace. 

Essentially, China’s large industry is trying to 
catch up to a standard that has just proved obsolete. 
But like an ocean liner that cannot stop easily even 
when an iceberg is sighted ahead, China’s policy of 


state-directed growth for large industry appears 
likely to go forward. 

China's leaders are proceeding into the 21st 
century with a plan inspired by die chaebol, the 
South Korean conglomerates that had their heyday 
in die 1980s and earlier in the ’90s. Chinese 
officials were mesmerized by (he way Samsung 
Group and Hyundai Corp. leapfrogged into the 
international 1 marketplace, and they hope Chinese 
conglomerates can do the same- in the coming 

decade. 

They were particularly impressed by the con- 
nections between Sooth Korean businessmen and 
politicians, and maintained that the South Korean 
model, applied to China, would allow the Com- 
munist Party to continue to dominate decision- 
making in the country’s key businesses. 

Some economists argue rhar rhe Asian financial 


crisis is a blessing for China because it has high- 
lighted the dangers of excess debt and overdi- 
versification. Warned by example, leaders 


in 


Beijing are more likely to nurture their own con- 
carefully. 


glomerates more carefully. 

Yet in toe long term, the enmeshing of politics 
and business — so devastating to other Asian 
nations in recent months, and so prevalent in China 


— may spell trouble. When- loans, tax breaks and 

rfoi 


other forms of government support are given on the 
basis of political and personal considerations, as 
they have been for decades in China, structural 
problems are virtually guaranteed. 

“Mixing government and business in China is 
unavoidable at this stage," said Shawn Xti. an 
economist at Merrill Lynch & Co. in Hong Ron** 


See CHINA, Page 5 
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A Revolt in Belgrade; Passengers Vent Anger on the Buses 



By Chris Hedges 

New York Tunes Serv ice 


BELGRADE — Milos Jav&novic, a 
city bos driver, climbed into his worn 


vinyl seat, turned the key to unleash a 
blast of black diesel smoke and glanced 
at the dials on his dashboard, none of 
which worked. He nursed the 17-year- 
old bus into traffic, ignoring a high- 

6 itched squeal from the brakes, and 
egan another day's work, for which he 
would be paid weeks late. 

The bus was packed with people 
clinging to broken handgrips as the 
vehicle lurched from side to side. Sud- 
denly Mr. Javanovic heard a familiar 
argument. 

“1 have no money for bread and you 
want me to pay?" shouted a middle- 
aged woman at a young conductor, who 
seemed to shrink under the onslaught. 
“You want me to give you money fora 
ride on this piece of garbage? 1 ’ 

“Listen, lady!” shouted Mr. Javan- 


ovic, “I have not received my salary 
since December. Just pay the man the 
three dinars” (30 cents). 

“Three dinars for your mother!" the 
woman fired back. 

Die bus erupted in applause and 
cheers. Other passengers also began to 
express their views about Mr. Javan- 
ovic’ s mother. The driver pulled over, 
cat die engine and stepped out for a 
cigarette. When he climbed back 10 
minutes later, there was an uneasy truce. 
But no one paid the fare. 

The long decline of Belgrade's bus 
and tram system reflects a sharp -de- 
terioration in the living standards in 
Serbia and Montenegro, the two re- 
maining republics of Yugoslavia. It also 
illustrates a deep alienation from the 
authoritarian government* of the 
Yugoslav president, Slobodan Milo- 
sevic, who was the president of Serbia. 

Die system, where doors fall off 
moving vehicles and maintenance 
crews cannibalize buses to keep a di- 


minishing fleet of 800 vehicles on die 
road, decided this month that its sorry 
finances might be improved if passen- 
gers paid for the service. 

But the passengers have not proved 
compliant, and there is a war on the city . 
streets that the transport system seems 
to be losing. 


‘The transport system is 
out of control, like the 
country is out of control. 9 


“I am afraid,” said Milena Djurd- 
jevic, who stood in the small dispatch 
room in Republic Square for her first 
day of work as a conductor. ”1 am afraid 


of the passengers.” 

Ra dmil a Kostic peered out from her 
wooden ticket booth where she was 
stirring a cup of coffee. In on eight-hour 
shift, she snicL she rarelv sold more than 


WOUUCU UWA.GL UWUl wiiat t 

stirring a cup of coffee. In on eij 
shift, she said, she rarely sold m 


three tickets, and nearly all were 
$1.50 tickets good for six rides. 

"People buy the tickets for six rides 
and keep them in (heir wallets fbrayear, * 
she said. “If they are checked, they can 
say they paid for die ride. These are die 
passengers who have a conscience.” 

“When the war started, we were told 
to stop collecting fares,” said Mrs. 
Kostic. “The government was desper- 
ate to buy social peace. No w,_ strapped 
for cash, the government is trying to get 
funds, but we have not had conductors 
on the buses for years. The transport 
system is out of control, just like the 
country is out of control.' * 

There have been several beatings of 
conductors by irate passengers. Most 
conductors, including those who ride 
special buses with signs in the windows 
demanding that all passen g ers buy a 
ticket, prefer not to press their requests. 

“It is a lot safer and wiser just to let 
people be,” said a conductor on the 27E 
bus who refused to give his name. “I 


just go along for the ride.” Passengers 
are fiercely unapologeric. 

“I was supposed to get $55 a znonm 
maternity leave for a year and have not 
received a cent since last March. ” said 
Karmen Todorovic, a city hospital 
finra». “and now die government wants 
people to pay? Forget it” 

Die passengers around her began to 
share catastrophe stories about the 
buses, including a gruesome tale of a 
flow that fell through last year: One 

passenger was killed and another’s legs 

were severed. 

“Here is how I define a good driver. . 

said Gizela Vukovic. “If die door fells 
inm fee street while we are driving, 
which has happened to me, and he keeps 
going and gets ns home, he is a good 
driver. If he stops and makes a fuss 
about it, he is a bad driver.” 

She added, “We were on a bus a few 
weeks *gn that caught fire. I think most 
of u& agreed that, in the case of a fire on 

the bus, it is safer to get off.” 
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A Hormone for Hunger 
Feeds Hope of New Drugs 

Discovery May Help Treat Obesity and Anorexia 


By Thomas H. Maugh II 

Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES — Scientists in 
Texas say they have identified two hor- 
mones that tell the brain it is hungry, a 
discovery that may make it possible to 
design drugs to treat obesity and an- 
orexia. 

Die hormones, discovered in rats but 
thought to be present in all species, 
respond to metabolic si gnal s, such as 
low levels of sugar in the blood, by 
stimulating appetite. 

The researchers, who were to an- 
nounce the discovery Friday in the jour- 
nal Cell, are already looking for drugs 
that can Mock the hormones' activity, m 
the hope of finding effective new 
weight-loss drugs. The paper’s publi- 
cation is expected to spur more activity 
at drug companies searching for a magic 
bullet for obesity. 

But Michael Schwartz of the Uni- 
versity of Washington and the Puget 
Sound VA Health Care System cau- 


Ethiopia Is Assailed 
For Journalist’s Death 


tioned: “We have seen other hormones 
that looked good and didn't pan out. 
Many groups around the world will start 
looking at these to try and figure out if 
they really are important or not.” 

The discovery began when the re- 
search team led by Masashi Yanigasawa 
of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
at the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center in Dallas stumbled across 
two receptors in cells from the lateral 
hypothalamus of rat brains. Receptors are 
sites on the cell surface that bind specific 
molecules, such as hormones. 

These were called orphan receptors 
because nobody knew what binds to 
them. Because die lateral hypothalamus 
is the portion of the brain that is known 
to control appetite, however, it seemed 
reasonable that the receptors would be 
involved in that process. 

The team ground up large quantities 
of rat brain and fished through it to fmd 
molecules that would bind, to die re- 
ceptors. They eventually isolated two 
closely related proteins called orexin-A 
and orexin-B. Their structures. Dr. 
Yanigasawa said, are unlike any hor- 
mones previously known. 

When the Texas team injected small 
quantities of the hormones into the 
brains of rats, the animals ate vora- 



Slovakia to Hold 
April Referendum 


BRATISLAVA, SlorafcB — 
President Micfaal Kovac on Friday, 
announced a rernm ooApriL 19 of a . 
referendum last May on changing 
the method of selecting a hew pres- . 
ident to a direct vote of the people. 

Mr. Kovac's move comes after 
last week’s ruling by fee consti- 
tutional court that the government 
of his arch foe. Prime Minister 
Vladimir Meciar, had acted unlaw- 
fully when it thwarted aTeferendim 
on the issue last year. 

in a referendum which was called 
on March 13 last yeariemains val- 
id,” Mr. Kovac said, adding-feat, 
“A re-run will allow citizens to 
fulfill this right and therefore it was 
my duty to set it.” (Reuters) 
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UP AND AWAY — Keith Reynolds, in front, and Brian Milton flying their ultralight aircraft over the 
British countryside on Friday. They plan to start a trip in March and hope to fly around the world hi B0 days. 


The Associated Press 

NAIROBI — An Ethiopian journalist 


ciously , consuming eight to 1 0 times fee 
normal amount of food in the first hour 


imprisoned for an anti-government ar- 
ticle has died from pneumonia he caueh 


tide has died from pneumonia he caught 
in jail, an international journalists' or- 
ganization reported Friday. 

In a letter to Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi of Ethiopia, fee Paris-based Re- 
porters Without Borders said it held him 
responsible for fee Feb. 9 death of Abay 
Harlu, as well as for the lives of 21 other 
journalists who have been detained. 

Since September, the Ethiopian gov- 
ernment has clamped down on the in- 
dependent press, closing five newspa- 
pers and jailing more than 20 Ethiopian 
journalists, fee highest number im- 
prisoned in Africa. 

Mr. Abay had been imprisoned since 
March 1997 in Addis Ababa following 
an article he wrote for fee private 
weekly Wolafen. 

He was not charged and remained 
imprisoned after he failed to pay bail of 
5,000 Biis (about 5740). the organi- 
zation said. He had been in a prison 
clinic for two months before he received 
treatment for five days at the Menilik 
hospital, where he died. 


normal amount of food in the first hour 
or two. When the team starved rats for a 
day. larger than usual amounts of fee 
hormones built up in the hungry an- 
imals’ brains. 

“We now believe that orexin is one of 
the important pathways in the regulation 
of hunger," Dr. Yanigasawa said. 

The researchers also identified the 
gene that serves as a blueprint for pro- 
duction of fee two hormones. That gene 
orders the production of a larger protein 
called prepro-orexin. Enzymes within 
fee cell then cut off different sections of 
prepro-orexin to produce either orexin- 
A or orexin-B. 

The challenge now is to find drugs 
feat can mimic or block fee new hor- 
mones’ effects. Mimicking drugs could 
be used in treating anorexia, a disorder 


Georgian Leader Warns of ‘Civil War 9 

Armed Nationalist Band Refuses to Release 4 Kidnapped UN Monitors 


VATICAN CITY — Pope John 
Paul n met Friday wife an Austrian 
cardinal implicated in a sex scandal 
now under Vatican investigation. 

The Vatican announced earlier 
this month feat it was sending in- 
spectors to fee GoCttweig abbey in 
Austria to look into charges that 
Cflirim.iT Haris He rman Groer had 
sexually molested boys. 

His successor. Archbishop 
Christoph Schoenbom, whom fee 
Pope will elevate to cardinal on 
Saturday, told reporters in Rome 
feat he hoped Cardinal Groer had 
“clarified” things during his audi- 
ence wife John PaaL The Vatican 
made no statement about what was 
said in fee meeting. ' (AP) 
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in which people do not eat enough and 
become emaciated. The drugs could also 


become emaciated. The drugs could also 
be used to counteract the wasting effects 
of such diseases as cancer and AIDS. * 
The real gold mine would be in find- 
ing drugs that block fee orexins’ effects, 
thereby reducing appetite. More than 58 
million Americans, a third of fee adult 
population, are classified as obese. 


- Agence France-Presse 

JIKHASHKARL Georgia — Pres- 
ident Eduard Shevardnadze of Georgia 
warned about the possibility of civil war 
Friday as a hostage crisis in this isolated 
mountain village moved into a second 
day. 

Nationalist gunmen, who have 
threatened to kill fee hostages they are 
holding in a house here, refused to re- 
lease them after a night of face-to-face 
negotiations wife Security Minister 
Jamal Gakhokidze, officials said. 

The captives are four United Nations 
military observers who were monitor- 
ing a cease-fire between Georgian 
troops and Abkhazian separatists. They 
and their driver were seized Thursday 
20 kilometers (12 miles) away in fee 
western Georgian town of Zugdidi. 

In his first comment since fee crisis 
began, Mr. Shevardnadze went on state 
television to warn fee gunmen that he 
would not tolerate “civil war.” 


“Everyone should know, there is no 
place in Georgia for civil war," he said. 
“Any action against Georgia serves only 
to bring the Georgian people together. 

“There is no place for chaos. I know 
feat among them are people who took 
part in fee attack against me,” he con- 
tinued, referring to an assassination at- 
tempt on Feb. 9, when his motorcade 
was attacked with rockets and gunfire. 

A presidential aide, Levan Alek- 
sindze, told fee Itar-Tass press agency 
feat “an operation to free the Zugdidi 
hostages should take place within 24 
hours." 

It was not clear if that meant security 
forces would storm the house. 

About 20 heavily armed men are 
thought to be holding fee UN observers 
— a Swede, a Czech and two Uruguay- 
ans — their driver, the local mayor and 
his family in the mayor’s home. 

In Prague, the news agency CTK said 
feat fee Czech captive had telephoned 


his embassy in Moscow to report feat all 
four observers were unharmed. 

Heavily armed police. Interior Min- 
istry special forces and Russian soldiers 
from the Abkhazian cease-fire, force 
were manning a security cordon 200 
meters from the mayor’s house. Vil- 
lagers living within a kilometer of fee 
house were moved out 

Security has been beefed up across 
the country, notably in the Zugdidi re- 
gion, where checkpoints were manned 
by around 20 soldiers, officials said. 

The captors are demanding feat fee 
authorities release all jailed supporters 
of the late president Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia. including those arrested following 
fee attempt on Mr. Shevardnadze’s 
life. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia. ousted in a. coup 
in January 1992, died in 1993. He was 
replaced as Georgian leader by Mr. 
Shevardnadze, whose legitimacy the 
‘ ‘Zviadists ’ ’ have never recognized 


Danish Challenger 
Predicts ‘Yes’ to EU 


COPENHAGEN — Uffe EUe- 
mann-Jensen, fee Danish opposi- 
tion leader, tried Friday to allay 
fears that Danes would vote “no” 
in a European Union referendum if 
he won fee March election and be- 
came prime: minister. 

“I will be able to get a ‘yes’ in 
fee referendum, ’ ’ fee Liberal Party 
leader told a news conference. 

“The probability of a ‘yes’ will 
be even bigger wife me as prime 
minister than wife Rasmussen,” he 
said referring to fee Social Demo- 
cratic incumbent, Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen. , 

On Thursday. Mr. Rasmussen 
called fee election for March 11, 
before fee May 28 referendum. ' 

(Reuters) 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 

Roman Road Uncovered “ 11,6 1 


WEATHER 


Ski weeks 


PISA, Italy (AFP) — An ancient Roman 
road has been discovered near the leaning tower 
of Pisa during work to stabilize the tower. 

A medieval tomb containing a complete 
skeleton but nothing else was also found by 
fee workers digging in fee vicinity of fee 
tower, which was closed to visitors eight years 
ago because of the risk of collapse. 

This summer, two metal support cables will 


be fixed to the tower to keep it from tilting 
further. 


Europe 


Forecast for Sunday through Tuesday, as provided by AccuWeather. 
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Global Financial Crisis 

Are You Prepared for the Risks ? 
Arc You Positioned for the Profits ? 
Call and Prepare Today 


Excellence in Confidential 24 Hour Global 
Currency ond Interest Rate Management. 


AMSTERDAM (Reuters) — The viewing 
terrace at Amsterdam's Schiphol was closed 
to fee public after anti-noise protesters used 
the observation area to gain access to fee roof 
of a KLM passenger jet 

Activists from Milieu Defensie, fee Dutch 
aim of Friends of the Earth, 
~~ clambered onto the fiiselage 

of the jet Thursday, shortly 
before it was to take off for 1 
Atlanta. The demonstration 
sparked security concerns, 
and the Boeing 767 had its 
departure delayed by about 
two hours. 
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The U.S. State Depart- 
ment has warned American 
citizens in Georgia to be on 
fee alert after four UN mil- 
itary observers wore taken 
hostage in fee western city of 
Zugdidi. (Reuters) 
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North America 

Heavy ram will shift north- 
ward along the Atlantic 
Coast early next weak. A 
small area of heavy snow 
will fall ovar the central 
Appalachians. A naw storm 
will bring heavy rain and 


Europe 


A powerful storm will bring 
wind-driven ram to much of 


high winds Into Ca&fomia. 
The central and northern 
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The central and northern 
Plains wU remain mrid and 
meWydry. 


wind-driven ram to much of 
Italy and the western 
Mediterranean Monday 
into Tuesday. Winds of BO- 
BO kph are possible over 
the open waters south of 
France. Mild weather win 
push northw ar d into west- 
ern Russia. Northwest 
Europe wffl be a lints cool- 
er Sunday. 


Asia 

Sunny, seasonable weath- 
er is expected Sunday at 
Nagano for the final day of 
the Olympics. A new storm 
will spread rain and snow 
northward Into Japan later 
Monday and Tuesday. 
Flam over southeast China 
Sunday win taper to drizzle 
by early next week. Central 
and northern Chine will 
turn milder. 
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Japaq Air Lines plans to 
schedule flights to Tianjin, in 
northeastern China, from 
Osaka and Nagoya starting in 
April. (AFP) 
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Siarr s ‘Zealous’ Inquiry Draws Fire From 2 F lanks 
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: WASHINGTON — The presidem of = seri« of poinied qucs- 

P^ttwiS. the American Bar Association has i°™ Thurs< ^ a - V a ^° UI **“* inquiry at the 

ifixed the “prosecutori^S” SSL* T?? ° f V>' m P°* um ** 

®g ted in the independent counsel’* in Counsel Act at Georgetown 

^ian vestigation of allegations that Presidem U ”5w !f Law CenTer in Washington. 

\ ?U1 Clinton had a sexual relaSrin nn ,S^ S Pf^cmonal zeal justify- sting 
‘s renJr^ittta with a former Whit* : P operations and unauthorized wirciaD- 


a -4; «*«{» 2®“""**“ ^day for the firsitime 
b * a save ^ a L *p^ fij® ^ Beraard Lewinsky, the father 
W-T.Tcrrs-'i^ber of the intern, who likened the inquiry 

- “Th:* da “?! lter Monica’s affairs* a 

. 1 * 1 - 1 ... - ‘-Oi iUii. . f Hitler era mnn*c» 


OigC® J mime ne s totally out of control." 

Dr. Lewinsky said in an interview for 
ife , bro^cast on ABC. "My daughter has 
JV 3 % ^ done anything from the federal point 

'tJ- . nfviPU/ w'e nrtiAr«„rJ^._ pl _ • 


Ci . ofview. She snot a murderer. She’s not present. "Are prosecutors entitled to ig- TI 

A pnlR f f en J‘i.^S.%XXSSX;S f sariffi— - 3 S 

ipg^ 

SSSfSj KS. and Iran Go to the Mat 

J** ^ : Wrestlers Re-establish Contact Broken Since 1979 

V . * .. -u *- rnnv. Ii "I ■ n.. IS , « Oli-mni* T...« * : ... . . . . 


Association, Jerome sionaj standards?" 


Shestack asked in remarks that clearly 

u 1 I TS? 10 Starr’s decision to have 

the FBI secretly record remarks by 
Monica Lewinsky. 

Mr. Shestack also challenged ihe at- 
tempt by Mr. Starr's prosecutors to en- 
courage Ms. Lewinsky to accept im- 
munity from prosecution in exchange for 
her cooperation when her lawyer was nor 
present. "Are prosecutors entitled to ig- 
nore ethical prescriptions on the grounds 
that their pursuit of truth or common 
practice justifies departure from profes- 
sional standards?" he asked. 


At one point, Mr. Shestack asked, "Is 
the special counsel a fourth arm of gov- 
ernment lacking any meaningful ac- 
countability and realistically immune 
from removal?" 

A liberal Democrat who held a hu- 
man rights post in the Carter admin- 
istration and was once a member of the 
Democratic National Committee's fi- 
nance committee, Mr. Shestack also im- 
plicitly questioned Mr. Starr’s tics to 
conservative groups, suggesting they 
undermine his independence. 

Where there appear to be “conflicts 
of interest because of client relation- 
ships or financial associations with par- 
tisan groups” for the prosecutor, he 
said, “then the question arises whether 
the prosecutor is truly independent.” 

The pointed words from Mr. 
Shestack came at a rime when Mr. 
Starr's investigation is facing mounting 
criticism from Mr. Clinton's allies and 
when the three-judge panel that over- 


sees independent counsels is preparing 
to name a new one to investigate Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt. 

One of the panels at the conference 
Thursday included two former special 
prosecutors arguing that the special 
court in charge of the appointment in the 
Babbitt case should avoid a partisan, 
active opponent of the administration. 

A former independent counsel. 
Joseph diGenova. said the three-judge 
panel “must not pick" anyone "who 
even skirted partisan politics or was 
aligned with causes" antagonistic to 
those being investigated. A known op- 
ponent of the administration “puts at 
risk the investigative process" no mat- 
ter what his other credentials might be. 
Mr. diGenova said. 

Like Mr. Shestack, neither Mr. di- 
Genova nor another former independent 
counsel, Lawrence Walsh, mentioned 
Mr. Starr by name, but the standards 
they enunciated for choosing an inde- 


pendent counsel would have ruled him 

OUL 

In another development. Dr. Lew- 
insky. a cancer specialist based in Los 
Angeles, objected to Mr. Starr's de- 
cision to coll his former wife. Marcia 
Lewis, to testify' before the grand jury 
investigating allegations that Mr. Clin- 
ton had an affair with Ms. Lewinsky. 

Pitting a mother against her daughter. 
Dr. Lewinsky said, was “reminiscent of 
the McCarthy era. of the Inquisition, 
and even, you know you could sirerch it 
and say the Hitler era.” 

He described talking to his daughter 
in January after her lengthy hotel room 
interrogation near the Pentagon. 

“She was in tears. She was 
frightened,” Dr. Le winks y said. “She 
had been with approximately five FBI 
men and five prosecutors in a hotel 
room for about nine hours. And they 
were threatening her with a 20-year jail 
sentence." t WP, Reuters. API 
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^"r-jotciiuenjia^ ! Charles and Mahdy Kaveh 
• • ~ J- . erer.es urn -ihu-h - shook hands and sauared off 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 

Wjytuneror; P,nt Srrri.y 

TEHRAN — Shawn 


I ; * 

I PppvSmCari u 
! A anted in Scmli , 


t ‘ '■ which shook hands and squared off, 

\y. '■f.'i' - hi c year rato r heads Jowraf and almost 
rov-ic >Jid. adjfea J hurting, both men pulling 
.. . . r '' ra " -i!! allnn c 3 r - ; and tugging, snapping and 
l? - :i ”?hr and iheK^ S rabb ing for a firm hold on a 
•** v ;t ’ ‘ ; bare shoulder c*r neck. For 

'"** ! two minutes they pushed 
^ back and forth, seeking 

t Ope o(?P5 f nrti'iK i leverage in the standoff, until 
I ^ ^Uraifll . Mr. Charles lifted Mr. 

- ' (Iff led 111 SrntlfU • Kaveh’s leg. Then they went 
, to the mat. 

\ i 7 ■ v „ ' Almost two decades after 

j...^ p_ Y.. } T °1*i ; ! the United States and Iran 
: - ; - - V."!l l . * ^ ' severed diplomatic contacts, 

; the archenemies finally 
V: * :2r - w-t'teL ■ made contact — bodily con- 
..... 1 -stKwstsJsj ; tact — this week in the per- 

: _ ‘ J : v -- 1 sons of Mr. Charles and Mr. 

V “• ’ 1 ; Kaveh, wrestlers represent- 

( . ■ • < -■‘v ifctw : .' ing their estranged countries 
Hrra^nCf.T' -in an international touma- 
-c-.j:-..;. s?j; ; ment in the Iranian capitaL 
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:j L ’£e. ■ American athletes to travel 
>. j.. . razcrxr.i fc ; to Iran since the attack in 

-r :r: CijaJCK. • 1979 on the U.S. Embassy 
. . ’ipask-. 1 here in which 52 Americans 

- . . i.-.-t- p.-i 7 k ' c ‘ were taken hostage and held 

for 444 days. 

" • ! And the mat is not as un- 

■ likely a place for the two 
. ; nations to become reac- 

Ihtn i kIj ( IW PJIW • quainted as it might seem. 
lltjUl Ml UlUUeiL . Wrestling is theonostpop- 


Olympic medals. Two mem- 
bers of the U.S. team. Kevin 
Jackson and Zeke Jones, are 
Olympic-medal winners and 
possibly better known to 
Iran's wresLling fans than lo 
people in their own country. 

Just as recent utterances 
by leaders in Washington 
and Tehran have revealed 
profound ambivalence — 
laced with large measures of 
both hope and caution — the 
presence of the U.S. team 
has stirred conflicting emo- 
tions here. 

The Americans’ arrival at 
the airport Tuesday was 
fronr-page news in the Eng- 
lish-language Tehran Times, 
but Persian-language papers 
played down or ignored the 
story. 

And when the Americans 
marched into Azadi Arena 
with 20 other teams, they re- 
ceived the second-loudest 
applause, after the Iranians. 


Mr. Charles and his four But a U.S. flag hanging from 
teammates are the first the ceiling along with those 


of other countries was not 
ftiUy unfurled until after the 
opening ceremony. 

For both countries, the 
burning of American flags 
outside the U.S. Embassy in 
1979 remains an emotional 
memory. 

Even now, the flag is ca- 
ricatured on the wall of a 
large Tehran building, with 
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F r-n/fJrte 'Will til ■ s P ort hr Iran, and Ira- skulls for stars and falling 

.III tit.- ;nians consistently win bombs for red stripes. One 
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Y-K^£StLS. Charges 2 WitI 

r . I New York Times Service car and C 

; -i ’3 ; LAS VEGAS — Federal agents have charged and took 

■■ ' - .r.i two men with possession of a biological toxin preparati 


American wrestler. Melvin 
Douglas, said he had decided 
to leave behind his uniform, 
which bears a stylish sug- 
gestion of the U.S. flag. 

“1 didn't bring the flag,” 
he said. “They bum flags.” 

Two other American 
wrestlers, Mr. Ch:irles and 
Mr. Jones, insisted on wear- 
ing their national uniforms. 

“I’m definitely wearing 
my American singlets," Mr. 
Jones said. “1 feel safe. The 
people are fine." 

Each time an American 
has climbed the Persian-car- 
peted stairs to the wrestling 
platform, Iranian fans have 
whistled in appreciation. 

Mr. Jackson also received 
a burst of whist les for a move 
in which he hoisted a Greek 
opponent over his shoulders, 
slammed him down and 
pinned him to the mar. 

Coming a month after 
President Mohammed 
Khatami made overtures to 
the United States and the 
Clinton administration re- 
sponded by repeating a pro- 
posal for official talks, the 
Americans’ visit has promp- 
ted hopeful comparisons to 
the successful "Ping-Pong 
diplomacy" of nearly three 
decades ago that preceded 
the establishment of rela- 
tions between China and the 
United States. 

Months before Mr. 
Khatami's call to the United 
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Mahdy Kaveh, right, an Iranian wrestler, congrat- 
ulating his opponent, Shawn Charles, an American. 


States in January, Iran's 
wrestling federation bad in- 
vited the American team to 
compete in the Takhti Cup 
roumamem. just as it has for 
the last few years. This time 
the American federation 
overcame its concerns about 
security and accepted. 

With so many countries 
represented in the tourna- 
ment, it was not until the 
evening of the tournament's 
third day that an American 
and Iranian squared off in the 
nearly full arena, which seats 


12.000 people. The approv- 
ing whistles tor Mr. Charles, 
a coach at Central Michigan 
University, were loud, but 
not as loud as those for Mr. 
Kaveh. 

The all-male crowd 
chanted the home country's 
name during the match and, 
after Mr. Kaveh fell behind, 
they chanted his name. 

But in the end, it was Mr. 
Charles who drew whistles 
from the crowd when the ref- 
eree raised the American's 
hand in victory. 


U.S. Charges 2 With Possessing Biological Toxin 


car and containers thought to hold the substances 
and took them to Nellis Air Force Base near here in 


preparation for testing. 

while investigators said the suspects appeared to 
be involved in constructing a weapon, they said 
they had no clear indications of any specific plans 
to use it 

But in an affidavit made public in Las Vegas, the 


..v? iJfitffJL. ; One of the suspects, arrested by agents acting on 
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; J . IT L. a! tip, was identified as Larry Wayni 

- ' 2 ; • ; ' ■_ Psl ■ Lancaster, Ohio, a microbiologist ana ft 
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bier of the ultra-right Aryan Nations, who pleaded 
guilty ro fraud charges last year after he was 


former mem- government noted that in 1995. Mr. Harris was 


found with three vials of bubonic plague virus, and 
that as recently as last summer, he told an uniden- 


official in New York on Thursday, to tell news 
services that the suspects had been plotting an 
attack on New York, a report that was later denied 
bv Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and law enforcement 
officials in Las Vegas and in Washington. 

Mr. Harris, 45. and the second suspect, William 
Job Leavitt Jr., 47, identified as a microbiologist 
from Logandale, Nevada, were arraigned Thursday 
afternoon on charges of possessing a biological 
toxin, and held over without bail until Monday. 

A lawyer for Mr. Leavitt, Kirby Wells, said after , 


Not Just a Sin 

Beyond Morality* Adultery 

Is a Crime in Many States 

By Liza Mundy 

ti^diMQten PoitSi-n t.v 

WASHINGTON — In the early, dizzying days 
of the Clinron-Lewmsky sex scandal, Sally Bena.a 
local social studies teacher, courageously look it 
upon herself to sort through the situation with her 
eighth-grade .American history class. 

It was a delicate task — trying to help her kids 
understand the facts and issues involved, without 
utterly destroying any idealism they might have 
about* America and its’ leaders. Officially Die day's 
ionic was “impeachment." but by necessity, the 
discussion also included talk of adultery. 

One of Ms. Berra’s students predicted that the 
president was “going to be impeached because he 
had an affair with that woman." Ms. Bern cor- 
rected him. If the president were to be impeached, 
she explained, die crime would consist of lying 
under oath or encouraging Monica Lewinsky to do 
so. It would not consist of having a sexual affair 
with a woman not his wife. 

The student was amazed. But an affair is adul- 
tery, he pointed out. “Isn’t that illegal ?" 

Aduheiy. Ms. Berra replied, is a moral offense, 
but not a criminal one. 

“I felt awful," she said afterward. *T felt I had 
crushed his innocence, which was something I 
didn't want to do." 

Just for the record, in many places across the 
United States adultery is a crime. An "extramarital 
affair' ’ is illegal in the District of Columbia, where 
adultery’ is a misdemeanor with a maximum penalty 
of S500 or 180 days in jail. It is a misdemeanor as 
well in Virginia, Maryland and more than 20 other 
states. 

In Idaho, Massachusetts, Michigan, Oklahoma 
and Wisconsin, adultery is a felony. 

Although these laws are rarely enforced, they are 
not ignored entirely. 

As recently as 1980, a Massachusetts couple was 

S otted having sex in a van. When they admitted 
ey were married but not to each other, they were 
arrested for adultery. The man admitted his guilt 
and paid a fine of 550, but the woman appealed, 
invoking the same right of privacy defined in land- 
mark contraception and abortion cases. The court 
rejected the argument and upheld the conviction. 

Even as it stands, adultery law already affects a 
huge number of divorce cases, in a profound if 
entirely unintended way. Since adultery is a crime, 
an adulterous spouse can refuse to testify in the 
course of a divorce case, invoking the Fifth Amend- 
ment right against self-incrimination. In other 
words, precisely because adultery is a crime, the 
adulterous spouse can avoid admitting his or her 
transgression, even in civil proceedings. 


IRS Names Panel 
To Examine Abuses 

WASHINGTON — Under fire 
for badgering innocent taxpayers, 
i the Internal Revenue Service will 

: set up a special three-member panel 

— with two members from outside 
the agency — to review allegations 
of abuses by IRS managers. 

Commissioner Charles Rossotti 
said Thursday that the purpose of 
the special disciplinary panel was 
“to have an objective assessment" 
of these allegations and to impose 
sanctions on workers who have en- 
gaged in abuses, but “not to go on a 
witch hunt.” 

The panel will consist of one 
agency executive and two exec- 
utives from elsewhere in the gov- 
ernment. After hearing a case, the 
panel may acquit the manager or 
impose sanctions ranging from an 
oral reprimand to dismissal. tU'Pj 

Promise Keepers 
Faces Fund Crisis 

DENVER — The evangelical 
men's movement Promise Keepers, 
which drew more than half a mil- 
lion people to a march in Wash- 
ington last fall, is so strapped fi- 
nancially that ir will stop paying its 
employees at the end of March. 

The* Denver-based organization, 
founded eight years ago by the 
former University of" Colorado 
football coach Bill McCartney, has 
expanded swiftly, generating op- 
erating revenue of nearly 5100 mil- 
lion as recently as two years ago. 

But 345 salaried workers were 
told Wednesday that they would lose 
their jobs because of a rocky tran- 
sition from heavy reliance on rally 
entrance fees to financing through 
voluntary contributions. fH7*J 

$ 2.3 Billion Sought 
On Water Pollution 

WASHINGTON — Presidem 
Bill Clinton has announced a new 
effort to cut pollution in the na- 
tion's waterways and along the 
coasts. 

With Baltimore's restored Inner 
Harbor providing a symbolic back- 
drop, Mr. Clinton unveiled a * ‘clean 
water action plan" Thursday that 
includes 100 specific proposals for 
reducing water quality problems. 

The package, which would cost 
S2.3 billion over five years if fin- 
anced by Congress, would be the 
largest commitment of resources 
against water pollution since the 
passage of the Clean Water Act in 
1972. f WP) 

Quote/Unquote 

Bob Livingston, Republican of 
Louisiana and chairman of the 
House Appropriations Committee, 
announcing that he had changed his 
mind about retiring from Congress 
this year to pursue a more finan- 
cially rewarding career in the 
private sector: “I came in broke 
and I still am and I will be when I 
leave.” (WP) 


accused of obtaining bubonic plague bacteria tified group "of his plans to place a globe of the brief hearing at the federal courthouse here that 

T . . ... . „ 7v7o..i Visrlr “ih^iriol tliA PRI f.-utl- ic f»n antnrav varrinp rn.Tt 


- - ' ’• , through the mail in 1995. 

~' "lr was suspected thar these individuals were in 
possession of a dangerous biological chemical an- 

— y* rBrax," said Bobby Siller, the special agent in 

charge of the FBI’s Las Vegas office. Technical 
-■ experts from the military and the FBI sealed off a 


bubonic plague’ ' toxin in a New Yoik City subway “the vial the FBI took is an anthrax vaccine." that 
station, where it would be broken by the rumble of the two men were developing in an effort to fight 


a passing train, causing hundreds of thousands of 
deaths that would be blamed on the Iraqi gov- 
ernment 

That assertion apparently led an unidentified FBI 


anthrax if it were ever released. He said ihe two men 
had come to Las Vegas to lest some lechnical 
equipment related to the vaccine, for which they 
were prepared to pay millions of dollars. 
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^ Away From 
? f ^ Politics 

• l • Mounting evidence points 
. < -f; j; fo radon gas in homes as an 

- ■ important public health prob- 
_ J lem, causing between 15,000 
'■•Is ^' : and 21,000 deaths annually 
~ ’from lung cancer, according 
■ : ££&> a National Research Coun- 

;-*-• 0- lj?' cil panel. (NYT) 

0 r]f * Barnes & Noble, the na- 
% - don's largest bookstore 

> :£•’ 0 dtoiiVi says if _ w iU stock art 

> books containing , photo- 
"y- graphs of nude children de- 

_v spite indictments on obscen- 
charges in Alabama and 
Tennessee. (NYT) 


p: • Over 34,000 criminal and 
rO njega] aliens were removed 
0/ftom the United States in the 
/ last three months of 1997, a 
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AMSTERDAM 

CROSSROADS INTERNATIONAL 
CHURCH Interdenominational & 
Evangelical Sunday Service 10:00 
a.m. & 11:30 amJ Kids welcome. De 
Cuserslraal 3. S. Amsterdam Into. 
020-641 8812 Of 02O-645T 053. 

FfcANCE/TOU LOUSE 

hope international church 
(E vangelical). 4. bd de Plbrac. Cdo- 
mier. Sunday service 6:30 p.m. Tel.: 
05 02 7411 55. 

FRENCH RfVERA/cdTE D'AZUR 
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P%ee who fatally shot and 
■. stabbed a co- worker and her 

■’■y ea r-0ld son after she re- 
"^^0000 toffed hi s sexual advances 

was executed bv injection 
*-••'• early Friday in McAlester, 

^ ' y Oklahoma. Michael Long, 

^ ^ 35, waived his appeals last 

s ' .. year, saying he did not wani to 

v v - his execution any 

, Wer. (AP) 


•‘Senator John Glenn, 76, 
* .-I- s took two rides in a centrifuge 

J* Brooks Air Force Base in 
v JoOtf.?T: y’ii p Jews to reacquainr himself 
^RSSTSr VS - *. Vis .-.ei*^ the sensation of launch- 

^ and said it was a breeze. 
s?' J ”e is preparing to fly on the 
fcA .. pottle Discovery on OcL 16 

T ' ' ( v .. .sf V> : ' • *hd will be the oldest person 

to 8oimospace. (Reuters) 
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FRANKFURT 

English Speaking Int ynati oiwI 

Cafliollc Parish, S Laonhard. Arte 
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PARIS and SUBURBS 

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH - 
56, ruo des Bons-RBisifls, 92500 
Rusll-taimalGon. Worship: 9:45 : 
11 -00 a.m.Sunday School. For Info 
Tet 01 47 51 29 6301 47 40 15 29K 


hope international church 
H otel Orton at Pare^-Ostensa. 9 bd. de 
NsulHy. Wor^Sunc^JO^a.JL 
Rev. BB RonzhetrtW. Paster. T.. 01 43 
33 Q 4 06 Mdiro 1 to la Ddlense 
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SAINT JOSEPH'S CHURCH (Roman 
MASS IN ENGLISH: Stt MD PA; 

Sun.: 6:45 a.m.. f fi*: 

e -30 am. 50. menus Hods, Parts Kt ib.. 
ahe&a 56- Man: Chates^ deGaufc-^ Etta. 

zurich-swttzerland 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CATHOLIC 
MISSION; St. Anton Church, 
MiroivastraBB 63 SundayMasg 
as» ajn. & 11:30 BJ"- Services held 
h ite ow* ot S*- ArtDn Chuteh- 


UNITARIAN UNIVERSAUST | 

WASSENAAR/THE HAGUE 
THE NETHERLANDS UNITARIAN 
FELLOWSHIP tevltas you » Its setvees 
Wrtdt are held on te fcst Sunday d each 
month beginning al 13:00 at the NPfl 
Church. Langs Kofcttam 46, Wassenaar. 
Al are welcome! Non-dogmeSc refigteus 
education lor the children. Nursery 
pnwldad.. Cel 0ZO64&9513 

TW EPISCOPAL ORJRCHES 
OF EUROPE (AngEcan) 

PARIS and SUBURBS 

THE AAB1ICAN CATHEDRAL OF THE 
HOLY TONITY, Sun. 9 A ti artL. 10)45 
a.m. Sunday School for children and 
Nursery cars. Third Sunday 5 p.m. 
Evensong. 23. avenue George V, 
Paris 75008. Tel.: 33-01 53 23 84 00. 
Metro; Gecrga V or Ateia Marceau. 

FLORENCE 

ST. JAMES' CHURCH, Sul 9 am. Rite l 
& 11 em Ftte B. Via Bemado Ftucrfai 9, 
50123 Florence. Italy. Tel 39SS 29 44 17. 

FRANKFURT 

CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING 
(Epiacopal/ Anglican) Sun. Holy 
C o m mu nion 9 & 11 am Studay School 
a* Nureett 10:45 am Sebaaan Rlnz St 
22, 60323 Frartdnt. Germany, U1, 2, 3 
UqueWlee.Tet49695501 94. 

GENEVA 

EMMANUEL CHURCH, 1st & 3d Sun. 10 
am Eudharsc 2nd A 4lh Sun. Morning 
Prayer. 3 n»de Mfirthour, 1201 Geneva. 
SMCBrtand. Tat: 4U2Z73280 78. 

MUNICH 

TVffi CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, 
Sun. il:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist and 
Sunday School. Nwswy Care provided, 
SeybothsVH&se 4, 81545 Munich (Har- 
13^^,136009^^61:49(09648185. 

ROME 

ST. PAUL'S WITVUN-THE-WALLS, Sun. 
630 am Holy Eucharist Rte h 1030 am 
Choral Eucharist Rite li; 10:30 a.m. 
Church SOtod krctMen <5 Nwsery raw 
provided; 1 p.m. Spanish Eucharist Via 
NR30i 58, 00184 Rome. TeL: 39*6 488 
3339 or 306 474 3560. 


BRUSSELS/WATERLOO 

ALL SAINTS' CHURCH, 1st Sun. 9 & 
11:15 Holy Eucharist AB other Sundays: 
1 1 :15 Holy Eucharist and Sunday School 
563, chaussOe de Louvain, Ohain, 
Belgium. MaH: 61, me Coteau. 1410 
Waterloo. Tet 32S 384-3556. 

WIESBADEN 

THE CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE 
OF CANTERBURY, Sun. 10 a.m. 
Family Eucharist. Frankturier Strasse 
3, Wiesbaden, Germany. Tel.. 
496113066.74. 

EUROPEAN 

BAPTIST CONVENTION 

BERLIN 

I.B.C., BERLIN. Rolhonburg SCr. 13, 
[StegSte). Sunday. Bible study 10/45, 
worship Service 12.00 noon. Charles 
Warlord, pastor. TeL 030-774-4570 

BRATISLAVA - SLOVAKIA 

I.B.C., The luvanta. Karlovesha 64. 
Auditorium 104S. Worship Sun. 10£0. 
Tef (07) 715367 

BREMEN 

LB.CL, Hohenlohesir. Hermanfvflose-St. 
Worship Sun. 17X0, Pastor telephone: 
0421-78 «a 

BUCHAREST 

LBJZ. Strada Pope Rusu 22. 3:00 p.m. 
Ccrtad Pflgtof Mte Kemper, TeL 3t 2 3860. 

BUDAPEST 

meets at Modes Zsipmond 
Glmnazium, Torokvesz ui 48-54, Sun. 
1030. TeL 250^832. 

BULGARIA 

LB.O, Wbrtt Trade Center. 36. Drahan 
Tzankov Btvd. Worship 1 1 :00. James 
Duke. Paster. TeL: 971 ■ 2192. 

DARMSTADT - GERMANY 1 

I.B.C.. Wilhelm-Leuschnet Sir. i04, 
Darmstadr-Griesheim. BWe Study Sun. 
I&oa TeL- <0511} 941-0505. 

FRANKFURT 

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FEL- 
LOWSHIP, Ev.-Batarthfche Gemetede, 
Sodenwetr. 11-18 , 831 £0 Bad Horrturg, 
Sunday worship. Nursery & SS: 
1130 AM. Mfctaeek mhwstries. Paster 
MJLewey. CMFSte 06173-62725 
BETHEL I.B.C. Am Dachsberg 92 
(Engfish), Wxship Sun. 1130 BJn. and 
&00 pm TbL 06SM549559. 


HOLLAND 

TRNTY NTERNAT10NAL invites you to 
a Christ centered fellowship. Services 
900 and 1030 am Bteemcarnpbfln 54, 
Wassenaar 070-517-8024 nursery pro/. 

NICE - FRANCE 

I.B.C- 13 rue Vernier. English 
service, Sunday evening 18:30, 
pastor Roy Miller - Tel.; (04 931 
320596. 

ST. PAUL DE VENCE - FRANCE 
SL Pai de Vence - France LB.C- Ecpace St. 

Claire, Level T. Bible Study Sun. 9:30. 
Vlftytfip Sun. 10:45 Tet (0493)320596. 

PRAGUE 

I S. FELLOWSHIP, Vkiohradska * 68, 
Prague 3. Sun. 111X1. TeL (02)311 7974. 

WATERLOO 

WATERLOO BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 
Sun. 1930 at Swedish Church, across 
from MaConate, TeL (02)353 1585. 

ZURICH - SWITZERLAND 

I.B.C ot Zuricn, Gheistrasse 31 , 8803 
RuschBton. Worship Senrfces Sunday 
mornings 1030. TeL’ 1-481 OOia 

assoc of iNra 

CHURCHES 

RERUN 

AMERICAN CHURCH IN BERLIN, car. 
of Clay Afee S Patsdamer Sir., S^. 930 
am Worship 11 am. TeL 030-8132021 

GENEVA 

EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 20 rue 
Verdaine. Sunday worship 9:30. in 
German 11:00 in Enolish. Tel: (022) 
3105089. 

JERUSALEM 

LUTHERAN CHURCH pl the Redeemer, 
OWOty, Miaisan FW. Engfch woship Sun. 
9am AS ae wfltane, TeL CM) 628i-04a 


AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS. 
Worship tl:00 am. 65, Ouai tfOrsay. 
Paris 7. Bus 63 at door, Metro Alma- 
Marceeuorlnvafldes. 

ZURICH 

NTERNATIOKHL PROTESTANT CHURCH 
Engl eh speaking, worship serves. Sunday 
School & Nursery. Sundays 11:30 am, 
Scheraengassa 25. TdL- pi ) 262JB25. 


ITT SHERATON 


Italy o 


Italy only 15 hotels deserve this brand . 

15 exquisite Italian hotels, each magnificent in its own way. It's exactly what you would expect 
[mm a collection of 50 hotels worldwide that includes landmark properties such as 
The Si. Regis in New York and the Palace Hotel in Madrid. Refined splendor and five star service 
will make your trip, whether for business or pleasure, an unforgettable experience. 
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" "" HOTEL EUROPA & RECINA^Wi^ke 

VENICE: Hotel Donieli, Hide! Europa & Regina. Hotel Critti Palace, Hotel Excelsior. 

MILAN: Hotel Duca di Milano, Hotel Palace. Hotel Principe di Savoia. 

FLORENCE: Grand Hotel. Hotel Excelsior. ROME: Hotel Excelsior, Le Grand Hotel. 

LECCE: Hotel Patna Falser. COSTA SMERALDA; Hotel Cals di Voipe, Hotel Pitrihaa, Hotel RotnaxatM. 


For information and reservations, contact your travel consultant or calh 
Europe Free Phone 0Q8U0 325 454545 - US & Canada 800 325 3589 - Japan 03 52502191 - 
Mexico 01800 9094800 - Saudi Arabia 800 8973014, 
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-ZT +44 171 420 0348 
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/^"V\ Edith Brigitta 

V.V FAHRENKROG 

The bawwATJONM. PunNEBSHO- Agency In Eubok 

MafckdigTke Right Partners Is My Busness. 
PERSWAL iNWBlML ASSEBlWI Is MV SHMCE- 
OlNHEENCE IS Mv HlQEST PUHITY. 

Frankfurt Head Office: Frankfurt, d«u 3 -7pm. 

c03 16 Frantr.tct/Ma«. ELxare*aBTS. 51. Germany 
Tel: + 49-64-431979- Fax: +49-69-4320* 

London Mayfair Office: mc«-ru 9 km.- 6 ml 

London wls Sro, Mayfair, 16 Stratton Stkect 
Tel: + 44 - 171-546 85 43 -Fax: + 44 - 171-5 46 85 70 

Paris Parje Office: mon - ru 9 km. - 6 «*. 

Pare 75008. 72 rue du Faub URG-St-HMUte 
Teu + 33 - 1 - 40 07 86 Y 7 . Fax: + 33 - 1-40 07 80 40 

New York C/^A.OFncE:MEwYoRK,Mn-Ra9uL-4pAi 

New York. NY 10019. 730 F*TO Avenle. 9 ih floor 
Trj ( 1)212 - 333 - 8785 . Fax ( l> 212 - 333-8720 

Exclusive Personal Aitointments Are Also Possible In: 

Imxvdkal SOME - GENEVA - VIENNA - MIAMI 

Confidential LOS ANGELES - SINGAPORE - HONGKONG 

O A FANTASTIC CHARMING SPANISH LADY . . . 

IN HER YOUNG WS. BEAimRl. AND JASQNAILVG. WITH AN EASY, GRACEFUL 
ELEGANCE AND ENCHANTING NATURE A BRIGHT PERSONALITY. FROM AN 
UPPER CLASS TRADITIONAL FAMILY. WITH AN EXCELLENT EDUCATIONAL 
BACKGROUND (MBA DEGREES IN CNTL. LAW. SEVERAL LANGUAGES, HANOI AND A 
LOT OF INTHIESTS- DEEP SEA DIVING. HORSEBACK RIDING. MUSK. WRITING. ETC A 
VERY COSMOPOLITAN AND SOPHISTICATED WOMAN. SMART. VIVACIOUS AND WITH A 
GREAT SENSE OF HUMOR. A CHARISMATIC BEAUTY WHO WANTS TO SHARE OBEAT 
ASPECTS OF LIFE WITH THE RIGHT PARTNER. 

O EUROPEAN ARISTOCRAT ... 

MID JiVSdJWi. THIS ADMIRABLE ITALIAN GENTLEMAN I OLD ARISTOCRATIC 
FAMILY) IS BASED IN THE NORTH OF ITALY .AND HIS WONDERFUL ISLAND IN 
THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA. ETC HE HAS AN EXCELLENT EUROPEAN HIGH- SCHOOL 
BACKGROUND. HE OWNS A VERY SUCCESSFUL Ml ENTERPRISE IN SOUTH AMERICA 
- EUROPE • L'S A STRONG CHARISMATIC MAN WITH LOTS OF CHARM .AND ELEGANT 
MASCULINE AND DARK HAIRED APPEARANCE ACTIVE AND DYNAMIC WITH A BIG 
HEART. GENEROUS AND CONSIDERATE. A M AN OF FASCINATING TEMPERAMENT. 
TENDER AND STRONG WITH GREAT SENSE KIR TRADITION HS GREAT INTEREST 15 FCR 
FINE ARTS i COLLECTOR L ANTkJUES, SPORTS ACTIVITIES AND HE IS VERY ENGAGED K 
HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS HE WISHES TO OFFER THE BEST OF EVERYTHING TO THE 
WOMAN AT HIS SIDE 

O A YOUNG, SMART AND ENCHANTING DUTCH BEAUTY . . . 

- CHEERFUL. VWAOOCS. WITH A BRIGHT TEMPERAMENT A SUNNY BEAUTY 
(LATE M S/1.741 WHO LOVE5 LIFE SHE IS VERY SUCCESSFUL IN HER 
PROFESSION HINIV GRADUATEl AN ADMIRABLE PERSONALITY. FULL OF VITALITY. 
ENTHISIASTIC AND WTTH A LOT OF CHARM- SHE HAS WONDERFUL LONG BLOND 
HAIR. A BEAUTIFUL AND RADIANTLY FEMININE APPEARANCE WTTH A GRACEFUL 
FIGURE A SOPHISTICATED LADY WHO LOVES CTTJVRE .AND SPORTS ALSO A PERFECT 
HOSTESS (GRANDE CUISINE FRANC AJSEi AND VERY WELL ORGANISED AS 
ENCHANTING LADY. GENEROUS. TENDER .AND WARM- HEARTED WHO CAN LIVE 
EVERYWHERE WTTH THE RIGHT PARTNER. ^ 

PLEASE 


Frankfurt 


London 


New York 


Exclusive 

Inwvdhal 

CdNHDENTIAL 


PROMESS INTERNATIONAL 


The new Parisian Address in Quality encounters 
38, rue de Bassano 73008 Paris (M° George V) 

Top of the month 
Margarita-explosive cocktail 

1/3 troubling sensuality * 1/3 audacity * 1/3 refined elegance 
A pinch of languor zest of reserve long blond hair; 
blue eyes, 32 yea is old. Translator: 

A beauty to dream of. 

Promess International: 33 (0) I 44 31 20 12 


NANNIES/DOMESTICS 


WESTMINSTER 

NANNIES 

INTERNATIONAL 



STAFF of DISTINCTION 




; rITC CONSULTANT 

htfamationcd stall of exception 
: . tor exacting employers 

fJt,VLido uL m /n eO (4b Ewsp ten rou 
; ■ Governess Tutors Nannies 
; • Butler Master Chef Bodyguards 
! • No rapt afcxi lea. Esfflbfchadanra 1982 
J Tel: +33 I OM 03 SO 80 OO 

[ • Fax: +33<0)4 S3 90 55 61 
72. fg Sr+toncre, 75008 PARIS 
■ SubsWaryn CANNES 



M Sail are forty experioxed In tbe are 
riMrtstmradidiinBMprmidf 
IMTpiMISOdlBlhgMlb 
TR: (44 T71) 409 Q910FAX: (44171)6204166 
34 BR OOK STREET, MYFAR, LONDON. Wt 


Domestic Positions Available 


NYC FRENCH AMERICAN FAMILY, 
iooldng for a frencti ^ealring au par 10 
spend a year in the US. Care tar 2 cM- 
tten. 4 yis & 15 mos. Experienced, seri- 
ous & responsfele. Non smuUng. Fax 
1-212-421-7475 Of 33 4 93 38 2474. 


DOMESTIC STAFFrtghesl caBjra rape- 
rienced Gapes. BcHet/Huse Uaragers, 
Nantes, Chafe, Housateepers, & PA's- 
afl scnpiloustY vetted. HUTCWNSOWs 
Emptoyinert Agency 44 (0)171 581 0010 


AU PAIR BOY OR GBL for month of 
Jiiy. French motor tongue. Must Abe. 
Send resume to: Lyn Peterson, 54 Part 
Rd. Scaradde. NY 10583 USA. 


Domestic Positions Wanted 


EXPERIENCED NANNY eim excelent 
references is looking for lop position 
with irfants or maternity. Please cal 
Paris +33 (0)1 46 43 01 42. 


YOUNG MAN seeks jotr Housekeeping, 
Ironhg, gardening. 7 years experience, 
references. Wfi consider any offer. Tel 
+33 (0)6 12181278 CX (0)1 3025 5498 


’ WORLDWIDE EUTE j 

the sophisticated introduction ... 

We find "THE PINNEEDU" for you 
- IN PARIS - A DREAMWOMAN, Ph.D., 31/5'6" 

of slender, very graceful appearance, with magiwl charms, 
beautiful & mteSgent - «id with amazmq potentials. She bads 
four moor dejpees from intemationd Sjte-Oniversihes, she speaks 
several languages including professional Mandarin, she nas 
published considerable world economy analyses A pr esents 
kersetf - despite her privileged situation - as the exceecfindy gentle 
and purely feminine woman whose extnwrdmary avHcourage 
and impressive intercontinental tasks lead to.*°nstrucnve 
mo vem e nts ( - ham a tradbiond family, by convidion obfe^d to 
faith, trust and a great lave for cMdren she wfll be themost 


gabriele thiers-bense MARRIAGE MEDIATION — 

...to the best in international society 

- OUR CLIENTS ARE THE EVtDBJCE - : ; ’ ‘ 

' Sr#' worth REACWNG FOR THE SIARS/ beedwe- 

1!' ' n there are so many-. - SUCH A SUE b this young woman - 

*4* COMPANT-OWNfl A HC1MSS TO AN [ INTERNATIONAL 


Exclusively for you... 
Personafiy since 1975 


(.wmrnn ■ , - j r. — T 

FORTUNE in co Bncd iq n with severed rasdwKes throort»ut 
Western-Europe and a marvellous family-estate at the 
Merfitonman Sea - She b ^757" taj, Am + aamJbatiM, 
elegant beauty, who - inspite of befog the 100% "towph" 
international professional, presents in private her antnefy 
feminine, pro m c m & famdy, u l tiibut ions - I m pressed by the 


\ and a great kwe for chEdren she wil be the most *|yj +49 - 89 - 649*2205 ISS2E use 

Fax: +49 -89 -649-2224 

Body 11-19 hrs- - Germany - 82031 Munkh-Orunwcdd - Of*o- « tegmc mn «Str.5 * By cypo e mu e u r 

Represented in Paris Berlin the USA Singapore Melbourne - 




GENERAL 


l ~ *i ;^TaT 


ti LLfcJaJ 


far RrcruilmraL Education. 
SccmiriaL Inirrnct Services, 
lo advertise contact Sarah flwhnf 
on +M 171 U10 0326 
or lax +14 171 120 0338 
X GREAT DEAL HAPPENS 
AT THE t.YTERMARKJET 


Personals 


MAY THE SACRED HEART QF JESUS 
be adored gUM kwri ml presaved 
nvoughout ll» mrid. now and forara. 
Saaed Heat of Jesus, nay tor us. Sainl 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. 
Sant Jude, hetaer of to trpetess. pray 
tor lb. Amen. Say de prayer nm tines 
b day. by the nth day, yon prayer w2 
be answered. It has never been known 
to fat. Pufaicatan must be prerdsEd. 
11CJ. 


Announcements 


lifralb ^w Sribunc 

WJ'JJ'i®? Pin wtv -tvM 

SUBSCRIBER CUSTOMER SERVICE: 
Fcransbonsaqueriesdxxjlthedeilv- 
ery of you newspaper, the fl*j5 d yox 
sutBo^jcon or stood ordering a subscrip- 
tion, phase cal the Mowing numbers: 
EUROPE MD0LE EAST AW AFMCA: 
T0U FREE - Austria 0860 B1C0 Be#- 
gium 00800 4 443 7827 Denmark 
00000 4 448 7827 France 00000 4 448 
7827 GemnyOttO 848585 Great Brit- 
ain 00800 4 448 7827 Greece 00800 23 
12 15 06 Mnf 00800 4 448 7827 Italy 
167 780040 Luombourg 0600 2703 
NattHrianda 00800 4 448 7827 Honoy 
095600 4 448 7827 Snwien AGO 797039 
Switzerland 0800 555757 Elsewhere 
+33) 1 41 430 361 THE AMERICAS: 
USA MMree) 1-8004822884 Bsewtwe 
(+1) 212 7523890 ASIA: Hong Kong 
2922 1171 Indonesia 609 1928 Japan 
(IdHree) 0120 464 027 
Korea 3672 0044 UaJaysb 221 7055 
PftrTpptoes 895 4946 Singapore 325 
0835 Takmn 7753456 ThaBamI 277 
4485 Bsewhere (+852) 29221171 


OUR NEXT SPECIAL HEADING- 

REAL ESTATE 

(N & AROUND PARIS 

(Safes and Rentals) 
wB be appearing on 
Friday, Z7th February. 

For more (totals ofcase cortacc 

Kfralb SSto Sribmic 

nit ^jtHTava -r wa 

Tet +33 {cm 41 «3 83 K 
Far +83 (0)1 41 43 93 70 
E-mafc dasaBadOUxara 


Announcements 


LOOKING FOR A 
SUMMER CAMP 
FOR YOUR CHILD? 

Donl miss the 

NORTH AMERICAN 
SUMMER CAMPS 


\iiv\l\i\ 


today's issue of the 
International Herald Tribune 

Next North American 
Summer Camps Banner 
is March 7th 


FEELING tow? - Having probtens? SOS 
HSP cnsfrlne In Erepish From 3PM to 
11:P*I. Tet Par* +33 (Oil 47 23 60 60 


Auto Rentals 


RENT AUTO DEBGJ FRANCE: Weekend 
FF500 7 days FF1500. Tet Pans +33 
(0)1 4368 5565. Fax (0)1 4353 5529. 


Auto Shipping 


SAVE ON CAR SHIPPING. AMESCO, 
KiibbestT 2, Antwerp Belgium. To/From 
US, AJrica Regular Ro-Ro sailing. Free 
hotel Tet 320231-4239 Fax Z32-6SS3 


Autos Tax Free 


25 YRS OCEANWIDE MOTORS 
noridwife supply of tax-free care AUDI 
Mercedes BMW, Porsche 
BMW 528A / US Verann / Demo t 
5,000 dries I hily loaded 
USS 35.000 Cel Germany 
+49-211-4493930. fax 49-211-44 93832 


AUC WORLD WKJE TAX FREE CARS. 
Export + shooing + regsUabon of nm 6 
used care. ATKKV. Tenanddel 40. 29X 
Brasschaal, Belgium. Phone: +32 3 
6455002, Fax +32 3 6457109 ATK, 
smea 1959 


Escorts & Guides 



A 

b 

BELGRAVIA 

r 

ORCHIDS 

A 

LONDON - EUROPE 

=s 

THE FHEST & THE HOST 5HCERE 

18 - 38+ KTBWA7KWAL 

BEAUTIFUL i BEGANT 
SECRETARIES, AIR HOSTESSES & 
MODELS + AVAILABLE AS 

YOUR COWAMON 24 HOURS 

Escort Agency Cmfit Cards Wttcoma 


TEL LONDON ++44(0) 


0171 589 5237 


intemaHonal 


ESCORTS. 

Stem* Sna V3 


■perfeef Sarvwr' Dmftcfr ftgua 
"Best in Nm Yotf Hem Yak Ueg. 

Modrts ‘ Beauty Qumbs ‘ Actrants 
Entertrinn 1 Haefeues ’ Secreterin 
MuRflnguaf Trarei CbwbuIom 

Vktoa toe & [teotos avalrite tor 
seiecticn. Ctedl canfe acopted- 


NY USA Hdqte 1-212-765-7896 

OmCEeWTL-CSCOfiTSOOM 


TOP 


s rauHE urn photo models 

MODEL LINK 

Hava a private conSdaotial eweting to 
view oar fine Portfolio Wwttwkfc 

+444 (m 7000 822 822 

ROYAL PLATMJM ESCORT SERVICE 


MIDDLE EAST 

APOLLO ESCORTS 

+31(q2B678M21 I +316(D)5C28-124 
WoikMda Eatesive Stories tor to 
Happy Few. Piwobocrt AvateUs 


HIGH SOCIETY 

Woridwfcb EskoUw Eecort Senfca 
LOnON PARS ZURICH BRUSSB5 
PRAGUE GBMANY USA 


HDQS ++44 (D) TWO 444475 
EJIAL; MbtlWNl 


KBDPS HGH SOCETWIEWIA'PAHS 
RlWSW"2UWCirG0fF1iWNKH 
Hemebonal Escort & Travel Sendee 
Vtara ++43RS35 41 04 aS credl cards 


# FOR EUTE! WLAN 1 ROUE * 

LUCY *39 0335X090953 ALL CAfVS 
Tlswf Senrfca afl Europe USA Canada 






Dnuaria Antwerp + Luxembourg 


LONDON: (0)171-978 6606 
COSMOS Etcoit Xgncy - Credk Cants 


ACE LONDON S PARIS ESCORT 
Service. 24hr Covenl Garden. 
LBWJSA/HJ bookings: 0171 813 9014 


Escori Service & Drner Deles 
Tri:6316338or631 06 43. 


Amstodan JAN B1K ESCORTS. 

For he and she. Escort service since 
1967. Tet +31(0)20 623 T5B4f420 3827- 


ASIAN * PERSIAN ’ ORIENTAL & 
CONTINENTAL Escort Service London 
Tet 0956 223317 24 hrs CrecB Cams 


' BARCELONA • MADRID.’ MNA • 
TOP CLASS Escort Sendee. Crerft 
cads. En^sh ^xtoi Tet 829 70 86 73 


’BERLIN - FRANXH1RT - ZURKH* 
“CARBMA ESCORT AG0KY" 

Tet 0041-848 80 70 77 - Credt Caids ' 


’’EXECUTIVE CLUB" 
LCTOON ESCORT SOWICE 

TEL 0171 722 5008 Cretfi Cants 


ENGL BHWS E PifcaJe Escort Saves 
Ksnre Btafe Lunefi/Dinnw Dates W2 
London Tet 0171 70S 4144 Cretfl cads 


FAR EASTERN LONDON: 01712253232 
^»»ese. Asan, Korean, Thai. Chinese, 
Matoydani Ph^pteo Esan Agency 


FLORENCE'S 

SELECTIVE ESCORT SERVICE 
UJWQN onV 0171 262 2BB6 Al canto 


• FRANKFURT ■ MIRKA • 

Male Escori Servce 

T«f +4940)171 - 62 44 552. da*r 24 hrs 


FRANKFURT A REGION 

Hist Class Escori, Dinner S Date Service 

0048 • 69 ■ 6031575 


GENEVA PRETTY WOMAN 
Cal 022 / 346 00 89 Escort Agency 
lausanneAfcrrtrajT-Basel-Zurich 


••HIGHLIGHTS ■* 
fRANKRJRT HR ESCORT SBWCE 
PLEASE CALL 069 / 55 96 26 


HGH UFE ’ VIENNA • 24 hrs. 

MOST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT SERVICE 
VIENNA ++43-1 -3675690 al cre« cards 


JASWrS ESCORT SHIV1CE 
LOtECN 0171 935 0564 
CREDIT CATOS ACCEPTED 


JULIA Very Pretty and Friendly 
Brunette. Beautiful Face Private Esan 
Service London Tet 0410 772 816 


“ MADUD GLAMOUR “* 

TOP CLASS Escort Sendee. Engteh 
Betare rwlnighi. Tet 34-1-373 66 3B 


IIA UHJRE ENTEHPBSES 
TBj 212-698-1741 
New York Esan Sendee 


NATHALE CHARMMG and v?ry 
Friendly Beautiful Brunatle. Private 
Escort Service. London Tel: 0411 356 566 


MCKY CharisrrBtic, Beauffuf 
Pnrrie Escort Sendee KetGrani 
CM! 0171 589 3738 or 0171 2S9 2623 


PRK THE ENTERPRISES 
Escori Service h New Yoft Cty 
212-27M522 


ZimCH - BERN - BASEL - LUZERN . 
PRESTIGE Esan Agency 
++41 (0)79 4055848 Cmfl Cants 


ZUfflOWEfflWASa-SKI AREA 
Ten Escon Service 24 It-caris 
Tel 0041 (0)79 407 09 31 


' ZURICH * G9EYA * 
Cabin Escon Sense 
Tet 077 790672 


Autos Tax Free 


new TAX-FREE used 
All LEADING MAKES 
Same day re^suaon possUe 
renewable up S3 5 years 
Ws also regster care wft 
(eqriedl foreign (tax-free) plates 

ICZK0VTTS 

Afcd Escher Street 10. CHBQZ7 Zurich 
M01i502 76ia Rsc 012B 76 30 


Legal Services 


DIVOKE 1-DAY CERTFED 
Cai or Fax (774) S68605. Vlftte 16787 
Beach EMI 5137. Hurtfo^on Beach, CA 
92648 USA e-mai drorceGs|xynelj»m 


DIVORCE IN 1 DAY. No Pavel WrftK 
Box 377. Sudbuy, MA 01776 USA. Tet 
978U438387. Fax: 9784430183. 


Antiques 


EXCEPTIONAL Setting 2 easy chain. 
■Pettier Footane*, Empire SMe. Photos , 
and price on request. Fax: France +33 
(0)2 99 16 43 28. 


Colleges & Universities 


DOCTORAL DEGREES 

Acorfted. T to 2 years: 
i monte Residency. 
BUSINESS, HJUCATION, GOVT, 
WT. RELATIONS, PSYCH, RELK30N, 
SOCIAL WORK, HEALTH SERVICES. 
Wrte: Beme Urweray, 
HanMoMtGadLswSdDoi 

PO Bar 1000 

Woleboro Pals, m 03896 
TH: (603) 56M648 
FAX: m 5694052 
E44AL boneribemeaii 


GET A COLLEGE DEGREE in 27 DAYS 
BSIMSA CA/PtCI, e to iichri ng mdua- 
Uon ring, laneotx, rfplorna. Yes ■ s 
real, legal, guradeed and accretBed. 
COLUMBIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
1-504455-1409 24 bores 


EARN UNIVERSITY degrees utilizing 
work. Hie & academic experience. For 
eratetwi t Momatnp forward resume 
to Peclk: Southern ItawmAy. 9581 W. 
PiCO BML, Dept. 121 LOS Angeles. CA 
90035 USA 


Business Services 


CANADIAN LAW FIRM 
fmmiprini for Buriness Persons. 
Tet 613-238-1140 Far 61353M181 
E-mteE boduteiadbusinteiaclire.com 


YOUR ADDRESS & OFFICE IN CH»A 
phone, fax. nafl rr utfofe tocBSbns, plus 
mam orvdte eervses Fax: 06-2M732 
-1070; wwwchliBoBcengawr t com 


YOUR 0FRCE IN LONDON 

Bond Street • Mail, Phone, Fax, Tatar 

Tel - 44 171 280 9000 Fax 171 499 7517 


Business Travel 


IsUBcsiaass Class Frequert Travelers 
WbrtMde. Up to 50% ofl. No colons, 
no reslrctions. Imperial Canada Tet 
1-514-341-7227 Far 1-5 14-341 -799B. 
e-mail, fhr® lnrnftafoonsuftants.com 
WlpJwwwJii a er Mcon wterasxan 


telecommunications i R ea | Estate 

for Sale 


New Lower 
International 
Rates! 


France 270 

Italy 340 

Japan 36* 

Singapore.. 330 
UK. 170 


- Instant Activation 

■ NO Sot Up Fees 
• NO Minima ms 

■ Six-Second Biding 
•AT&T Quality 

■ 24-hour Mufti-Ungual 
Customer Service 

The Original 

kail back - 

Tel: 1 .20&599.1 991 
Fax: 1 .206.599.1 981 
Email: infoekallback.com 
www.kailback.com 

417 Second Avenue West 
Seattle, WA 88119 USA 


French Alps 


AVORIAZ 1800 SKI from doorstep. 
Lame stodfo, hilly furnished and 
mapped. Teffsx +41 22 735 11 36 


Paris and Suburbs 


GOLF ST-NOM LA BRETECHE : 
UNIQUE 234 stpii vfla an ^200 aya 
peed grounds in prhrte estate. 6 bed- 
rooms. 4 baths, large king, verandah, 
terraca Double garage. FF3 j 6U. Owner 
Tel +33 (0)1 34626677. Fax 3462 6850. 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


YOUNG LADIES WORLDWIDE seek 
r snd sBe mtt e s; Daafe and 4flO-pfecBs 
free! HBKES, Box BIOtBBfH. D-10922 
BERLK FAX {49G0-2S99775 ' 


MEETING 
POINT = 


Meeting Point 


BELGIAN gerataman,47 r handsome, rim 
seorithe, dfkea, net edxated, heathy 
phystaBy & meitaBy. good satire of 
humour. Setts Jfle&gaat, attractive, 
sensuous, open minded woman, under 40 
for fur, frienthta. Bepiy Box 
541. IH.T, 9S21 Nerriy Cede*, fW 


VERY ATTRACTIVE SSm styfeh sporty 
tfchde oirert base London buf dBvm to. 
fee sin and sea, seals special success- 
ful worldly sen 34 - 50 to enjoy He's 
best together. Write ro Bax No. 543 
WT, 63 Lwg Acre, London VTC2E 9JH 


• STIMNWG, BJUCATH), Young pette - 
beater, seels friendship «rih hendsome, 
haoun succossfuL educried. Pbvscadv 
ntohessman. 3ffs - aariy 4ffs. l*isi 
. T iequert NYC. Tet 212-388-2701 USA. 


GENERAL 


Switzerland 


GBffVA, LUXURY FURNISHED apart- 
ments. Fran riutBos to 4 bedrooms. Tet 
+41 22 735 6320 Fax +41 22 736 2671 


Holiday Rentals 


Cruising 


ONLY ONE DEPARTURE IMS YEAR 
United nunber of cabins remaining on 
10 day voyage from Baf to Musa 
Tenggara Islands Inctudhg Komodo 
Travel on luxurious 120 passenger 
Oceanic Odyssey led by emert taduers. 
Trip safeig hum Bai Aprils. Cal Ckart 
Experfifons 203-65&4J490, (In U.S.) 
80M56^699. Re 2C&6&6621 



Financial Investments 


MASSIVE SILVER 

DEPOSIT FOUND! 

PANTHER RESOURCES 

GoMen Panther Resources, Ud. 
Vancouver. BC 
GPRX: NASD OTC SB 

Introdmrikio 

Golden Panther Resources is actively 
developing Is La Verde properfies in 


ID BE RQfTED N ROME by Sanluario 
-Dfvino Amore. Beatttri view, cfoss to 
Rome Heriage, tage feinft voting ft*- 
place, Sntog room, Udien. 3 bates, Ja- 
cuzzi, done bedrooms, t master bed- 
room, privtee pod, parkr-g and aaden. 
Fax +39 C® 30385448 


Paris Area Furnished 


ST GOTHAM DES PRES, IMoto buK- 
ing, quel sfado. beams, lop sacuiy. at- 
evstor. F375Q hetodng charges. Private 
01-43 26 13 17 


7TK FIA1 FLOOR, COMFORTABLE - 
4 bedroons. Al anwentoices. 

Tet 310452-2290 USA 


DINING OUT 


Employment 


General Positions Wanted 


m 




The la Verde river mine has been oper- 
ating for over 10 years generating net 
revenues d S2 mton US per year. 

WghB^rts 

Ifryaar history of production and smeter 
reruns. 

Ugh Bade v o fc an o g e nl c masstve sdBde 


Cross ed has interc epted high grade 
river mfneraiztfon. 

Grades of 392.7 gfl Ag (131 oz/ton). 
U% Cu based on to average of to 
Drat 25 meter chama samples. 

Gdden toriier Is locused on doriouing 
is rirw row ii Storia, Mexfoo. Gobai 
Panther Resources,' Lid. Is Bsted on 
NASD OTC BB infer the synfeol GPRX. 

OontecT 

For a derated Womefian parfory . 
ptoase cartact the Company at 

PhonK 604OK377 CANADA 
Fac 604481-3585 
or visk our waste el 
www.goldeipsrtheT.com 


HAESJE CLAES 

W ftrtdi Coobrn. Open Iran fond 


1)1:624 99 96. Sflserwtforareao 
Almoioroorkccirii 



Nnrdtea A HwhrhdbMitoMi mam. 
79,m<b*kCoab, Neely: 1 0IAM4U6. 
Ss6fBPBrii7fel01A7A3J7.il 


MAHARAJAH 

Soasfartl Inria 300m. from NnlrHJre 
baaiacs snrandn^ aradkaed stiooi, 
mu 5V {brii} 127/169 1 cate ISO f 
Tl, U Kank ILL 01 43 S4 36 07 


© KIRANE’S 

NwrhtesI bew^ ilftrs IM wri A 
Begimri j ps ri oB l a i f io m Fia^te. Wry 
flood pnsw iwvimi. Op— evi^dny. 
ArcandKonod. • (andi FF99 
• Knar FT 1551a Jf 199 
85, m du fern* - fefc 01 45 74 40 21 


yugamj 


■few are samph fee araa^c landaeii 

idra* feri ae bteamrag rags or Frbhb- 
T i wissi W |a r rariimn ad) 

14, nia OnupboM It 01 43 36 44 91 


KERVANSARAY 

WM 8 Ion vadrifi* kb** In 

hrisodbod wimuriati IrtBosc 
tt: 5128843. Air rmfikmi Km. Qpm* 
Noor+3 pjn A 6 pja.-1oJB, eoapt Swfap 
OpnhaSdqs.. 


A i w l . i tj i N c 


3 *F1 »rj 


>re»nta1ive wntfi vour text. Ybu wiB be rnfomied of the ccaf lmmedr 
, Afl major Credit Gams Accepted. 


EllHH 

rT ' u w\ | 
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s 

91 

ESii 



MPPjltW 

foe 71 2402254 

WORTH AMHBCA 
NEWYOK 


-496-9584. 

Free: 800-526-7857 

IAIW AMERICA 


MenAni. 
806 6644. 
8023704. 


AMAMUCffK 

HOMO KONG: 

14.(852)2922-1188. 

Ut: 61170 H1HX. 
foe (852)2922-1190. 
NXNC5IA: Jakarta PuwL , 
TsL 62-21-251 1^V |4SS - 
foe.: 62-21-251 2501. 


Ik J33673. foe 3201 0209. 
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Food Distributed to Indonesians 

3 me Chinese Busin essmen Donate Supplies to Help Ease Crisis 


By Cindy Shiner 

Washi ngton Post Sen-ice 


was quoted by Reuters is saying. 
The nation has become increasingly 
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olcnce; two were shot by security forces. 

„ ^ . T — «*«..», muiMMiigiy Ethnic Chinese, who make up only 5 

JAKARTA — Three ethnic Chinese ih»> IT, atl0ul *!“ supply since percent of the population but control 
illionaires distributed thousand* economic crisis spread to In- most of the country's wealth, are often 


millionaires distributed thousands nf drf.,2? 8 ^ “? n ? mic crisis spread to in- most of the country's wealth, are often 
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country s economic crisis and stem un- 
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^caused by nsing food prices. 

The donation is an effon to help the 
people get their daily needs." one of 
the businessmen, Liem Sioe Liong, 


skyrocketed and the value of the nation's 
currency, the rupiah, has plunged at least 
70 percent. 

Rioters in about two dozen towns have 
targeted small-scale ethnic Chinese mer- 
chants by stoning, looting and burning 
shops. Five people have died in the vi- 


CHINA: Seeking Out an Industrial Cure 

Continued from Page 1 
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"But anything arranged by the gov- 
ernment with no reference to the market 
is not going to succeed." 

Executives at North China, now of- 
ficially designated the flagship of the 
nation's pharmaceutical industry, 
proudly point to the trappings of a mod- 
em-minded company: a glossy annual 
report and a board of directors that was 
created when North China, whose shares 
are traded on the Shanghai Stock Ex- 
change, went public in 1994. 

Yer they acknowledge that the com- 
pany still operates in a system where 
political considerations, often secret 
ones, guide the most important de- 
cisions. Accountability and market re- 
sponsiveness are new, only partly un- 
derstood notions. 

"We say that the board of directors 

makes the main de- _ 

cisions, but it’s really 
the Hebei party com- 
mittee," Lu Weichuan, 

North China's presi- 
dent, said in an inter- 
view, referring to the 
Communist Party com- 
mittee that is the ulti- 
mate power in Hebei, 
the Chinese province 
that is home to North 
China. “In a free mar- 
ket, the government 
plays a minimal role. 

But in a developing 
economy, the govern- 
ment has to play an im- 
portant role. ' 

Mr. Lu, like many 

Communist-trained managers, likes to 
measure his company's size by work 
force and volume of output, rather than 
by sales or profits. The company's 
strategy for growth, in his words, is to 
"take advantage of our market, re- 
sources and government support." 

With sales of $420 million and profit 
of $34 million in 1997, North China is 
the largest of about 3300 drag comp- 
utes in the country. But it remains tiny 
compared with its international rivals, 
like Glaxo Wellcome PLC and Smith- 
Kline Beechom PLC, whose recently 
announced merger ‘plan would create a 
company more than 100 times as large. 


In the long term, 
the enmeshing of 
politics and 
business — so 
devastating to 
other Asian 
nations in recent 
months, and so 
prevalent in China 
— may spell 
trouble. 


poverty and clumsy socialist planning. 

Beijing's goal is for each of iu six 
model conglomerates to top $5 billion in 
annual sales within a few years and to 
eventually join the Fortune 500. Until 
the crisis struck South Korea. Chinese 
executives often spoke about the ben- 
efits of creating a company with 
everything, such as its own securities, 
insurance and real estate subsidiaries. 
Now executives are more restrained, 
preferring to talk about concentrating on 
a core business in the six chosen fields: 
pharmaceuticals, household appliances, 
consumer electronics, sieelmaking, 
shipbuilding and personal computers. 

But the $5 billion largci remains — 
North China would have to increase its 
sales 1 1 -fold to reach it — and it seems 
as arbitrary as the numbers that once 
filled China's five-year plans, a main- 
stay of the old. centrally planned econ- 

omy. 

Mr. Xu of Merrill 
Lynch argues that con- 
glomerates will help 
China's economy ma- 
ture but that govern- 
ment intervention is re- 
quired to nurture their 
growth. 

The key, he insists, is 
to keep business goals 
ahead of political ones, 
though he acknowledg- 
es the difficulty of do- 
ing so. 

“There are many 
cases of government- 
arranged mergers 
where a good company 

is forced to take over a 

bad one, to save it,” Mr. Xu said. "But 
the final outcome is that both are 
doomed. That’s the danger of govern- 
ment-arranged mergers." 

Of the hundreds of mergers in China 
over the lasr year, Mr. Xu estimated, not 
a single one came about without gov- 
ernment participation. 

When companies from different 
provinces have merged, the provincial 
government of each has often tried to 
protect its own company, requiring se- 
nior leaders from Beijing to step in and 
impasean arrangement 

After years of insisting that better 
management would tom things around. 
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Despite its population of 1.2 billion the Communist Party leaders last year 
and an economy that has had average finally faced the reality that the majority 
of more than 10 percent a' year of state-run businesses were losing 

money or barely breaking even and that 
many of the rest would be better off in 
private hands. At a party congress in 
September, the leadership agreed to sell 
off the bulk of the 13.000 midsize and 
large state-owned companies. 

But they decided to keep 1,000 or so 
of the biggest companies under gov- 
ernment control, and eventually to create 
huge conglomerates for each major, in- 
dustrial sector. 

When it came to choosing which drug 
company would be the modeL, North 
China got the nod. It recently absorbed a 
smaller company and will likely merge 
with others, reducing the number of 
drugmakers in China but by no means 
guaranteeing North China’s dominance 
over the many competitors that remain. 

Less than 10 percent of North China' 5 
sales come from exports, but low-cost 
production could conceivably help the 
company carve out a niche in the in- 
ternational market The pharmaceutical 
unit of Germany's Hoechst AG, for ex- 


growth of more than 10 percent a year 
since 1990. China stzJLi has virtually no 
world-class companies, a legacy of 


JAPAN: 

Plan Falls Flat 

Continued from Page 1 

as possible so that it can reduce its def- 
icit. 

"Our primary concern is to stop the 
rising debt," said Masakazu Sakaguchi, 
chief of the research division at the Fi- 
nance Ministry's Budget Bureau. But he 
indicated that the government would be 
flexible: "Whether additional measures 
are necessary or not, we need to watch 
the economy very carefully.” 

Friday’s package, the fourth drawn up 
by the governing Liberal Democratic 
Party since October, included measures 


to help ease the credit squeeze, revive . . . , 

the property market, encourage the pur- ample, announced recently that it would 
chase of second homes and facilitate the self its penicillin-making arm because it 
trading of asset-backed securities. could no longer compete with China s 

One measure would also encourage and India's low costs. 
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Analysts who follow North China say 
it faces challenges from a range of new 
antibiotics on the domestic drug market, 
where prices have been falling. "There 
are so many new drags on the market,” 
said Wang Qingyi of Guotai Securities 
in Shanghai "Prices are coming down, 
and their core business is in penicillin," 
a decades-old drug with a narrow profit 
ma rgin . 

North China receives government 
support in several forms, mainly through 
support for mergers and loans. Mr. Lu 
said. But most of all, being selected as 
one of the nation’s six model conglom- 
erates was excellent public relations. 

"Our stock went up 20 percent in 
three days.” the company president 
said. 

Traditionally, a Chinese company 
showered with government praise is 

— : guaranteed to do well, since senior of- 

rv % r . r« ficials often tie their own prestige to its 

Don t Let Luro Ueneci success . Pan of the price, however, is 

that such companies must still take or- 
ders from the government 
"In this country, you can’t do any- 
CampsrJ by op suff Front Dapxhn thing on a large scale without govem- 

NEW YORK — The U.S. Treasury ment support,’ * said Rong 
secretary Robert Rubin, said Friday that deputy general manager of Shangteu 
a InglZmr- Soche-a. a^oU company 50 

nmcymfccd deflec.myBfflt,an from “^.gh^ng said Shanghai 

fdonaway Penoche^p.W.o^^com 


co mpani es to buy back their own shares, 
which could help lift the stock market, 
while another would allow banks to re- 
value their landholdings and fold un- 
realized profits into their capital base. 

The -party is also considering trying to 
revive the real estate market by using 
public funds to encourage institutions to 
purchase land held by lenders as col- 
lateral. In addition, the package urges 
that rules be rewritten to promote the 
securitization of property. 

It was difficult for the ruling party to 
back Friday's proposals with rands be- 
cause the general 1998 budget has not yet 
been passed by Parliament, Any special 
stimulus for the economy would prob- 
ably come in the form of a supplementary 
budget, which could only pass after die 
-■ general budget is approved. 


Reforms, Rubin Says 
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(Reuters. Bloomberg) 



instability. 

Chinese merchants in several towns 
have donated rice and money to the poor 
and set up reduced-price markets to ap- 
pease their angry neighbors. Indonesians 
accuse them of raising prices indiscrim- 
inately and of hoarding food. 

A spokesman for Die attorney gen- 
eral's office warned Fnday that food 
hoarders could face the death penalty. 

"It's probably to scare people to re- 
lease ihe stock* that ihey have," a food 
market analyst said. 

The official Antara news agency said 
the warning came after the authorities 
discovered thousands of ions of rice, 
sugar and soybeans in warehouses in and 
around Jakarta, the capital. 

Officials have warned in the past that 
hoarding is considered a subversive act. 
The authorities have also threatened to 
shoot rioters, but security forces so far 
have exerted minimal force in quelling 
the violence that has broken out on sev- 
eral of the vast archipelago's islands. 

A drought has hurt food production, 
but it is unclear how badly die upcoming 
rice crop will be affected. 

* ’Jr’s siili premature to say. ‘ 1 the food 
market analyst said. "The crop seems to 
be delayed." 

Domestic food production dropped by 
about 4 percent last year and a similar 
decline is expected this year. 

The analyst said the overall food sup- 
ply was “a problem in the sense that 
Indonesia will have to put up dollars to 
buy food." Moreover, he said, com- 
munities arc "very isolated." 

"But in terms of the total food sup- 
ply," he added. “1 think it's not a matter 
of life and death as such." 

Indonesia, which has the world's fourth 
largest population. Is a major rice pro- 
ducer. imports, while significant due to 
the number of consumers, make up only 
10 percent of domestic consumption. 

Recent deliveries of imports have been 
held up because the nation has been 
unable to obtain letters of credit from 
banks already wary over the country's 
$65 billion private debt. As a result of that 
and other factors, such as the drought and 
a weak currency, rice prices have soared 
50 percent or more in some areas. 

Aware of the potential for unrest be- 
cause of price increases and food short- 
ages, the World Bank has earmarked 
$400 million to ensure food supplies to 
Indonesia’s poorest. 


BRIEFLY 


Critics Rap Taipei 
On Airbus Crash 

TAIPEI — Critics have accused 
the authorities in Taiwan of mis- 
handling the bodies of 202 people 
who perished in the nation's worst air 
crash. By Thursday, only 1 10 bodies 
had been tentatively identified 

The cause of the crash of the 
China Airlines Airbus A3 00 from 
Bali has not been determined. 

No complaint has been filed so 
far but victims’ relatives and news- 
papers excoriated the authorities for 
their handling of victims’ bodies. 
One newspaper reported that looters 
had invaded the crash site. (AP) 

Tokyo Envoy Sours 
On Cambodia Vote 

PHNOM PENH — A Japanese 
diplomat warned Friday against 
premature optimism that a settle- 
ment may soon be reached allowing 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, the 
ousted first prime minister, to return 
to Cambodia for July elections. 

"A lot of things have to be solved 
before Ranariddh can return." said 
Junichi Ihara following a one-hour, 
40-minute meeting between Hun 
Sen, the Cambodian leader, and 
Masakiko Komura, Japan's state 
secretary for foreign affairs. (AP) 

Leader of Nepal 
Survives Vote 

KATMANDU. Nepal — Prime 
Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa on 
Friday survived a no-confidence 
vote, but his success is unlikely to 
bring stable government to Nepal, 
analysts said. 

The House of Representatives, 
the lower house of the Himalayan 
kingdom’s Parliament, rejected a 
Communist-led censure motion by 
a vote of 103 to 100. ( Reuters ) 

Earthquake Hits 
Northwest Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD — A strong earth- 
quake hit northwestern Pakistan and 
neighboring Afghanistan on Friday, 
sending Islamabad residents run- 
ning into the streets and causing still 
undetermined damage in provincial 
towns. 

There were no immediate repots 
of any casualties. Saiiauddin Khan, 
director of a Pakistan earthquake 
center, put the preliminary mag- 
nitude at 6.1. (AP) 

Kabul Amputation 

ISLAMABAD — A thief had 
one hand amputated before thou- 
sands of people in the Afghan cap- 
ital, Kabul, on Friday, Taleban ra- 
dio reported. (AP) 



Seoul Leader 
Leaves Office 
With Apology 
To the People 


By Sonni Efron 

Los Angeles Tunts 


Sujviltcain-- 

Ethnic Chinese store owners selling their goods at discount prices to 
poor residents of Kadipaten, a town 200 kilometers cast of Jakarta. 

Tensely, India Goes Into 2d Round of Voting 


Rearers 

NEW DELHI — India headed for the 
second leg of elections in a mood of 
unease Friday as the police beefed up 
security in the southern state of Tamil 
Nadu and violence erupted elsewhere in 
the country’. 

Voting for 184 of the lower house of 
Parliament's 545 seats is set for Sunday 
in 1 1 states and one union territory. Vote 
counting begins March 2 and a new 
Parliament is expected to be constituted 
by mid-March. 

The first, and biggest, of five phases 
of voting was marred Monday by vote- 
rigging and violence in which at least 25 
people died and dozens were hurt. 

The Election Commission declared 


null and void the vote Monday in Patna, 
capital of the eastern state of Bihar, and 
three political parties called for soldiers 
to be sent to the state for the rest of voting 
there Sunday. 

The police declared an alert in Tamil 
Nadu, where a series of bomb explosions 
in the city of Coimbatore have killed 60 
people since Saturday. 

P. Kalimuthu, police commissioner of 
the stale capital, Madras, said more than 
3,000 officers were checking movie 
theaters, markets, commercial com- 
plexes and shopping mails throughout 
the city. 

“The basic aim is io prevent any 
Coimbatore-type blasts from occurring 
in the city," he said. 


SEOUL — In a blunt and contrite 
farewell address to the nation Friday, the 
departing President Kim Young Sam 
apologized for a five-year term that has 
proved a bitter disappointment to many 
South Koreans. 

“1 cannot but admit frankly that my 
efforts fell short of your expectations," 
Mr. Kim said in a speech from the Blue 
House, the presidential residence. 

“My heart aches because of the heavy’ 
responsibility that weighs on my mind 
whenever I think of your suffering be- 
cause of the current foreign exchange 
and financial crisis.” Mr. Kim said, "I 
extend my consolation to you from the 
bottom of my heart." 

The 70-year-old president also en- 
dorsed his longtime rival, Kim Dae Jung, 
who will be inaugurated Wednesday, 
saying the president-elec i "is more than 
able to restore stability and growth to the 
nation" and urging all citizens to sup- 
port him. 

Kim Young Sam came into office in 
1993 with 90 percent public approval 
ratings. The nation’s first civilian pres- 
ident. he initially delighted South 
Koreans with such austere habits as jog- 
ging each morning and serving visitors 
To the Blue House a humble lunch of 
noodles, in stark contrast with the lavish 
lifestyle of his predecessors. 

He jailed corrupt business leaders and 
politicians by the score but then saw bis 
own administration rocked by a cor- 
ruption scandal that ended with the graft 
conviction of his son. He promised 
sweeping economic reforms, yet his 
policies proved too inept and superficial 
to cure the cronyism and economic dis- 
tortions that finally landed South Korea 
under International Monetary Fund re- 
ceivership in November. 

"! have come to feel acutely the 
meaning of the saying, 'Reforms are 
more difficult than revolution,' " Mr. 
Kim said. 

“Our reforms lagged far behind 
changes in the rest of Ihe world." 

Kim Dae Jung has promised not to 
wreak vengeance on his longtime polit- 
ical foes, but only to expose the troth of 
South Korea's troubled modem his- 
tory. 
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The Iraq Crisis 


• Diplomatic handicappers are not 
giving UN Secretary-General Kofi An- 
nan much chance of resolving the Iraq 
crisis during his mission toBaghdaa 
this weekend. Bat (he shape of a plau- 
sible agreement, though largely un- 
noticed, can be found in inspection 
arrangements once accepted by both 
Iraq and the United States. If recon- 
stituted and reaffirmed, they could 
give UN weapons inspectors the un- 
restricted access they most have, while 
honoring Iraq's claims of sovereign 
dignity at national palaces and other 
locations now off limits to inspection. 

Such an arrangement defused an 
earlier crisis between Iraq and the UN. 
For a while it provided expanded ac- 
cess for UN inspectors, until Iraq even- 
tually reneged on the agreement Even 
so, it advanced the overall inspection 
effort at no meaningful cost A similar 
deal would be acceptable to Wash- 
ington today, for as long as Iraq fully 
honored its terms. 

The earlier arrangement was 
reached in June 1996 when Iraq barred 
inspectors from Republican Guard 
quarters and other sites that Baghdad 
contended were sensitive to its secu- 
rity. Amid hints of American military 
strikes, the Security Council sent the 
chief inspector at that time, Rolf 
Ekeus, to Iraq to demand admission to 
the closed sites. To the surprise of 
many, Baghdad agreed in writing to 
grant unconditional access. 

Mr. Ekeus achieved this by volun- 
teering several face-saving concessions 
that did not compromise the ii 
ability to do their woik. He 


America in a Box 

As her question-and-answer session 
at tbe University of South Carolina 
approached its conclusion Thursday, 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
objected. “I'm having so much fonE” 
she said. And no wonder. Compared 
with the crowd that bad heckled her 
and two colleagues in Ohio on Wed- 
nesday, the USC audience was polite, 
respectful and under control- But some 
of the questions posed in South Car- 
olina were just as sharp and skeptical. 

The Ohio State University forum 
was a debacle of public relations, and 
the administration had only itself to 
blame. Secretary Albright, Defease 
Secretary W illiam Cohen and National 
Security Adviser Sandy Berger proved 
less masterful than their boss at the 

S 've-and-take format of a town ball 
rum, but that was not the root of the 
problem. The administration is right to 
seek to explain its Iraq policy to the 
public, but it was wrong to stage a 
gimmicky, campaign-style rally for 
.what is decidedly not a political, cam- 
paign-style issue. 

Moreover, there was something un- 
seemly about giving exclusive broad- 
cast rights to the Ohio event to CNN as 
a way of reaching Saddam Hussein 
himself. At this stage of events, the 
administration should not be beseech- 
ing the Iraqi dictator or fitting its public 
relations campaign to his viewing 


vaguely worded assurance that the UN 
-would respect Iraq's legitimate security 
concerns and sovereignty as expressed 
in Security Council resolutions. He 
agreed that to facilitate UN access to the 
sensitive sites, Iraqi cabinet ministers 
conk! accompany , bat not interfere with, 
tbe inspectors. Baghdad received no pri- 
or information about exactly where 
these inspections would take place. Fi- 
nally, Mr. Ekeus agreed that the visits 
would begin with small teams of in- 
but that premises would be 


schedule. 


teams brought in if ant 
activities was < 

Similar arrangements could be ac- 
ceptable for the presidential and other 
sites now in dispute, provided the UN 
weapons teams retain unrestricted 
rights to go where they need to without 
advance notice and to determine tbe 
extent and duration of inspections. 

An agreement along these lines 
would have the practical virtue of al- 
lowing tbe inspectors to ex amin e lo- 
cations they have not been able to 
investigate. It would also preserve the 
other useful elements of the current 
inspection system, including monitor- 
ing cameras, electronic sniffers and 
remote temperature detectors that can 
show whether a factory is being used to 
produce legi timate consumer goods or 
biological and chemical weapons. 

If Saddam Hussein's real concern is 
not sovereign dignity but freedom to 
develop biological weapons in 
secrecy, Mr. Annan will return empty- 
handed and military action will com- 
mence. But if tiie Iraqi leader seeks an 
inspection regime that takes Iraqipride 
into account, it is within reach. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. ' 


President Bill Clinton on Thursday 
sought to minimize the damage when he 
warned Saddam Hussein not to be 
misled by die dissension evident in 
Ohio. Americans still hope for a peace- 
ful solution, Mr. Clinton said, “but if it's 
necessary for us to act, I believe Amer- 
ica will do what it always does: I believe 
it will unite.” We think he's right 

But the administration also must 
recognize that its difficulties in Ohio 
had something to do with its message, 
and not just with the ill-chosen me- 
dium. Mr. Clinton and his team have 
eloquently described tbe evils of Sad- 
dam Hussein and the dangers posed by 
his biological and chemical weapons. 
But the bombing campaign the ad- 
ministration is now planning will not 
by its own admission, eradicate either; 
it will simply dimin ish the threat, and it 
may have to be followed by more 
bombing sometime in the future. 

This may be the best of a series of 
bad options at the administration’s dis- 
posal — or, as Mrs. Albright said 
Thursday, “while this may not be an 
aesthetically pleasing solution, it is 
st r a t e g ically sufficient for us ... we 
need to contain him in his box.” 

But many Americans feel that the 
options are limited in part because of 
past U.S. mistakes, under both President 
George Bush and Mr. Clinton, and that 
it is the United States that now finds 
itself ipabox. It was that discomfort that 
many Americans reflected in Ohio and, 
more courteously, in South Carolina. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Politics on Ice 


In Olympic events where artistry 
blends with athleticism, and perfor- 
mance cannot be measured in terms of 
points scored or time elapsed, there 
will always be an element of subjectiv- 
ity in the decisions of the judges. Pol- 
itics add an extra measure of volatility, 
especially in ice skating. 

To this day. Linda Fratianne's coach 
remains convinced that European 
judges unfairly awarded the gold 
medal to an East German in 1980 de- 
spite the fact that Ms. Fratianne, an 
American, had captured both the short 
and long programs. Political motiv- 
ations have been less obvious since the 
end of the Cold War, but the judging 
can be as inscrutable as ever. 

In Nagano, the short program in pairs 
skating raised eyebrows when the U.S. 
team of Kyoko Ina and Jason Dungjen 
skated flawlessly but placed fourth, 
while first place went to a Russian pair 
that flubbed a death spiral and third 
place went to a team that crashed on a 
jump. In die women's short program, 
the French judge favored the French 
skater Surya Bonaly with scores far 
above the marks of other judges, sug- 
gesting again ihm nationality counts. 


But no event is as maddening as ice 
dancing, where inertia may be as big an 
obstacle to fairness as politics. Again, 
representatives of the old East Bloc 
dominated tbe judges’ panel, and well 
before the end of the four-dance com- 
petition, TV commentators had accur- 
ately predicted the final standings. 

Russia’s Pasha Grishuk and Yevgeni 
Platov won the gold, which was no great 
surprise since they had already won 21 
straight competitions. Indeed, Ms. 
Grishuk, as much actress as athlete, 
seems almost to skate with a sense of 
entitlement The order of the top nine 
teams did Dot budge after the com- 
pulsory dances, which suggested that 
reputation may count for as much as that 
particular night's performance does. 

In less subjective sports, a single 
performance can undo a career or cata- 
pult an unknown athlete to the top. But 
the ice dancing judges were content to 
let the world order of that sport remain 
undisturbed. 

Their predictability eliminated the 
element of risk, and fairness, that sep- 
arates a good floor show from a tightly 
matched competition. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
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If Japan 

T OKYO — The financial and eco- 
nomic crisis in Asia should be a 
great opportunity for Japan to as suzne a 
foil partnership role, with the United 
States in helping the region man- 
age, and recover from, its problems. 

Yet despite its huge stake in the 
economic health of East Asia, Tokyo's 
response has been surprisingly weak 
and limited. 

In the latest of a long line of under- 
whelming Japanese “initiatives,” the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party on Fri- 
day unveiled a package of largely de- 
regulatory measures to support the 
flagging' economy and stock market. 

But a draft of the package — re- 
leased just hours before Finance Min- 
ister Hikaro Malsnoaga was to leave 
for a era dal meeting of the Group of 
Seven nations on the Asian crisis ■ — 
offered none of the fiscal stimulus 
spending urged by the United States 
and Asian countries. 

Japan could have used the summit 
meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation forum, held in Vancouver 
in November, to take the lead in forging 
a consensus on how to approach the 
region's difficulties, instead, Japanese 
leaders were all but invisible. 

More recently, U.S. Deputy Trea- 
sury Secretary Lawrence Summers vis- 
ited the region’s hardest-hit countries 
to show Washington’s support, and to 
encourage commitment to the painful 
reform and austerity measures pre 



By Robert G. Lees 

scribed by tbe International Monetary 
Fund. How much more powerful the 
trip would lave been if ne had been 
accompanied by bis counterpart hum 
Japan's Finance Ministry. 

Given that Japan accounts for 70 
percent of East Asia's economy, it is 
clear that there will be no. solution 
without Japanese leadership. The 
single most important contribution 
Tokyo could make would be to stim- 
ulate its moribund domestic economy 
in asignificant way. 

Increasing demand in Japan by cut- 
ting taxes, and by undertaking struc- 
tural as well as regulatory reforms, 
would help not only Japanese busi- 
nesses and consumers but die entire 
region. Such steps are long overdue. 

Increased demand for imports in 
Japan would translate into much- 
needed export earnings for companies 
throughout East Asia, m contrast, weak 
demand and a weak yen will make it. 
difficult for the region to get back on 
its feet again. 

Although Japan has significant eco- 
nomic problems of its own, it could 
act as a locomotive to pull its neighbors 
out of the morass. Not only is Japan 
well positioned to act, as the region’s 
largest lender and source of exports 
and aid, bat it also-has the most to gain 
from doing so. 


Continued Japanese inaction is fool- 
hardy at. best and self-destructive at 
worst. It is highly unlikely- that con-' 
Science will return to East Asia unless 
Tokyo takes the lead and stimulates, 
opens and reforms its economy in a 
meaningful way. 

While Japan has foiled to rise to the - 
occasion, China, its rival for regional 
leadership, has been making all the 
right moves. Beijing has -accepted the 
realities and responsibilities or being a 
full player in the global economy.: . 

President Jiang Zemin’s meetings 
with President Bui Clinton in Wash- 
last October started the ball 
_ , They showed China’s willing-' 
ness to assume a leadership and part- 
nership role with the United States. 
Those ties were further cemented by 
folkrw-up meetings between tbe UJS. 
and Chinese leaders at the APEC 
s ummit meeting in Vancouver. And, 
when the financial crisis hit Thailand, 
China stepped forward with an aid 
package of $1 billion. 

But perhaps Beijing's biggest con- 
tribution to restoring economic stabil- 
ity to tbe region is not what it has 
done but what it has refrained from 
doing. China has demonstrated impres- 
sive restraint in not devaluing its cur- 
rency, despite intense pressure to do so. 
Such a devaluation could be devast- 
ating for China's neighbors, triggering 
a further spiral of- currency devalu- 
ations in the region. * 


. When the Hong Kong stock market 
dropped precipitously and pressure on 
the.' Hnng Kong dollar mounted, all 
eyes, turned to Beijing. . Again to its 
credit, nrina gave full support to the 
Hong Kong authorities in . their suc- 
cessful defensive moves. 

In fact, Beijing's behavior 


over has been exemplary. Both the 
business and financial sectors of the 
former British colony- could hardly 
have asked for more.. 

On the strategic front, at no time 
in recent memory has China seemed 
less of . a threat . to Southeast Asia. 
Beijing has been consolidating peace 
with its neighbors, including Taiwan. 
China has als n increased the tempo of 
talks on its membership in the World 

Trade Org an iyarin nhy working toward 

required reforms. 

As many East Asian countries 
stumble, this could be the d efining 
moment for nations that aspire to 
leadership in the next century. Japan 
seems frozen If this- is true, who 
will lead Asia? 


The writer - is secretary-general 
of the Pacific Basin Economic Coun- 
cil , an association cf senior business 
leaders ■ representing more than 
1,100 firms in 20 countries around 
the Pacific. He * contributed this 
comment to the International Herald 
Tribune . 


We Need to Face It: Innocent Iraqis Will Suffer and Die 


W ASHINGTON — It 

seems a bit unpatriotic to 
bring np the subject of Iraqi 
civilian casualties just as the 
American military prepares for 
a second major retaliation 
against Saddam Hussein's de- 
predations. But it seems more 
than a bit evasive and hypo- 
critical to park the subject until 
the war, if it comes, is over. 

If the civ ilian toll troubles us 
Americans — and I think it does 
— better to look it in the eye and 
to address it before die event 
Otherwise we come off as lack- 
ing the courage of onrprofessed 
moral convictions. 

Right now yon can hear a 
certain- ritual concern being ex- 
pressed for the “collateral” ci- 
vilian casualties likely to be 
suffered by Iraqis. Some of this 
concern is expediently political 
— a fear that Iraqi casualties will 
inflame other Arabs and burden 
the diplomacy of the war. 

There is also a strain of hu- 
manitarian compassion at work. 
But h uroan i tarianiam is a palp- 
ably weaker force than. the par . 
triotism that stirs our feelings 
for our countrymen. Most of us 
are tugged far more by the 
obligations to our soldiers than 
by toe claims of an unknown, 
adversarial other. 

The truth is that, given the 
experience of the first Gulf War 
and its aftermath, American 
losses will be in military ranks 
and as low as we can make them. 
Iraqi losses will be civilian as 
well as military and higher by 
untold orders of magnitude. - 
In the Gulf War, the Pentagon 
counted 148 American military 
dead. The Iraqi military num- 
bers are wobbly: tens of thou- 
sands are estimated. 

But during — and especially 
since — the war there have been 
hundreds of thousands of Iraqi 
civilian deaths. Of these, only a 
relative handful were the result 
of U.S. bombs — the scenario 
currently most on our minds. 

Even if Saddam Hussein now 
sprinkles women and children 


By Stephen S. Rosenleld 


liberally around his missile bat- 
teries, as many , people suspect 
he may do, toe combat-related 
losses of a new round might be 
similarly fractional. 

In feet, the great bulk of the 
losses attributable to the Gulf 
War came after the guns had 
fallen silent. The toll was not 
paid full attention in America. 

UN sanctions hafl a cr ushing 
impact on toe economic life of 
the country. In addition, Amer- 
ican faces had “taken down” 
tbe national electric power sys- 
tem, a target with an evident 
military aspect That it also bad 
a civilian aspect seems not to 
have been anticipated. 

Without electric power, the 
water and sewage systems — toe 
heart of the public health in- 
frastructure — collapsed. Stores 
of medicines and medical equip- 
ment were depleted. 


The sanctions and this bomb 
damage to the infrastructure 
produced a civilian death count 
that has conceivably surpassed 
a million people. It appears that 
children, vulnerable to malnu- 
trition and disease, were and - 
still are toe chief victims. 

I asked the Pentagon whether 
this time American planes and 
missiles would avoid dual-use 
.targets with heavy civilian im- 
plications; I was told that the 
military does not give out ad- 
vance word of its target lists. 

If you now support, as I do, 
tbe use of force as a last resort to 
co ntain a resurgent Saddam 
Hussein, then you must be pre- 
pared for an unequal distribu- 
tion of human costs. The reason 
for further fighting ties in the 
menace Saddam poses to inter- 
national peace and security. But 
the price comes high. It is hard to 


deal at all wfih Saddam Hussein 
without being tainted yourself. 

Assume — against all mil- 
itary experience — perfect 
command and control and no 
combat accidents. The con- 
stantly improving precision- 
guided munitions m toe Amer- 
ican arsenal convey a sense that 
die military mission can be ac- 
complished and civilian targets 


lut in the sort of modem, 
wired society that is much of 
Iraq, these weapons' can hit mil- 
itary targets and still do civilian 
damage. We indulged in tbe il- 
lusion of relative civilian im- 
munity the first time around. 
This time we know better. 

Faced with the difficult" cas- 
ualty numbers, many of us 
simply blame Saddam Hussein. 
Fair enough. The overall di- 
lemma is of his making. He 
began toe 1990-91 whr and cre- 
ated die present crisis. He chose 


to apply Iraq’s limited postwar 
resources to military renewal 
and personal aggrandizement. 
He toyed with his own access to 
toe United. Nations' food-for- 
oil loophole. His rearmament 
put out of bounds the lifting of 
inter national sanctions. We are 
not more responsible than he for 
the welfare of the Iraqi people. 

We must, nonetheless, an- 
swer to ourselves . If civilian cas- 
ualties — especially over time 
— are practically inevitable, 
then they can be reduced at least 
marginally by careful target se- 
lection. The bureaucratic delays 
in food-for-oil exchanges on our 
side can be trimmed, If Saddam 
Hussein opens up fully for arms 
inspections, sanctions can end. 

Eventually, help in recon- 
struction should be forthcom- 
ing. Our squeamishness need 
not disable our policy, which 
needs a moral edge. 

The Washington Post. 


The Decline of the New Rome Has Begun 


P ARIS — The interesting 
thing about toe public meet- 
ing on Iraq that toe Clinton ad- 
ministration arranged at Ohio 
State University last Wednes- 
day was not that protesters were 
noisily present, nor that ques- 
tioners were skeptical about the 
government’s policies. 

It was the poverty of the gov- 
ernment’s answers. The secre- 
taries of state and defense, 
Madeleine Albright and Wil-* 
liam Cohen, and National Se- 
curity Adviser Samuel Berger 
were reduced to arguments of a 
sentimentality and a historical 
and political inanity unworthy 
of intelligent people. 

This added to toe impression 
other administration figures 
have already given of a gov- 
ernment that no longer believes 
in the policy it defends. How 
many Robert McNamaras are 
there on this policy team? 


By William Pfaff 


Saddam Is Not the Only Problem SS 



i destruction. Air attacks may show i 
but Saddam Hussein could well place innocent civilians at potential 
pttnrir points, or kill them himse lf and claim that U.S. air strikes 
were responsible. In a few months there mil be a new crisis. 

The fundamental problem is the Ba'atinst regime that Saddam 
heads. It is that problem which we most confront 

As a shorthand, we often speak of “Saddam” as the problem. 
This focus on the individual can even lead to such proposals as that 
made by George Stepbanopoulos, the former Clinton admin- 
istration adviser, that the United States provide “direct support” 
for an “inside job” to assassinate Saddam. 

In addition to being illegal, impractical and destructive of much 
of what the United States and its allies try to stand for in the world, 
such an effort, even if successful, would be quite likely, to give us 
another Ba’ato nationalist of Saddam’s stripe. 

Instead, the United States and its allies need a solid program to 
break tbe power of Saddam’s regime. Someelements of that program 
could include air strikes. But America should maintain its forces in 
the region for a sustained period so that it can spring a surprise at 
some point. An attack now against what are sorely dispersed 
weapons stockpiles would certainly be less effective. We would 
want to make sure that any attack causes tbe Republican Guard — 
also probably disposed to make air attack less effective — max- 
imum damage, since it is much of tbe basis of toe regime’s power. 

The Clinton administration’s position has been expressed in 
several different ways. At times it seems that only attacks against 
weapons stockpiles ore being contemplated. Such limited strikes, 
especially if executed at a tune when Saddam expects them, would 
succeed in doing very little that is useful. If air strikes occur within 
the next few weeks, this may be die most telegraphed punch in 
military history. 

Other important components of a program to break the powa - of 
toe Iraqi regime might well include destroying toe Iraqi air defense 
system and establishing and maintaining a no-fly zone over toe 
entire country, a stqj that would make it much harder for tbe regime 
to move Republican Guard forces quickly by helicopter to counter 
rebellions by dissident regular forces, such as have occurred in the 

^oy^^^^ous air protec^^^rto^Kmds in the north and toe 
Shiites in toe south against toe regime. 

A decisive and coherent long-term program to bring down toe 
Ba’athist regime in Iraq, of which air strikes from time to time may 
well be an important part, is the only course of action at this point 
that has any chance of success. 

— fames Wocdsey.former director of the CIA, corkmenting in 
an article distributed by the Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 


If toe United States is going 
to make war on Iraq, toe leaders 
of the country ought to be able to 
produce a sober and convincing 
case for what the war will ac- 
complish and how international 
society will be better off for 
what is done. That is what was 
supposed to have been done ar 
die Ohio State meeting. 

Instead, Mr. Cohen told us 
that Saddam Hussein is a bad 
man, which we knew. There are 
many bad men in powerful po- 
sitions in this sad world of ours. 

He showed us pictures of a 
mother and child killed by Iraqi 
security forces, which — as tire 
andienpe in Ohio instantly rec- 
ognized — could as well have 
been tomorrow’s mother and 
child inadvertently killed by 
American bombs. 

Feeble and extravagant dom- 
ino arguments were produced, 
attributing to Saddam Hussein a 
of potential influence 
over the future of the region, and 
indeed over toe future of the 
United States, with which few ( at war, 
analysts outside government for the better 
would agree. His determination 
to possess mass destruction, 
weapons was discussed as if he 
were invulnerable to deterrence. 

If Saddam is not stopped, Mr. 

Berger said, “all those who fol- 
low will believe that they can 
threaten the security of a vital 
region with impunity.” This is 
particularly nonsensical when 
Mr. Berger and his colleagues 
cannot demonstrate how tomb- 
ing Iraq will stop Saddam. They 
have no answer to the funda- 
mental question cf how- bomb- 
ing Iraq wifi change for toe better 
a situation that everyone rec- 
ognizes as unsatisfactory. 

Other officials have already 
acknowledged that a new 
American air campaign, inev- 
itably punishing Iraq's people, 
may actually strengthen thfe 
Iraqi president’s domestic and 
regional standing. 

This is not a problem that 
Washington can afford to ig- 
nore. Tbe Israelis are quite aware 
of it, and many present and post 
Israeli officials have privately' 
expressed anxiety about what 
the United Stales is doing. 

A government that considers 
itself custodian of international 
order and agent of toe inter- 
national community needs to 
act and speak with conviction 
and serenity, and to possess a 
real mandate from that inter- . 
national community. 

This American government 
has no such mandate in this 
case, clearly does not know 
what it is doing and becomes 
daily more agitated about the 


consequences of toe course to 
which it has committed itself. 

It seems only yesterday that 
the Pax Americana was pro- 
claimed. The Soviet Union had 
collapsed and toe United States 
was acclaimed the sole super- 
power — a Rome for the 21st 
century. After the Gulf War, 
George Bush announced toe 
New World Order. 

That was seven years 
Today the United States 
proved unable to control events 
in the Middle Bast, the one 
place where its political influ- 
ence is seriously challenged. 
Tbe Israeti-Arab peace process 
is finished, even though Wash- 
ington guaranteed iL The Arab 
governments that in 1991 ac- 
cepted America’s hegemony in 
the region are resentful, and un- 
easy about the future. 

The tensions thus created 
have successfully been ex- 
ploited by Saddam Hussein, 
leader of a country of about 20 
million people which has been 
or undeclared, 
of the last 20 
years, and which still defies 
berth the United Nations and 
American power — a defiance 
about to be reconfinned. 

Rome, after defeating 
Carthage (the Soviet Union of 
its day. geopohticaDy speaking) 
in the first century B.C., became 
the sole superpower of the west- 
ern world. It remained that fra: 
five centuries. 


Bresent-day Israel was part of 
the empire, as was much of 
present-day Iraq. 

However, becoming the sole 
war was fetal to the 
integrity and political 
competence of the representa- 
tive institutions of the old Ro- 
man republic, and after 
Caesar’s death in 44 B.C. the 
republic became an imperial 

Cl * < l^DetheLss thcPax Romana 
lasted for 200 years. The de- 
cline of toe empire did not begin 
until three centuries on, when 
the emperor’s Praetorian Guard 
(the secret service of its day) 
began to nominate the emper- 
ore. After that it was a matter of 
waiting for the barbarians. 

The United States lives on a 
er timescale. The Pax 
is likely to begin to 
crumble this coming week, 
when the attacks on Iraq are 
supposed to begin. 

The republic is not in par- 
ticularly good condition. Mr. 
Clinton has been governing by 
tread and circuses, with a 
booming economy and toe on- 
invasive and in- 


[ entertainment industry 
distracting toe electorate. 

But toe burdens of empire are 
heavy, and to panphrase Sen- 
ator Lloyd Ben wen’s remark in 
the 1988 vice presidential cam- 
paign. Bill Clinton is no Caesar. 
The decline of toe. New Rome 
has really begun. 

International Herald Tribune. 

Los Angeles Tunes Syndicate. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1898: War Rhetoric 

PARIS ; — M. Denis Gtribert, 
writing in tbe Figaro this morn- 
ing . [Feb. 21] on toe Anglo- 
French difficulty in West Africa, 
expresses the opinion that there 
is not a man of common sense 
who will not receive with 
laughter the extravagant propo- 
sition of Mr. Chamberlain and 
the London newspapers that war 
jwill break oat over a few square 
miles of territory in Africa. 
’The question in dispnte is 
strictly in toe domain of friendly 
negotiations. It will certainly be 
settled at toe Foreign Office 
without a drop of blood being 
spilt ” M. Gmbert concludes by 
stating that concord between 
■ two great countries is not, for- 
tunately, at the mercy of toe 
rhetoric of London journalists. 

1923: Cowboy Cops 

LYONS — Moving pictures 
may be responsible for an 


increase in crime, but in this 
city they have served to intro- 
duce a new remedy along with 
the old ilL The showing here 
of American movies of toe vin- 
tage of 1906, portraying scenes 
of toe Wtid west at its wool- 
liest, has inspired the police de- 
partment to experiment with 
toe lasso as a means of catch- 
ing criminals. Yesterday [Feb. 
19] the lasso was pot into ac- 
tual use for the first tune, net- 
ting two burglars. 

1948: Colonial Union? 

PARIS — French and British 
colonial experts announced a 
four-point program yesterday' 

' [Feb. 20] for doser cooperation 
in Africa. This program was re- 
cently given new importance 
when Ernest Bern, British For- 
eign Minister, proposed that a 
kind of colonial customs union 
could be established to parallel 
tians for a union of western 1 
i nations. 
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' ^ or Talk of ‘Collateral Damage 5 Sums Up Poverty of U.S. Policy 
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By Youssef M. Ibrahim 

Ntw Yurt, Tinirx Srrrirr 

AMMAN. Jordan — To the 
Pentagon, the term * ‘collateral damage ‘ * 
has long been a euphemism for the loss 
of civilian life and property. But the 
rfirase has taken on a broader meaning in 
Arab world. Today it is used widely 
from people in coffee shops to colum- 
tusts m newspapers, to mean that Amer- 
icans do not care about Arab lives gov- 
ernments or economies. ° 

“I feel insulted and baffled when I 
hear these American generals talk of 
■collateral damages’ as though it is a few 
pieces of furniture that will be damaged 
as they battle that big devil Saddam 
Hussein.” Taher Kanaan, a member of 
me Jordanian Senate, said in a con- 
versation, as several people sipping cof- 
fe® j* 1 the Intercontinental cafeteria here 
nodded their agreement. 

“When this Madeleine Albright talks 
about her war ‘against Saddam.’ the 


attack ‘on Saddam.* putting Saddam in 

c 5?’ , * llc nm understand that 
Saddam happens to live alongside an- 

?'J e . r -. 2 o l i ni,,i0n M*'.’’ Lubna 
t^nali! Salem, a pharmacist. ‘ What 
about their lives, their economic con- 
ditions. our economic conditions here in 
Jordan — all this is just ‘collateral dam- 
age?’ ’’ 


Jordan absorbed 300,000 Palestin- 
ians who were evicted from Kuwait. 


Such concerns are veiy real in this 
country of 5 million, which suffered 
heavily during die Gulf War in 1991. 
The same is true in other neighboring 
countries that are closely allied wiih the 
United States: They dread Ihc political, 
social and economic costs that will be 
exacted if the United Stales attacks 
Iraq. 

The atmosphere now is different than 


1 990. For one thing, Iraq has not invaded 
a country, us it invaded Kuwait. For 
another. Arab allies that stuck by the 
United States during the Gulf War are 
lor the most pan keeping iheir diplo- 
matic distance, at least publicly, with the 
exception of Kuwait and. to a lesser 
extent. Bahrain and Oman. 

There is little question that an attack 

will bring another wave of 

panicked refugees from 
Iraq to Jordan, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait and Turkey. In 
addition, there will a heavy 

toll to pay in lost business, 

flight of capital and growing deficits. 

In 1990 and 1991, nearly 3 million 
people were displaced from Iraq and 
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the 
United Arab Emirates. Bahrain and 
Qatar were forced to empty their cash 

reserves to foot a $ 1 20 billion bill for the 
liberation of Kuwait from Iraqi occu- 
pation. Egypt saw an influx of half a 
million Egyptians evicted from Iraq and 


a painful drop in tourism during the 
war. 

But Jordan paid the heaviest price. 
This small nation absorbed some 
300,000 Palestinians evicted from 
Kuwait. And after Iraq was bombed and 
placed under a tight economic embargo, 
Jordan lost its most lucrative market for 
food and manufactured goods, which 
accounted for billions of 
dollars in revenues in the 
1980s. 

•*lf the Americans go 
through with this strike, our 
economic siruation will be 
disastrous,’’ said Leila Sharaf, a mem- 
ber of the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the Jordanian Senate. ‘ ‘The whole area’s 
political and economic situation will be 
disastrous. Turmoil will not be confined 
to Iraq alone. It will spill over here, in the 
r est 8 l 


West Sank, among the Kurds in Iran and 
Turkey. The ripple effects will be far and 

wide.” 

* ‘ We cannot afford an v more refusees 


in Jordan,” she added, "This country 
already has an unemployment level of 27 
percent." * 

“When American generals talk of 
limiting collateral damage from their 
missiles, do they think of all this social 
and political upheaval? Do they have 
solutions for what will transpire, or are 
we going to be left w ith the cleaning- up 


The purpose is to humiliate the 
regime and people of Iraq.' 


job.” she said, her words reflecting the 
arguments and worries of many de- 
cision-makers in the Arab world. ” 
Even though no hostilities have be- 
gun, economic activity in the region is 
slowing down. Stock markets in the 
Gulf region have fallen. Tourists are 
canceling plans to visit Jordan. Israel. 
Egypt and even places as far away as 
Morocco. And capital is again flowing 


veerr.- zroz- 
. W ii'I :C2’i 

i. 


« cenaWT* 


L/f>* 'if.-;.- ... v, * *0* 

u - ■ - Lj '-'O'JHITiei aZk 


•■-ttK O? senior!'* 


Pro-Iraq Protester Is Killed in Jordan 
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Some of the hundreds of demonstrators In Istanbul on Friday protesting 
possible VS. air strikes against Iraq. Among the banners were “Sad- 
dam Is an Excuse,'* “Murderers America*' and “The Blood of Muslims 
Is Being Spilled.” More than 80 protesters were detained by the police. 

WEAPONS: Experts Support UN Claims 

Continued from Page 1 
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justification.” Instead, the panel said. 
Iraq had enough technical expertise to 
have readily produced as much as 100 
tons of VX before 1991. It also said the 
country probably still has the know- 
_ _ how. equipment and material needed to 

H Q C KPOllfl produce 200 tons. The latter amount is 
j| X u3 X-JV toVlU approximately 50 times rntwe than Iraq 
u has admitted making at any time. 

VX gas is so deadly that even a drop 
absorbed through the skin can loll within 
minutes. The panel which concluded by 
consensus that Iraq may still have some 
of this gas, included representatives of 
China, Germany, France, Russia, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Britain, the Neth- 
erlands and die United States. 

The second panel, which included 
representatives of six of these nations, 
expressed s imilar skepticism in its report 
about a separate Iraqi claim that it no 
longer has any warheads for medium- 
range ballistic missiles. The panelists 
called the information Iraq has turned 
over to the United Nations about its 
production and subsequent destruction 
of those warheads insufficient or in- 
consistent. 

The panel also expressed particular 
concern about the reliability of Iraqi data 
on missile warheads that were specially 
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developed to cany chemical or biological 
agents, saying that “less progress” had 
been achieved in this area than others. 
The panelists also complained more gen- 
erally that the Iraqi scientists who test- 
ified before the group had not given 
factual answers and on occasion had 
“vehemently objected to the introduction 
of all relevant facts and information.” 

Since 1996, UN weapons inspectors 
have been concerned that Iraq is con- 
cealing several dozen large warheads 
that could be filled with chemical or 
biological agents and placed atop mis- 
siles capable of hitting Israel, Saudi Ara- 
bia and other neighboring nations. 
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produced before the 1991 Gulf War in a 
form that has kept it chemically stable and 
ready for use today. Iraq initially denied 
having done any work on VX, then con- 
ceded it had conducted some research on 
it, and finally admitted to having made 
3.9 tons in the course of its research. 

But Iraq denies ever having produced 
any for use in weapons because it could 
not find an efficient method fordoing so. 
Lieutenant General Anter Saadi, the 
head of Iraq’s delegation at the meet- 
ings, said that "if there was know-how, 
it was only on the laboratory scale, with- 
out full understanding.” 


Marchers and Police 

Clash After Prayers 

I’i l 'uf Suit Fntn Dafkj a bn 

AMMAN, Jordan — At least one pro- 
tester was killed when about 100 pro- 
Iraq demonstrators leaving Friday pray- 
ers dashed with riot policemen in a city 
in southern Jordan. 

Defying a government ban, the pro- 
testers set cars afire and smashed shop 
windows as they marched from the 
mosque toward the center of Maan. 240 
kilometers ( 1 50 miles) south of Amman. 
Three persons were injured in the clash, 
including one officer, the interior min- 
ister said. 

The police arrested an opposition lead- 
er, Leith Shubeilai, charging that he in- 
cited the riots with a speech at the mosque 
Thursday night in which he urged people 
to demonstrate in support of Iraq and 
against possible U.S. air attacks. 

The government has banned demon- 
strations. fearing they could inflame pro- 
Iraq sentiment. Despite the ban, demon- 
strations have followed Friday prayer 
services for two consecutive weeks. 

The police prevented Muslim wor- 
shipers from holding a pro-Iraq rally 
Friday in the city of lrbid, 120 kilo- 
meters north of Amman. 

Jordanians sided with Iraq in the crisis 
over Kuwait in 1990 and 1991, largely 
because of President Saddam Hussein’s 
anti-Israel rhetoric. In the current stand- 
off over United Nations weapons in- 
spections, Jordanian popular sentiment 
leans toward Iraq out of sympathy with 
Iraqis’ suffering under UN sanctions and 
out of frustration with the stalled Middle 
East peace process, which they blame on 
Western powers. 

Outside Jordan, several hundred Pal- 
estinians belonging to Yasser Arafat's 
Fatah Youth Organization marched Fri- 
day in the Gaza Strip in support of Iraq. 

Despite a Palestinian Authority ban 
on such rallies, witnesses said that Pal- 
estinian policemen made no attempt to 
move against the demonstrators. 

Hundreds of Israeli Arabs rallied Fri- 
day in Tira in northern Israel and 
chanted, “United States, stop your 
threats.” The march marked the first 
time lhat Israeli Arabs publicly ex- 
pressed such views. 

Some 300 protesters were joined by 
the mayor of Tira and by Azmi Bishara, 
a member of the Israeli Parliament. 

In Istanbul, riot policemen detained 
two busloads of pro- Islamic demonstra- 
tors. Another group briefly barricaded 
themselves in a mosque to avoid arrest 
but left soon after the police promised 
that no action would be taken against 
them. In all, 82 people were detained, the 
semi-official Anatolia press agency 
said. ( AP ; Reuters) 


Forces Assembled 


Most of the 30,000 U.S. military personnel are at sea in aircraft carrier 
groups in the Gulf. Others are stationed at bases in Kuwait. Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey and Bahrain. About 7,900 U.S. and British personnel are stationed 
on Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean, where there are B-52 bombers 
capable of reaching Iraq. 

SHIPS 


Aircraft carriers 
George Washington 
Independence 
lllustnous (British) 
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Attack submarines 

Annapolis 

Olympia 


Destroyers 
John Yeung 
Ingersol! 

Barry 

Carney 

Coventry iBritish) 
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Mine sweepers 

Ardent 

Dextrous 


Combat suppon 
Seattle 


Cruisers 
Normandy 
Bunker Hill 


■wr*. 

Guided missile frigates 
Reuben James 
Samuel B. Roberts 
Nottingham (British) 


En route: the destroyer McCain; a submarine, the Charlotte; the Guam, 
with 2,000 Marines, tanks and aircraft suitable for an amphibious assault. 
Other countries contributing forces: Belgium, Canada, and the Netherlands 
each have a frigate in the area About 1 90 Australian and 70 New Zealand 
troops have been deployed. 

AIRCRAFT 


Long-range bombers 
B-52s (14 in Diego Garcia) 


B-JBs (2 in Bahrain) 


Fighters/attack planes 
F-14A Tomcats (42) 


F-15s (48) 


Electronics/fleet support 

AWACS (3) 

• •• 

ES-3A Sentries (9) 

C-2A Greyhounds (4) 

• ••• 

EA-6B Prowlers (12) 
E-2C Hawkeyes (12) 


Helicopters 
HH-60S (13) 

SH-60F CV-Helos (8) 


F-16s (76) 

F/A-18C Hornets (108) 


Stealth F-117s (12) 

A-10 Warthogs (18) 

EF-llls (4) 

•••• 

Note: Other planes available, such 
as tankers, troop transports, and 
supply planes are not shown. 
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out of Gulf nations 10 safer havens. 

While Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi 
president, has lost a great deal of his - 
popularity in the streets of Arab coun- 
tries. there is a conviction that any attack 
on Iraq is meant not so much to remove 
him but fiirther to humiliate Iraq as a 
country and a people and as a strategic 
Arab asset against non- Arab adversaries 
like Iran. Turkey and Israel. 

In an opinion that is overwhelm- 
ingly reflected in daily conversations 
throughout the Arab world. Mo- 
hammed Hassanein Heikal, an influ- 
ential Egyptian political writer and 
commentator, told the BBC Arabic 
radio program Wednesday": “The pur- 
pose of the arms inspection regime is 
no longer to find weapons. They have 
had seven years to do lhat. Now they 
are looking in professors’ drawers, in- 
vading universities and looking for 
papers. The purpose is to humiliate, to 
insult and 10 break the regime and the 
people of Iraq.'* 

IRAQ: 

Annan in Baghdad 

Continued from Page 1 

optimistic about winning agreement for 
a plan that would allow UN weapons 
inspectors to enter the presidential sites 
and other high-security installations in 
the company of diplomats representing 
Security Council members. 

’Hie Iraqis have complained that the 
inspectors are spies, allegations that 
have been strongly denied by the United 
Nations and the United States. 

Another of the secretary-general’s 
spokesmen, Ahmed Fawzi, said that Mr. 
Annan's mission was not to negotiate but 
to ensure that UN resolutions were ful- 
filled. The United Slates — the driving 
force behind attempts to curtail Mr. Sad- 
dam's power to manufacture weapons of 
mass destruction — maintained the 
pressure on Iraq and Mr. Annan. 

President Bill Clinton, in a televised 
message intended for distribution in the 
Arab world, left no doubt that Wash- 
ington would proceed with air strikes if 
Mr. Saddam failed to let UN inspectors 
continue to search for biological and 
chemical weapons they believe Iraq is 
building in secret. 

He said that he had no quarrel with the 
Iraqi people, “who have suffered for so 
many years under Saddam's rule" and 
that U.S. forces would do everything 
possible to avoid harming innocent 
people. 

“But make do mistake about it, Sad- 
dam must bear full responsibility for 
every casualty that results,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

Mr. Clinton's effort to forge an in-' 
temational military coalition was 
bolstered when Italy said that if Mr.- 
Annan failed, it would probably con- 
tribute to a strike against Iraq. 

In the American heartland, about 50 
anti-war protesters drowned out Mr. 
Clinton’s ambassador to the United Na-’ 
dons. Bill Richardson, as he defended 
the president's policy at a forum at the 
University of Minnesota. 

When he leaves Iraq. Mr. Annan is 
scheduled to fly to Paris for talks and ' 
then to New York to brief the Security 
Council, possibly Tuesday. 

He has declined 10 make public his 
proposals, but diplomats at UN 
headquarters in New York said that they 
focus on a "black tie” solution. 

This would mean that diplomats rep- 
resenting the five permanent Security 
Council members — Britain, China. 
France. Russia and the United States — 
would accompany inspectors around the 
eight sites 10 which Mr. Saddam has 
sought to bar access. 

The sites total 70 square kilometers 
(27 square miles) ana contain about 
1.500 palaces, houses, warehouses, of- 
fice buildings and covered parking 
areas. (Reiners. AP. NYT) 
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FEES: White House Aides Are Deluged by Legal Bills 
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Continued from Page 1 

before the inquiry into Mr. Clinton’s 
alleged relatiopship with a former 
intern Monica Lewinsky, drew a 
whole new cast of White House 
officials to a grand jury. 

■ “You’re talking to a parson who 
had . may be, in her life, $10,000 
worth of debt, at any given time,” 
Ms. W illiam s said quietly over the 
telephone the . other evening, re- 
counting the ordeal of her years 
here. ‘ 

“It scaredme. I didn’tlmow what 

I could do about it” 

"I love, I love. I love being an 
advocate,” Ms. Williams continued. 
“But being an advocate in the gov- 
ernment service certainly has many 
more hazar ds that one would have 
ever thougbL I think that’s really sad, 
mostly. I’m kind of like past angry 


because; you know, all of us will 
kind of get through this. But it cer- 
tainly is not an experience that beck- 
ons anyone who is looking to come 
in and sign up for government." 

Ms. Williams was one of a half- 
dozen current and former officials 
who described this poignant legacy 
of the administration: the Clinton 
associates who have been clouded 
by the sudden and crushing debt of 
having to testify about the president 
and his wife. 

While it has been going on. al- 
most ceaselessly, with grand juries 
and congressional investigations 
over the years, it has never been 
quite as public as it has been since 
television cameras staked out the 
grand jury convened by Kenneth 
Stair, the independent counsel, to 
hear evidence of Mr. Clinton's re- 
lationship with Ms. Lewinsky. 


Bombing Kills 2 in Algeria 

security services said. * ‘ lhp Islamic 
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* ‘Watch the parade into the grand 
jury: every time a White House aide 
walks into that room, a lawyer is 
wracking up fees,” said George 
Stephanopoulos, a former senior ad- 
viser to Mr. Clinton who testified 
last month in the Lewinsky inquiry, 
and was the only one in the current 
crop who was prepared to discuss 
the topic on the record. *‘A single 
trip to the grand jury can cost you 
$10,000," 

The mounting legal bills — a 
former senior aide described them as 
an ‘‘occupational hazard” of work- 
ing for the Clintons — have long 
stirred a debate in Mr. Clinton’s 
circles about bow much of the blame 
belongs with the Clintons, who seem 
to draw investigations the way trail- 
er parks draw tornadoes, and how 
much should be laid at the feer of an 
aggressive independent counsel and 
a Republican-controlled Congress. 

In truth. White House aides have 
been called before grand juries reg- 
ularly in the 20 years since, the in- 
dependent counsel law was enacted 
— but never at the pace that has been 
set under Mr. Clinton. 

A White House spokesman, 
Joseph Lockhart, declined to 
provide a count of aides who have 
been called over the course of the 
administration. Bui about 15 current 
and former White House aides have 
been called before this grand juty: 
perhaps 20 more were called before 
earlier grand juries and Congress. 

Several White House aides main- 
tained that this has been particularly 
damaging because Mr. Clinton's 
White House tended to be younger 
and less financially secure. “You 
have to remember that we’re all 
young people who Came into public 
service with basically no assets and 
left with exorbitant legal bills that 
none of us can afford to pay,” said a 
former senior While House official. 

While Mr. Clinton was forming a 
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Kenneth Starr, the Whitewater independent counsel answering 
reporters* questions Friday as he left Ids home in McLean, Virginia. 


legal defense fund, less well-known 
current and former White House 
aides have found their own ways to 
deal with the cost of the inquiries. 
Oue aide, with an annual salary of 
$32,000, borrowed $400 to pay a 
lawyer. Neel Lartimore. a former 
press secretary to Mrs. Clinton, said 
he fumed to ms parents. 

Harold lekes, a former deputy 
White House chief of staff who in- 
curred more than $250,000 in legal 
bills, said he turned to his own sav- 
ings. Lisa Caputo, another former 
press secretary to Mrs. Clinton, also 
has formed a legal defense fund. 

In some cases, officials might be 
entitled to partial reimbursement 
from the Justice Department. But 
the reimbursement rate is typically 
about $1 00 an hour, far less than the 
$350 an hour charged by many law- 
yers here. And rhe applications for 
reimbursement cannot be con- 
sidered until Mr. Starr completes his 
investigation. 

Given all the ambiguities, several 
Clinton aides said they would not 


even bother seeking reimbursement. 

In addition, Mile House offi- 
cials are not allowed, while in gov- 
ernment, to accept free legal ser- 
vices. unless they have a prior 
relationship with the lawyers in 
question. That has rnmed our ro be 
the case for some members of Mr. 
Clinton's counsel’s office. 

"But most folks like a steward or 
a secretary aren’t going to have 
those kinds of relationships,” said 
Jane Sherburne, a former special 
counsel to Mr. Clinton who was 
subpoenaed. “So they’re the ones, 
oddly enough, to be confronted with 
huge legal bills.” 

The president's associates say 
that for the most pan they have not 
talked to the Clintons about this be- 
cause talking to the Clintons could 
have the unintended resuit of mak- 
ing the aides vulnerable when they 
are questioned before a.grand jury. 

“TTie most unnerving ihing about 
this entire process is that it seeks to 
make everyone enemies with each 
other." Ms. Williams said. 


ULSTER: Sinn Fein Punished 

Continued from Page 1 

exclusion, has turned adversity into effective public relations, 
flummoxing the Irish and the British governments and g ainin g 
four days of national publicity, which is sure to strengthen his 
image among many Catholics here and in the North. 

And he ensured a dramatic confrontation with Irish and 
British officials, insisting that they give him their decision 
“face 10 face.” 

Sinn Fein will be reinstated in rime for Mr. Adams to make 
a planned visit to the United States to raise funds, and possibly 
to be invited to the White House on St. Patrick's Day, March 
17. 

To the delegates involved in the dispute; to George 
Mitchell, the former U.S. senator who is chairman of the talks, . 
and to Ms. Mowlam, this has been serious business. Mr. 
Mitchell was moved to say that if a peace agreement is ever to . 
be produced, the talks will have ro move into seclusion 
“without all the press conferences. ' * 

Politicians and lawyers found the proceedings of the last ■ 
five days full of passionate intensity and contradiction. 

Sinn Fein, whose ultimate goal is the end of British sov- 
ereignty in Northern Ireland, has long questioned the le-- 
giiimacy of the independent Irish government, which was 
formed after Sinn Fern radicals lost a civil war in 1923. Mr. 
Adams never refers to the official name of this country. He 
calls. Ireland "the 26-county state” or "the Dublin gov- 
ernment.” 

Only in 1 984 did Sinn Fein agree to accept seats in the Irish 
Parliament. It now has one such seat. But Sinn Fein went to an 
Irish Republic court to argue against the expulsion proposal by 
Ms. Mowlam, thus acknowledging that her statements had 
legal standing in the republic, although Mr. Adams says 
British power should apply only in England. 

The Irish prime minister, Bertie Ahern, is nonplussed. As a 
sponsor of the talks with Britain, Dublin was committed to 
join London in ordering the expulsion. 

But the Irish did not want the expulsion order to come up 
while the peace talks were in Dublin Castle, the seat of British 
colonial power until independence in 1922. That would have 
meant that an Irish government was helping expel an anti- 
British republican party in a building from which the British 
ruled Ireland and held Irish prisoners before shooting them 
dunng the war for independence in the 1920s. 

And Mr Ahem has long supported Sinn Fein’s role in the 
Talks, So, the governments' decision was delayed until the talks 
adjourned Wednesday and the delegates went back to Belfast 

The Protestant unionist leaders, by pressing the expulsion 
during the Dublin sessions, avoided the scheduled agenda: to 
discuss new cross-border institutions that would give the Irish 
Republic more influence in Northern affairs. 
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U.K. Museums Find 
Smaller Is Better 






A Mini Show on Marco Zoppo 


L ONDON — Pressed by neces- 
sity, leading museums in Bri- 
tain are raising die art of the 
miniature-size exhibition to 
ever higher levels of perfection. 

“Padua in the 1450s: Marco Zoppo 
and His Contemporaries,” view at 
the British Museum until April 13, sur- 
passes even the marvelous Van Eyck 
show at the National Gallery. Riveting 
for its originality, which mixes small 
works in -different media, it is enchant- 


By Souren Melikian 

International Herald Tribune 


ing for the elegance of its display, 
devoid of gimmickry and admirably 


devoid of gimmickry and admirably 
lighted. The accompanying book writ- 
ten by curator Hugo Chapman, well 
written and well illustrated, is also a 
model of the genre at £9.99 ($16). 

The focus is ou a deeply intriguing if 
shadowy figure of 15th-century art, 
Marco Ruggeri, known as Zoppo “the 
lame one," and on whai is seen as his 
greatest drawing, which was acquired in 
1995 by the museum for £445,000 with 
a £100,000 grant from the National Art 
Collections Fund Zoppo. bom in Cento 
Dear Bologna in 1432 or 1433. was an 
established “master" and “painter” by 
1452, as shown by a document record- 
ing payment for restoring and gilding a 
wooden group of the Virgin and Child in 
the church of Santa Maria in Pieve di 
Cento. 

In circumstances unknown, Zoppo 
left for Padua and entered Francesco 
Squarcione ’s studio. Apparently, the 
great man thought highly enough of his 
trainee to adopt him. A contract stip- 
ulated that Zoppo was to be paid Irving 
expenses, would receive frill instruction 
and would inherit the master's posses- 
sions. Alas, the childless Squarcione 
belatedly discovered the joys of married 
life with a young widow who bore him a 
son, effectively wiping out Zoppo's 
hopes of ever inheriting. 

Master and pupil embarked on a legal 
dispute. Squarcione demanding that 
Zoppo pay back the living expenses and 
even a fee for the tuition he had re- 
ceived. The arbitration panel decided on 
the contrary that Zoppo had to be com- 
pensated. Instead of the 20 gold ducats 
awarded to him, the pupil agreed to 
betake himself elsewhere with paint- 
ings. reliefs, medals, studio props — all 
that was needed to set up his own studio. 
He departed for Bologna. 

It is from about 1455, immediately 
after the dramatic break, that the sheet 
with drawings on both sides acquired by 
the museum was executed. These are the 
earliest known works by the artist. If the 
suggested date is right, he was aston- 
ishingly mature. The two drawings em- 
body the characteristics that make Zoppo 
so un usual The supremely sculptural 
treatment of the scenes is combined with 
a pr£cieux, almost Mannerist style made 


weirder by unrestrained whimsy, sur- 
prising in religious subjects. 

In "The Dead Christ Supported by 
Angels” on the recto, Jesus is shown as 
an athletic man with a disproportion- 
ately developed chest, his head 
hanging limply as plump putti some- 
how lower him into a sarcophagus. The 
contrast between the tragic figure and 
the moment central to Christian dogma 
— the Son of God who has offered 
hims elf as a sacrificial victim for the 
redemption of mankind — and the 
.funny creatures is eerie. 

The solemn setting in a barrel-vaulted 
Roman style monument enhances the 
oddity of the atmosphere. This, how- 
ever, also makes one wonder whether 
the artist was not profoundly acquainted 
with Middle Eastern reality. From 
Anatolia to Iran and Saudi Arabia, a 
number of ancient funerary monuments 
are carved our of mountain sides, as if 
their architectural facade was projecting 
from the rock. If the structure in Ancient 
Roman style stands for some such rock 
tomb in Herod’s time, it would fit with 
the New Testament account according 
to which the body of Jesus was taken up 
to a cave and put in a tomb. 

On the back of the sheet, the mix of 
tragedy. Renaissance refinement and 
laughter goes one step further. The sub- 
ject of “Saint James on His Way to 
Execution,” apparently based on a 
fresco painted by Mantegna in Padua, 
destroyed in 1944, is radically trans- 
formed by Zoppo’s rendition. At the top 
of the Roman-style arch, putti are fight- 
ing or beating a dog, or playing. Most of 
the characters are bizairely naked, in 
particular a man standing' under die 
arch, making a grimace. To the right an 


is made more striking by the inclusion in 
the show of Mantegna's dramatic pre- 
liminary study for “Saint James on His 
Way to Execution” and a few more 
sketches — of the dead Christ, a saint 
reading — terse and powerful 


W AS there a deliberately re- 
bellious side to Zoppo? 
The “Rosebery album,” 
so called because it was 
given by Lord Rosebery to die British 
Museum in 1920, contains 50 drawings 
on vellum. It is open to show a snarling 
scene with two young men as voyeurs 
observing the sexual frolicking of young 
putti in die nude whose wings in the 
back do not turn them into angels. An- 
other drawing reproduced in Chapman’s 
book has an equally marked, if less 
crude homosexual connotation. Does 
this reflect ambivalent inclinations on 
the part of Zoppo — a married man with 
two children — or those of his patron, or 
perhaps both? We do not know. 
Zoppo's spoofery was not confined to 
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Modem & andcot printings, fanutorej ait Objects 


DROUOT RICHELIEU 

9, rue Drouot 75009 Parte - TeL: 33 (0)1 48002020 


AUCTION SALE 

Thursday, March, 5th, at 1:30 p.m. 


Monday, March 2, 1998 

Rooms 5 & 6 at 2.-15 jxm. 17th, 18th and 19th century 
FURNITURE and OBJET D’ART - OLD FAIENCE & 
PORCELAIN - ORIENTAL CARPETS - collection of WALKING 
CANES. Etude TAJAN, 37, rue des Malhurins, 75008 Paris, teL: 
33 (0) 1 53 30 30 30 - fax: 33«» 1 53 30 30 31. TOb: 
hup// www.tajan.com - Email u jan@woridnet.fr 


On view: 

Wednesday, March, 4th from 930 am. to 4 p.m. 
Thursday, March, 5th, from 930 to 1130 ajn. 
Catalogue: 50 F on request 


IN NEW YORK 


MAXIM’S NEW YORK 

680 Madison avenue, New York 


Saturday, March 7, 1998 


At 10 a.m. & 2 pm Exceptional WINES from Maxim's Cellar, 
Paris (2nd sale). Sale organised- with Moerell & Company 
Fine Wine Auction, 535 Madison Avenue, New York NY 
10022 Tel.: (212) 307 4200 - Fax: (212) 247 5242 For inquiries 
please contact in Paris Mrs. Catherine Yache at Etude AN, 
37, rue des Malhurins, 75008 Paris, teL: 
33 (0) 1 53 30 30 30 - fax: 33(0) 1 53 30 30 31. 
Web: http://www.iajan.com - Email: tajan©woridnetfr, in 
New York Mrs. Ketry Maisonrouge at (212) 757 2468, 


(212) 757 246a 



IN GENEVA 


VENTE SUR PLACE A CHAMBLESY, GENEVE 

V8a Greta, 6, Chemfei Cftamps-de-Bki 

Monday, March 9, 1998 

At 2:15 pm Mrs. Mac Grggor’s collection which embellished 
her property in Geneva (1st part) OLD MASTER PAINTINGS - 
PORCELAIN - FAIENCE - DDMNERWARE - GLASSWARE - 


Faberoi. An exceptional Samovar in the form of an old 'bogatyr'^ast 
did suto; chiselled, engraved and gilt interior. Hallmark of he Cityof 
oscovr (1896-1908) and imperial warrant K. FabemL Weight 8 kg 885. 
Height: 49 cm. Estnurte: FF 200 OTOfflO 000. 

55. rue des Francs-Bouraeois, 75004 Paris 
Tel. 33 (0)1 4461 6500 - Fa* 33 (0) 1 44 61 65 32 

SfflEN B267 500 007 PCS Parts 


CRYSTAL - FAR EASTERN ART - L XV. L XVI, EMPIRE, CH. X 
period FURNITURE and OBJETS D’ART. 

At 5 p.m. Other sources MODERN and CONTEMPORARY 
PAINTINGS. Public viewing 6-8 March from 2 pm to 
7 pm from the Minister M* Renfi Pantec - Hussier at Geneva 

— — C U( - ■ ■ ■ ViTAM — 


Founded 1796 


Web: http^/www.tajanxom - Email: tajanOwi 
For Inquiries please contact Mis. Catherine Yaichel 


©woridnet.fr. 


GENEVA AUCTIONS MAY 1998 


Our experts will be travelling for appraisals 
of Jewellery, Watches, Objects of Vertu, 
Silver and Art Nouveau & Deco. 


La Galerie Frank 

KIRO URDIN 


For appointments or information, please call 
Lisboa : 00351 14 68 42 49 
Madrid: 0034 13 19 59 12 
Paris : 0033 1 45 27 76 18 
Monaco : 0033 06 12 55 05 06 
Munich : 0049 89 291 34 28 
Gothenburg : 0046 31 13 11 55 
■The Hague: 0031 70 360 85 86 


February 7 to March 27 1998 


14 rue des Pyramides 75001 Paris 


Tel: + 33 (0) 1 42 60 65 13 
Fax: + 33 (0) 1 42 60 03 72 


Phillips Son & Neale 
9 rue Ami-L6vrier - 1201 Geneva - Switzerland 
Tel : 0041 22 738 07 07 
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By Carol Vogel 

flew York Times Service 


duchess’s Wedding cakp. v '*•&' 
think that Was 


N EW YORK — They 
rama from Paris and 
San Francisco, 

Omaha, Nebraska, 
and Australia, to watch the final 
chapter of the 20th century’s 
most celebrated love story — 
thar of the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor — begin to unfold in 
nine days of sales at Sotheby’s. 

Sales on Thursday evening 
totaled $1.9 million, three times 
Sotheby's high estimate. They 
included a piece of the couple’s 
wedding cake, which brought 
almost $30,000; a pair of Re- 
gency-style giltwood tables, 
which sold for $134,500, and a 
watercolor portrait by Cecil The Windsors' $29 £00 box of wedding cake. 


Beaton, which also fetched 
$134,500. Sotheby’s is auctioning 
more than 40,000 objects, the contents 
of foe turn -of- foe-century Louis XVI- 


So was the fashion designer Tommy 
Hilfiger, in foe second row, buying iq>. 
more than 5400,000 worth of art and 


piece of wedding cikeSa M&i 
stunned Diana . Brook^ 
by ’s chief executive ^nrionSW ^ 
the evening ‘sanctioneera , 

Yims paid $29,900. : 

Ynn, who described _ 

- as a collector and an.,entrepte-V 
neur, said, ‘ ‘It’s somefoinglcoo- 
sider absolutely sune^” Asmil 
!• what he was planning to do 7 with 
foe cake, Ynn replied, “WdL. 
I’m sure not going meatit”- 
Wiliam May. a composer and 

Wri tW fro m Mprihatrari , 'failed to 

boy foe cake but managed; to take . 
home an autographed note; circa 
1935, from Mis. Simpson to foe. 
Prince of Wales that saitiV‘Gbd~> 
bless WE (WalHs Edward) good- 
ike. night tram her to him. The; 

gardenia.” May paid $5,462. 
Sotheby's had though! foe letter: would ; 
seUfOT $1,000 to $1,500. 

-- “I have spent six years researching 


japan 

jeforin* 

* . M , 7 v 

'umnianu 

- .. . - V 
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Mantegna sketch of a saint reading, 
in Marco Zoppo show in London. 


style villa on foe fringes of the Bois de objects, from a child’s silver mug, fix: foe Windsors, and I’ve written - a- mu- 


sneering compositions. There is a light- 
er touch to his profile bust of a woman 
with dreamy eyes wide open under her 
extravagant helmet executed with steely 
precision. The ear of the helmet is pro- 
longed by a scrolling, hom-Iike element 
that unexpectedly ends with the profile 
of a frowning young man. From the 
visor, there rises the silhouette of a pug- 
nosed,, irate-looking, bearded old doss- 
er, Like some genie let out of a bottle. 
The unconcerned lady looks fresh as a 
rose, falsely innocent in her transparent 
lace bodice artfully emphasizing rather 
than concealing herbreasts. It is all done 
with meticulous care, in pen and brown 
ink on delicate white veilum. 

One would hardly expect gravity 
from such a man. Yet foe feeling was not 
alien to Zoppo. judging from foe study of 
a kneeling saint with his hands joined in 
prayer. Deep furrows of anguish chisel 
the emaciated face. Light shimmers on 
foe folds into which his drape breaks as it 
is about to slip off. The sketch is as 
enigmatic in its severity as foe spoofs. 

One looks in vain for a clue in foe 
context to his studies intelligently laid 
out in the form of contemporary draw- 
ings and bronze plaquettes. Among 
these, a Virgin and Quid between two 
candelabra has an ambiguous smile but 
this does not make it a cartoon. A fan- 
tastic plaquette ascribed to Moderao 
was probably cast around 1490, some 12 
years after Zoppo’s death in 1478. It is 
intensely expressive with its mourners 
gesticulating or tearing their hair at foe 
sight of foe dead Christ but, again, there 
is nothing droll here. 

The one painting in foe show, "Virgin 
and Child” tentatively ascribed to Gior- 
gio Schiavone, has a touch of Zoppo’s 
perpetual amusement, but toned down 
by foe exquisite painterly finish. Its au- 
thorship is not entirely clear, other than 
foal foe artist worked in foe entourage of 
Squarcione. It adds a fitting conclusion 
to Zoppo's teasing elusiveness. 


Boulogne in Paris that was foe couple ’s 
home after the duke married Wallis 
Warfield Simpson, an American di- 
vorcee, in 193/. 

The seller is Mohaxned al Fayed, the 
Egyptian-born financier and owner of 
Harrods in London and the Ritz in 
Paris, who bought the bouse in 1986. 

The sale was originally scheduled 
for last September but was postponed 
after al Fayed’s son, Dodi, and Diana, 
Princess of Wales, died in a car crash in 
Paris in late August. 


which be paid $5,750, to a primed silk steal about then 
handkerchief commemorating Ed- said, “At first I 
ward’s thwarted coronation, which been a gold dig 
went for $3,737, way above an es- realized that for 
timate of $150 to $250. so extraordinary 

Hilfiger also bought several wa- darkest hours.” 
tercolors of the duke and duchess’s 
house by Alexandre Borissevitch -m "T'OTev 
Serebriakov, a French artist, and for- |\ I timem 
nitnre including the highest-priced lot I \l chases 
in the sale, foe Regency-style eagle- ^ Anstri 
form giltwood tables, for $ 134 , 500 , New York, bouj 
after an estimate of $20,000 to offi cial- diar y < 


steal about them called ’Always,'” he 
said. “At first I thought she might have 
been a gold digger and he weak, hot I 
realized that the love he gave her was 
so extraordinary it got her through her 


The auction got off to a roaring start $25,000. And a Louis XV-style desk 
as bidders ignored foe estimates and for $107,000. 


paid as much as they could. A portrait 
of Edward as a baby in his chrikening 


robes, dated July 1894, sold for his 


‘Tm furnishing a house in Green- 
wich,” Hilfiger said, rushing to raise 


$27,600 to an unidentified telephone But HBfiger's extravagant buying 


for the next lot. 


N OT everyone put such asea-; 
timental cast on -their pur-' 
chases. Trevor Kras, foe 
Australian ’ vice consul “in . 
New York, bought the private and un- 
official . diary of foe . doings of foe 
Prince of Wales during a tour to Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand ana foe colonies in 
foe Atlantic and Pacific fin* $3,737 on 
behalf of foe National library of Aus- 
tralia. “It’s quite candid,” he said. 
“And it’s thought to have some of foe 


■i .-'i -i 


bidder. Sotheby's had estimated that it was overshadowed by Benjamin and prince’s handwriting in it.” (Prices in- 

Ul AHA AAA A Vtm Can Kronricm nrlirc «La 


would fetch $2,000 to $3,000. . 

Although foe salesroom was packed, 
few celebrities were in evidence. Raoul 
Felder, foe divorce lawyer, was there. 


Amanda Yim of San Francisco, who 
flew to New York' just for foe sale. 


dude the auction house’s commission, 
15 percent of the first $50,000 pins 10 


They beat out dozens of buyers for a percent of foe rest. Es timates do not 
box containing a piece of foe duke and reflect commissions.) 


A Designer’s Furniture Odyssey 




By Phil Patton 

Hew York Tones Senice 


N EW YORK — The 
future has been 
aging lately, at least 
on screen. Produc- 
tion designers for new movies 
— even for over-foe-top pro- 
ductions like the 1997 film 
“The Fifth Element” — re- 
flexively turn to foe same fur- 
niture that appeared long ago 
in movies about the future. 
Last year’s sdence-fiction hit 
“Men in Black" was locked 
into an Eero-period look for 
its headquarters: Eero 
Aamio’s 1965 Ball chair, in 
which Will Smith wriggles 
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uncomfortably, and Eero 
Saarinen’s 1956 pedestal 
table, which Smith drags 
noisily across foe floor. 

But the same pedestal 
tables look timeless in Stan- 
ley Kubrick’s “2001: A 
Space Odyssey,” where they 
were used in foe Hilton Hotel 
lobby in Space Station Five 
amid foe French designer 
Olivier Mourgue’s blobby 
red Djinn chairs. 

The Djinn chair “still 
looks futuristic,” said Chris- 
topher Mount a design cur- 
ator at the Museum of Mod- 
em Ail “If I were making a 
movie about foe future, I 
would still use iL” 

With foe year 2001 seem- 
[ ing to rush toward ns, foe 
stock of Kubrick’s “2001” 
has been rising, and foe 
Mourgue furniture seen in foe 
film is popular among young- 
er designers. There are echoes 
of Mourgue’s work in foe re- 
cent chairs of Marc New son 
and Anna Gili, who design 
furniture for foe Italian com- 
pany CappeUini. 

And Lisa Kfohn, an owner 
of Krab Design in Los 
Angeles, finds “2001” an in- 


spiration. “It was the last pos- 
itive statement about technol- 
ogy,” she said. “The 
furniture combined foe best 
minimalist and modernist un~ 
derstatement with a sense of 
human reference and scale.” 

In the whiteness of foe 
space station of “2001,” 
Mourgne’s red undulating 
Djinn chairs rise like their 
namesakes (“djinn” or 
“jinn” is Arabic for 
“genies.”) The Djinn chair 
— constructed of a steel 
frame, polyurethane foam and 
a slip-on jersey covering like 
a T-shirt — was controversial 
when it appeared in France in 
1965. “Obscene,” one critic 
muttered; another praised it as 
a “revolution in furniture.” 

Momgue’s furniture 
seemed part of the new cul- 
ture of France and made him a 
star. He was called on to do 
interiors for foe French pa- 
vilions at foe World's Fairs in 
Montreal in 1967 and Osaka, 
Japan, in 1970. But by 1968, 
when he listened to the May 
Day demonstrations through 
the windows of his Mont-’ 
pamasse studio, Mourgue 's 
bright future had already 


dulled. He eventually retired 
to a village in Brittany, where 
he tamed mostly to feinting 
watercolors and teaching, 
Today, Djinn chairs — and 
benches and chaises longues 
— are sought mare by col- 
lectors in Europe than by 
those in the United States. A 
Djinn chair and stool sold in 
October at Christie’s in Lon- 
don for $2,488. In foe United 
States, Mourgue’s furniture 
often sits battered and bowed 
in the back of crowded shops 
and galleries. Djinn chairs in 
good shape today sell for 
around $3,000. 


A S with many 1960s 
visions, the idea has 
worn better than foe 
reality. The jersey 
fabric on Mourgue 's chairs 
— meant to be changed fre- 
quently — wears and stains 
easily; the polyurethane foam 
inside can crumble. It’s as if 
foe chairs woe designed to 
self-destruct before 2001. 

“Things should have a 
short life,” Mourgue said in 
1965, when he was 26. He 
never intended his furniture 
to live far into foe future. 
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mums nun rowniHi 


is one of the few American 
writers ever nominated for the 
National Book Award for both 
fiction and nonfiction.” A cel- 
ebrated naturalist as well as a 
novelist, he has in his best 
work combined an obsession 
with the physical world with 
an almost existential sense of 
man’s exclusion fro m it. In his 
less successful fiction, 
however, he has had difficulty 
inventing an idiom or invest- 
ing his characters' with suffi- 
cient particularity to male**, his 
passions as crucial to the read-, 
er as they are to him. 

The second volume in a 
trilogy, “Lost Man’s River” 
returns to the crime scene of 
the first volume, ‘ ‘Killing Mr. 
Watson” (1990). Half a cen- 
tury after his father was 
gunned down in broad day- 
light on the coast of Florida’s 
Everglades, Lucius Watson 
rouses himself from foe ruins 
of alcoholism and fitful writ- 
ing — he has produced a state 
i history and is researching a 
biography — and struggles to 
find answers that continue to 


International 
Herald Tribune 
ads work 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDBIS 
Authors worid-wrde invited 
Write or send your manuscript to 
UNERVA PRESS 
2 OLD BROMPTOH RD. LMXW 5W 7 300 


plague him. Was his old man 
a serial killer who deserved 
execution or an unfairly ma- 
ligned farmer, victimized by 
envious rednecks? How 
could Edgar (E. J.) Watson be 
shot 33 times by dozens of 
swamp rats who all success- 
fully pled self-defense? Why 
was no one indicted? Did on- 
lookers protect the actual 
killer, foe one who fired the 
first fetal shot, after which foe 
crowd pumped superfluous 
shells into Watson? 

Lucias, now in his 60s,- 
isn’t the only person in Ever- 
glades City and Chokoloskee 
whose head is a buzzing hive 
of conspiratorial theories and 
seething resentments. Every 
resident of foe Ten Thousand 
Islands appears to have been 
affected by foe killing of Mr. 
Watson, not to mention by the 
murders he's alleged to have 
committed before foe com- 
munity decided it had had 
enough. As Lucius makes the 
rounds among relatives and 
garrulous sources, he learns 
that his father sired 11 chil- 
dren by force wives, a couple 
of common-law mates and 
one victim of sexual assault 

These heirs and their off- 
spring offer flavorful ac- 
counts of tum-of-foe-century 
Florida, when the Eveiglades 
was a raw frontier. From one 
narrator after another. Lucius 
hears tales of rape, incest, 
miscegenation, lynchings, 
mannings, hard drinking, 
drug dealing, child and wife 
abase, and family vendettas 
ending in murder. 

At times, foe novel reads 
like a variation on “Rasho- 
■tnon. Bat rather than an ex- 
amination of one crime from 


four different points of view, 
“Lost Man’s River” becomes 
a repetitious rap sheet of felon- 
ies that don’t much advance 
the- plot or the reader's un- 
derstanding. Although inci- 
dental nuggets of information 
— how to make turpentine or 
how to gut an alli ga tor — are 
riveting, the overall effect is of 
a writer who has lost his sense - 
of selectivity. 

Then, too, after characters 
confess to careers as poach- 
ers, smugglers, petty crooks 
and callous exploiters of the 
land and their own loved ones, 
the reader has a hard time 
accepting their reveries about 
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a prelapsarian Eden that meta- 
stasized into a rural slum of 
abandoned cars, leached-out 
soil and fished-out waters. 
Rather than blame them- 
selves, they rail against, ra- 
pacious real estate' de- 
velopers, crooked politicians, 
agribusiness and a misguided 
national packs program. 
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TT gives no reviewer pleas- 
jLure to criticize an author of 


Matthiessen’s talent. Better to 
reread ‘Tar Tortuga.” his 
novel about doomed Carib- 
bean fishermen who recount 
thetr plight in a poetic Creole 
patois, or “The Show- Leo- 
pard,” his chronicle of a trip 
throu gh Tibet that evolves in- 
to a Zen voyage of self-dis- 
covery. Before he finishes the 
last volume of the Watson m- 
logy, Matthiessen might 
wise to refer to his estimahle 
earlier work. 
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Michael Mewshaw. the an- 
thor of eight novels aha five 
works of nonfiction, wrote ms 
for The Washington Rost. 
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U.S. Assails 
Japan Over 
Reforms 
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Officials Say Plan Needs 

Economic Stimulants 


By Tom Buerkle 

Inrernan.vujl Herald Tribun* 
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primarily to Indonesia, by the end of 
March, with more likely to come in the 
fiscal year starting April I. 

In addition, Japan promised to 
provide $1 billion toward what it hopes 
will be a $15 billion trade insurance 
fond for Asia. The fund is designed to. 
enable Asian companies to obtain bank 
credits to purchase raw materials and 
other vital imports. 

While U.S. officials regard trade fi- 
nance as vital in the short term, they 
believe economic growth is essential to 
stabilizing Asia in the longer term. On- 
that score Japan's latest economic re- 
form package, its fourth since October, 
foiled Washington’s test. 

The pa ckage outlined by Japan’s rul- 
ing Liberal Democratic Party included 
deregulation measures .intended -to bol- 
ster foe banking system and stock market, 
but it foiled to include tax cuts or spend- 
ing increases to speed growth. 
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Moody’s Downgrades 
Hong Kong’s Credit 

Ratings Agency Also Sours on China’s Debt 


By Philip Segal 

iKematinrul Herald Tribune 


GfiraW Tfrytor, chief exactrtto of M Ct, teft, end G. Michael Arma&png, CEO of AT&T, have foand a tough competitor in Tehnex. 


LONDON — Senior U.S. officials 
criticized Japan on Friday for not in- 
cluding tax cuts or other stimulants in its 
latest economic reform package saying 
Tokyo was foiling to act as a locomotive 
for Asia s troubled economies. 

The criticism set the stage for a chilly 
encounter when the U.S. Treasury- sec- 
re^ry- Robert Rubin, meets Finance 
Minister Hikaru Matsunaga of Japan at 
a gathering of finance ministers and 
central bank governors of the Group of 
Seven nations here Saturday. 

The American criticism was largely 
echoed in financial markets, where ana- 
lysts think the Japanese economy will 
stagnate without major tax cuts or gov- 
ernment spending increases. The yen 
tumbled sharply on the foreign-ex- 
change market, with the dollar rising to 
127.955 yen in 4 P.M. New York trad- 
ing from 126.025 on Thursday. 

Analysts predicted a slide in the weeks 
ahead, a trend that could only exacerbate 
the worsening U.S. trade deficit. 

Washington has been prodding Japan 
to stimulate its economy both to bolster 
demand for U.S. exports and to act as a 
lifeboat for Asia. 

“It is np to them to lead Asia’s re- 
covery, not the United States.” Com- 
merce Secretary William Daley was 
quoted as telling Reuters in an interview 
in Singapore. 

The criticism of Japan’s economic 
package overshadowed news that Ja- 
pan. the United Slates and other major 
industrial nations were nearing agree- 
ment Friday to provide more than $10 
billion in new trade insurance for In- 
donesia and other struggling Asian 
countries. 

The funding, discussed at a meeting 
here of export-credit guarantee agencies 
from 26 nations, was intended to fill part 
of the gap left by the cutoff of private 
bank lending to Asia in recent months 
and to stem a surge in bankruptcies 
across the region. The package was ex- 
pected to be completed and endorsed by 
the finance ministers of the United States, 
Britain, Germany, fiance. Italy. Canada 
and Japan, at their meeting Saturday. 

No other concrete measures of sup- 
port for Asia were expected, despite an 
appeal from Indonesia’s finance min- 
ister, Mar’ie Muhammad, for the G-7 to 
“do something to help.” 

Mr. Rubin said Friday that much of 
the finance ministers’ time this weekend 
would be spent discussing Asia’s eco- 
nomic woes and Japan’s inability to 
stimulate its economy, and that he did 
not expect the meeting to result in any 
substantive change in G-7 currency 
policy. Bloomberg News reported. 

Mr. Rubin and officials of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund reiterated 
their opposition to Indonesia's plan to 
establish a currency board to support the 
rupiah, saying the government needed 
to implement a package of IMF reforms 
before tiying to peg its currency. 

In Tokyo, Trade Minister Mitsuo 
Horiuchi said Friday that the Export- 
Import bank would extend 300. billion 
yen in fresh Joans to Asian countries. 
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Phone Giants Cross Wires in Mexico 

Newcomers AT&T and MCI Blast Telmex’s Local Connections 


By John Ward Anderson 

WiishinRlan Post Service 


MEXICO CITY — When Mexico's 
telecommunications industry was 
privatized a year ago, the U.S. be- 
hemoths AT&T Corp. and MCI Com- 
munications Corp. portrayed them- 
selves as feisty interlopers spoiling lo 
give the slothful former monopoly 
phone company, Telmex, a lesson in 
competition. 

Instead, Telmex, or Telefonos de 
Mexico SA de CV, has given the U.S. 
companies a costly and humiliating 
lesson on doing business in Mexico. 
The promised Clash of the Titans has 
degenerated into a playground brawl, 
with the U.S. companies casting them- 
selves as 90-pound weaklings being 
picked on by the resident bully. 

The U.S. phone giants and their 
Mexican joint-venture companies con- 
tend that Telmex, which was privatized 
in 1 990 buthad nocompetitors until last 
year, is being favored by government 
regulators, who are allowing the com- 
pany to charge “exorbitant” rates and 
pocket massive subsidies. 

Through their Mexican partners. 
AT&T and MCJ now offer long-dis- 
tance service to Mexican consumers. 
But AT&T and MCI must use Tel- ' 
mex’s local phone network to complete 
their international and domestic long- 
distance calls, and company officials 


contend that their Mexican joint ven- 
tures cannot make a profit when they 
are being forced to give more than 70 
percent of their revenue to Telmex. 

MCI says it must charge at least 49 
cents per minute on calls from the 
United States to Mexico to recover its 
fees. It charges only 12 cents per 
minute to Canada and Britain. 

“MCI knows how 10 compete, but 
we cannot do so against a heavily 
subsidized Telmex, whose strategy of 
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open discrimination and anti -compet- 
itive abuse has been tolerated for far 
too long,” said Gerald Taylor, MCI 
chief executive, in a Jan. 28 letter 
asking William Kennard, the chair- 
man of the Federal Communications 
Commission, to intervene on his com- 
pany’s behalf. 

But some communications analysts 
said the U.S. companies, rather than 
being caught in an unfair fight, are 
victims of their own brash style and 
inflated expectations. 

“This notion that Telmex is the be- 
hemoth and poor little MCI and AT&T 
are getting beat up is ridiculous,” said 
Ray Ligouri, a telecommunications 
analyst at Merrill Lynch & Co. 

“Rather than adapt to the Mexican 
style of negotiation and conciliation, 
they have been very adversarial, es- 


pecially A van tel.” he said, referring to 
the MCI joint venture. “This is a bed 
U.S. carriers made for themselves.” 

Analysts said that when U.S. 
companies decided to enter the Mex- 
ican phone market, which became 
fully privatized on Jan. I. 1997, they 
underestimated the strength of Telmex 
and overestimated how many custom- 
ers they could steal from the former 
monopoly; in the end, each grabbed 
about 12 percent of the domestic and 
international long-distance market. 

Partly because of the U.S. compa- 
nies' own poor forecasting, Telmex 
was granted favorable treatment to pro- 
tect it from an onslaught that never 
occurred; now MCI and AT&T are 
hemorrhaging hundreds of millions of 
dollars and threatening to drag Mexico 
and the United States into a trade war. 

A dispute could hurt Mexico's effort 
to lure foreign investment and stymie 
the delivery of advanced communica- 
tions technologies that Mexico needs to 
become more integrated with its main 
trading partner, the United Slates. 

“The Mexican government is trying 
to get foreign investment in Mexico, 
and if investors think they’re not open- 
ing their hugest market — the tele- 
communications industry — or that 
they're not creating a level playing field 
for foreign investors, that could affect 
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HONG KONG — The ratin|$ com- 
pany Moody’s Investors Service Inc. 
downgraded Hong Kong's short-term 
credit" rating Friday for the first time 
since it was assigned in 1984. and 
changed the outlook on Hong Kong's 
long-term foreign-currency debt and 
bank deposits to “negative” from 
“stable." 

In a separate announcement, 
Moody's also changed its outlook to 
"negative” for China's foreign-cur- 
rency debt, him in c at problems asso- 
ciated with Beijing’s reluctance to de- 
value its currency for fear of causing a 
collapse in the Hong Kong dollar. 

The moves signaled Moody's belief 
that the effects of Asia’s economic crisis 
could plague Hong Kong and China for 
another two years. 

“.Although Hong Kong's fiscal situ- 
ation and regulatory environment remain 
sound, financial markets could suffer 
further volatility during the coming year 
or two as a result of market uncertainties 
concerning exchange-rate alignments in 
the region!” Moody’s said. 

As for China, “policy constraints as- 
sociated with exchange rate manage- 
ment 1 * following the handover of Hong 
Kong to China last July could have an 
“adverse" effect on the competitive- 
ness of Chinese exports, it said. 

The rating cut means it will cost about 
a quarter of a percentage point more for 
even Hong Kong's most creditworthy 
borrowers every time they seek to raise 
short-term funds in the international 
debt markets. 

The Moody’s action affects two of 
the economies least hurt by the seven- 
month-old Asian financial crisis. Hong 
Kong’s stock market may have plunged 
os much as 51 pereenr from a high 
reached last summer, as the government 
has more than doubled interbank in- 
terest rates to prorect the fixed exchange 
rate of the Hong Kong dollar. 

But the damage to the financial sys- 
tem has so far been far less dramatic than 
in Indonesia. South Korea and most of 
the remaining countries in the region. 

In China, export growth remained 
strong in the second half of 1997. but 
there are worries — underlined by 
Moody's — that currency depreciations 
in the rest of Asia will cause Chinese 
exports to slow this year. In addition. 
China’s banking system is thonght to be 
laden with far more bad loans than is 
officially recognized by the authorities 
there. 


After the announcement, the key 
three-month interest rate banks in Hong 
Kong charge each other rose by a 
quarter of -a percentage point. Bur 
stocks, which initially fell by more than 
200 points on the Moody's news, re- 
covered to close slightly higher. The 
benchmark Hang Seng Index rose 1 8 -52 
points, to 10,599.79. 

Anthony Chan, an economist at 
HSBC James Capel, was reluctant to 
read too much future bad news into the 
Moody’s rating. ”It's a delayed re- 
sponse to the financial crisis. We're 
seeing corporate earnings in Hong Kong 
decelerating,” he said. 

More bearish was Andrew Balling- 
nal, a strategist at Schroders. who said 
he expected interest rates to rise in Hong 
Kong beyond where they ended on Fri- 
day. The spread between U.S. Treasury 
yields and comparable Hong Kong bond 
yields was now about 3 percentage 
points, he said, but be forecast a spread 
of 5 percentage points or more m the 
short term as currency worries persist. 

Long-term debt for Hong Kong 
companies is not necessarily affected by 
a change in a ratings “outlook,” which 
is a less severe movement than an actual 
downgrade, but the treasurer of Hong 
Kong’s government-owned Mass 


Transit Railway Corp., Jimmy Lau. said 
the prices of that company's U.S. dollar- 


the pnices of that company's U.S. dollar- 
denominated debt already issued may 
well fall because of the Moody's an- 
nouncement. That means investors 
would demand a higher interest rate on 
the bonds in return for a perceived great- 
er risk in holding them. 

Stella Lam, a spokeswoman for Mass 
Transit Railway Corp., called the 
Moody’s downgrade “unjustified,” cit- 
ing the corporation's “strong and ro- 
bust” financial condition. “We have 
sufficient financing resources and com- 
mitments in place to cover our expected 
requirements well into 1999/’ she 
said. 

Moody's is traditionally more ag- 
gressive toward Hong Kong than its 
major rival ratings agency. Standard & 
Poor’s Corp. While Moody’s assigns 
the same ratings to Hong Kong and 
China, S&P assigns a significantly 
higher rating to Hong Kong. S&P’s 
ratings remained unchanged Friday. 

“I disagree entirely with the con- 
clusions of Moody's.” said Hong 
Kong's financial secretary, Donald 
Tsang. 

“They seemed to have ignored that 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Re- 
gion is a distinctly different economic 
setting as from Mainland China." 


Dancing With Bears: IMF Labors to Keep Russia on Track 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Post Service 


MOSCOW — In his annual address 
to Parliament this week. President Boris 
Yeltsin declared that Russia was ready 
to wean itself from the International 
Monetary Fund, and that the current $10 
billion, three-year loan from the fund 
“should be the last.” 

Two days later, the managing di- 
rector of tiie fund, Michel Camdessus, 
wound up a visit to Moscow by an- 
nouncing that the lending program 
would be extended for a fourth year, 
until 2000, and Russian officials heaved 
a sigh of relief. 

The two events demonstrated anew 
that Russia and the international fond 
have yet to let go of each other. Since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, the fund 
has been the West's chief financial 
pipeline to Russia as it struggles to build 
a market economy out of seven decades 
of central planning. 

The profound disorder in Russia’s 
public finances has been on display for 
some time. On Friday, in a final splurge 
of discord, the lower house of Parlia- 
ment, the State Duma, foiled to muster 
enough votes for the annual budget after 
four readings for a fiscal year that has 
already begun- 

Russia's economic transition remains 
fr agil e and has become even more so 


since the Asian economic crisis shook 
the faith of many foreign investors in 
emerging markets and forced Russia to 
raise interest rates just as it was hoping 
to reignite growth after years of de- 
pression. 

At the same time, analysts said that 
the IMF cannot walk away from Russia. 
Dial approach could trigger still more 
instability. 


Russia “hasn't graduated out of the 
ocram,” said A1 Breach, an analyst at 


program,” said A1 Breach, an analyst at 
the Russian European Center for Eco- 
nomic Policy here. “Their finances and 
economic variables are not in fine or- 
der.” 

But, he added, the IMF “clearly has 
to keqp on lending. They have to be 
here. They can’t walk out when things 
are fragile and the fiscal situation is a 
mess.” 

In extending the lending program to a 
fourth year, Mr. Camdessus did not spe- 
cify the precise amount of additional 
lending, but he said the IMF would relax 
some of its previous rigid targets for 
revenues and spending. 

Many experts have said a realistic 
budget and a new tax code are the next 
critical steps in Russia’s transition. 

In recent years, the 450-member 
Duma, dominated by Communists and 
nationalists, has enacted wildly unreal- 
istic budgets that were ultimately ig- 
nored, since there was never enough 


money to pay for all the promises. 

Mr. Camdessus also stressed the need 
to slash spending. 

In a joint statement. Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin and Mr. Cam- 
dessus declared that Russia would make 
“comprehensive efforts” to cut spend- 
ing. 

But soon after he departed, the drift of 
the Duma was again evident. The gov- 
ernment recently proposed slicing about 
$4.7 billion from the new budget, but 
Parliament rejected the austeriry mea- 
sure on Friday and then failed to ap- 
prove the overall budget before adjourn- 
ing for a recess. 

Grigori Yavlinsky, whose centrist 
Yabloko bloc voted against it, said the 
budget was “inflated” with money 
“taken from air. It couldn’t have been 
taken from taxes.” 

Mr. Camdessus also injected a new 
theme into the IMF’s advisory role here. 


calling on Russia to improve “corporate 
governance." saying that Russia’s huge 


governance." saying that Russia’s huge 
conglomerates must be more transpar- 
ent with their accounts and observe the 
rule of law. 

First Deputy Prime Minister Boris 
Nemtsov declared that the failure to es- 
tablish control over Russia’s monopol- 
ies had already resulted in “a dicta- 
torship” of financial-industrial groups. 

“Unless we establish control over 
monopolies and rebuff the increasingly 
insolent industrial groups.” he added, 
“a gloomy end awaits us. We can ex- 
pect economic collapse, as happened 
with the ’Asian Tigers.* ” 

■ World Bank to Lend $2 Billion 


The World Bank expects to lend Rus- 
sia about S2 billion this year but has had 
trouble gening a number of new projects 
off the ground, officials said on Friday, 
Reuters reported from Moscow. 


Michael Carter, head of the bank’s 
Moscow mission, cautioned Friday that 
1998 lending figures so far were pre- 
liminary. 

“New commitments in 1998 would 
be on the onier of about $2 billion,” be 
said. Last year the World Bank dis- 
bursed a total of $2.7 billion to Russia. 

World Bank aid to Russia, in the form 
of loans to the government that are 
conditioned on agreed reforms, is aimed 
at specific infrastructure projects and at 
carrying out reforms, such as the re- 
structuring of the coal industry. 

But the continuation of support is 
based on Moscow spending the loans as 
agreed, and some programs are taking 
longer than expected to begin. 

Johannes Lmn, the bank’s vice pres- 
ident for Europe and Central Asia, said 


if Russia failed to pass a budget this 
year. 


Louis Vuitton Returns to Its Paris Roots 

Asian Slowdown Forces Luxury-Goods Maker to Focus on Europe 


By Jacqueline Simmons 

Bloomberg New 
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PARIS — Louis Vuitton is reruming 
to the Champs-Elysees after a 44-year 
absence from the most prestigious shop- 
ping avenue in Paris, as a slowdown in 
Asia’s economy forces the luxury- 
goods retailer to focus on Europe. 

The largest unit of LVMH Moet Hen- 
nessy Louis Vuitton SA, the world’s 
biggest iuxurv-goods company, opened 
a 900 square meter ( IO.OOu square foot) 
store on Friday on the grand avenue. 
The store, and at least a dozen other new 
ones like it, will sell clothes earning a 
Louis Vuitton label for the first time. 
Only two stores are planned for Asia, 
which last year accounted for half of 
LVMH’s revenue. 

The slowdown in Asia in recent 
months has hit sales at LVMH — and its 
share price — and persuaded the com- 
pany’s executives that they need to re- 
conquer the European market, where 
economic growth is likely to accelerate 
thi s year, analysts said. Most of the new 
stores will be based in Europe and the 
United States, including New York. Los 
Angeles, London and Milan. 

“Southeast Asia will be problematic 
in 1998.” said Cedric Magnelia. an ana- 
lyst atCredit Suisse First Boston. He said 
Louis Vuitton. a maker of leather tags, 
luggage and other accessories, woulasee 
sales growth slow to 12 percenim iWS. 
compared with 20 percent in 1997. 


LVMH shares have been the worst 
performers in Fiance's benchmark 
C AC-40 index over the oast 1 2 months, 
losing a fifth of their value and wiping 
23 billion francs ($3-77 billion) off the 
company's market capitalization. The 
shares rose 21 francs Friday, to 1,121. 

Yves Carcelle, Louis Vuitton 's chief 
executive, declined to assess the overall 
impact of the Asian slowdown on the 
company. He said that sales in Hong 


Part of LVMH’s new 
strategy Includes selling 
clothing bearing the 
Louis Vuitton label. 


Kong, which accounts for about 10 per- 
cent of revenue, were “drastic, as 
were sales in other Asian countries that 
linked their currencies to the dollar, 
such as Singapore. 

Louis Vuitton sales rose 12 percent in 
the fourth quarter after rising an es- 
timated 22 percent in the third quarter, 
analysts said. Much of the slowdown in 
rhe final quarter, they said, was due to a 
decline in Asian purchases, including 
Japanese shoppers, who buy about 40 
percent of LVMH goods. 

LVMH hopes to lure Parisian shop- 
pens by adding clothing by the New 
York designer Marc Jacobs to its 
product line. Louis Vuitton sells Loewe 


and Celine clothes as well as its tra- 
ditional line of luggage and handbags in ' 
its 228 stores. Clothes and shoes will 1 
account for 15 percent to 20 percent of 
sales volumes in the new stores, Mr, 
Carcelle said. 

“We’re seeing a very strong pickup ■ 
in spending in Europe and North Amer- 
ica," he said “We can benefit.” 

The U.S., German and French econ- 
omies are expected to grow between 2.5 . 
percent and 3 percent this year, com- 
pared with 1 percent in Japan. 

Louis Vuitton generated a quarter of 
LVMH’s overall sales of $7.88 billion 
last year and about one-third of its op- 
erating profit. 

The company was created in 1854 
and first began selling trunks. Jr opened 
a store on the Champs-Elysees in 1914 
and then closed it in 1954 to move to 
nearby Avenue Marceau. The Marceau 
srore will close to make way for (he 
Champs-Elysees outlet, which is 30 per- 
cent bigger. 

In the past decade, LVMH has stead- 
ily expanded in Asia to meet booming 
demand for its luxury goods — which 
also include Heonessy cognac, Dom 
Perignon champagne and Dior fra- 
grances. 

Other European luxury goods 
companies, such as Gucci Group NV 
and Hermes S A, had until recently ben- 
efited from Asian demand. They, too 
have been hit by the economic decline in 
the region, analysts said. 
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THE AMERICAS 


Tokyo Plan 
For Reform 
Batters Yen 


l 


Antitrust 


OmyiUbyOvSioffFiuaDdpaKia 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose 
against die yen and against most 
major European currencies Friday 
as markets registered disappoint- 
ment with Japan’s economic plan. 


In 4 PM. trading, die dollar was 
at 127.955 yen, up from 126.025 yea 
Thursday, and at 1.8213 Deutsche 
marks, up from 1.8163 DM. 

Against other major currencies, 
the dollar was rose to 1.4690 Swiss 
francs from 1.4667 Thursday, and 
climbed to 6.1160 French francs 
from 6.0880. 


The pound rose to $1.6380 from 
.6372. 


$1.6372. 

Japan’s plan to restart its econ- 
omy, announced Friday, contained 


Cazpkd ti) Ow Sag Fran Dispatches 

WASHINGTON — The Justice Department, 
expanding its antitrust investigation of Mi- 
crosoft Carp., has sent civil subpoenas to MCI 
Communications Corp., Sprint Corp., America 
Online Inc., Earthlink Network Inc., spokes- 
men for all four companies confirmed Friday. 

They are the latest companies to receive a 
request far information from the Justice De- 
partment, as antitrust enforcers gather evidence 
that could lead to a broadside attack on Mi- 
crosoft’s business practices. 

Wired v entur e s Inc., publisher of Wired 
News, and Cnee Inc., which publishes 
news.com on the Internet, confirmed two weeks 
ago that they had received subpoenas. 

MO received the civil subpoenas this week, 
a spokeswoman, Jamie DePcau. She would 
not comment on what information tire Justice 
Department was seeking from MCI, tbe na- 
tion’s second-largest long-distance telephone 


company and a major provider of Internet ser- 
vice. She said the company would fully comply 
with the government’s request. 

Tricia Primrose, an AOL spokeswoman at 
the company’s headquarte rs in Da ft es, Vi r- 
ginia, also confirmed the receipt of subpoenas, 
but declined to comment farther. 

The government is trying to determine 
whether the companies agreed to favor Mi- 
crosoft’s Internet Explorer, which allows users 
to browse through the World Wide Web, over 
Netscape Communications Corp.’s browser, 
Netscape Navigator. 

Pasadena, California-based Earthi-ink is one 
of a number- rtf Internet service providers that 
agreed to distribute Explorer by b un dli n g toe 
browser with its Internet access software. . 

In an antitrust sort filed in October, the 
Justice Department said Microsoft was using its 
d ominanc e in the Windows 95 operating system 
to unfairly gain market shar e for Explorer. 


The government’s case agamst 
contends that toe compan y Afqk te 
antitrust agreement ' by feqUfeHig 
makers to install its Internet Explore 


as a condition for getting .Wmdqws, .. v 


browser 


Microsoft disagrees, saying; 
grams are integrated and camKrtbe separafe&as 
toegoyemment want y ~ Lrr ^ ;aWnl ^ it': 

ing MkrTO^^^^emerns /With its business ’ 
partners to see if riKy mckrde exclusionary ar 
pre fe rential terms intended to lock, out speh : 
rivals^ Netscape. - 

A Microsoft spokesman, Jim Cullman, said 


cooperating fully with toe government and was 

confident its practices would be found w tfhm 

toe law. Spokesmen for toe Justice Department 
did not immediately return pbopecallsseeiring 
commeaLMfcrosoft shares closed Friday at 
$155,125, op 25ceais. (AP, Bloomberg) 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


Source: Bloomberg, Reuters 


Very briefly! 


' Columbia/HCA Healthcare Corp., a health-care c 
hat is being investigated by federal regulators for fra 


urn-care company 
that is being investigated by federal regulators for fraud, has 
agreed to sell its ValueRx pharmacy benefit-management 
company to Express Scripts lnc. for $445 million in cash. 

• The New York Stock Exchange is close to a deal with the 
city to move its trading floor for toe first time since 1903 as it 
seeks more space to accommodate an increase in listings and 
trading volume. 

• America Online Inc. was ordered fcw a Chicago judge to pay 
a settlement in a class-action lawsuit filed by subscribers who 
had trouble accessing tbe network last year. 

• Adaptec Inc* a computer component maker, agreed to 

S ' e another component maker, Symbios Inc* from Hy- 
Electronics of America in a deal worth $775 milli on 
• Peru raised its 1998 budget by 233.8 milli on soles ($83.8 


moves toward reforms but no tax 
cuts or new spending Aar might 
have s timulated domestic demand. 

That, in turn, caused traders to 
slash their yen positions in favor of 
other reserve currencies, including 
the dollar and toe marie. 

“The Japanese plan was a big 
disappointment," said Doug York, 
manager of foreign exchange at 


Stocks Mixed as Profit-Takers Sweep Floor 


Campbell&Co. 

"The dollar could rise to 135 yen 
in coming days as toe market real- 
izes genuine relief for Japan is just 
not going to come." 

In London, an influential U.S. 
economist, C. Fred Bergs ten, said 
Japan’s strategy of continually put- 
ting forward inadequate economic 
packages would fail at some point, 
and there was a risk of a sharp fall in 
toe yen as a result. 

"They’ve had a package almost 
every six months tor toe last five 
years,’ ’ Mr. Bergsten, toe director of 
toe Institute far International Eco- 
nomics, said. 

Traders also said they were wait- 
ing to see what the meeting this 
weekend of top finance o fficials 
from toe Group of Seven indus- 
trialized nations would bring. 

The U.S. Treasury secretary, 
Robert Rubin, said Friday that toe 
group would discuss currency 
policy, as usual, but that be expected 
no change in position. 

G-7 finance ministers are expec- 
ted to issue a communique Saturday 
focusing on foreign-exchange rates, 
a senior official at Japan's Ministry 
of Finance said. 

The G-7 has not issued a formal 
communique, which sends a 
stronger message than a chairman’s 
statement, since April. (AFP, 
Market News, Reuters. Bloomberg) 


million), or 0.81 percent, to pay for damages caused by El 
Nino-related flooding. 


• Boeing Co.’s 737-700 jetliner passed European aviation 
regulators’ design and testing requirements, allowing the 
aircraft to enter passenger service with airlines throughout 
Europe. Reuters, AP, Bloomberg 


Gulf Canada to Sell 4 Oil Fields 


Bloomberg News 

CALGARY, Alberta — Gulf Canada Resources Ltd. plans 
to sell its North Sea oil fields and min oft part of its Western 
Canadian natural-gas pipelines and processing businesses to 
raise 850 million Canadian dollars ($600 million) to lower its 
debt, toe company said Friday. 

Gulf will sell its interest in four British North Sea oil fields 
that it does not operate, a U.S. coal field and exploration lands 
in Nevada and some nonproducing Canadian assets. 

Gulf Canada shares rose 55 cents to close at 7.65 dollars on 
toe Toronto Stock Exchange. 


CeafBai b) bw SugFmm Dbpa&rs 

NEW YORK — Stocks were 
mixed Friday, with a key blue-chip 
index rising and pricey sectors 
growing more attractive after a 
second session of profit-taking on 
Wall Street’s monthlong rally. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
closed up 38.36 points at 8 , 413 . 94 , 


1,034.21. The Nasdaq composite in- 
dex, packed with technology shares, 
rose 1.12 points to 1,728.13, havktg 
spent most of toe day in negative 
territory despite strong perfbr- 


US. STOCKS 


recovering from a 57-point drop. 
Declining issues outnumbered ad- 


Declining issues outnumbered ad- 
vancers by a 9-to-7 ratio on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

Broad stock indicators also re- 
versed course as investors secured 
some more gains from toe market’s 
record-setting advance. 

Hie Standard & Poor’s 500-stock 
index closed up 5.93 points at 


mances from Intel and Dell Com- 
puter, which both rose. 

The expiration of options on com- 
mon stoats and stock furores made 
for sudden swings in toe marker 
Friday as investors bought or sold 
shares they used to hedge options 
positions. 

Airlines stocks fell on expecta- 
tions that Asia’s economic crisis 
will hurt eamingfi. Among toe de- 


diners were US Airways Group; 
Delia Air Lines; rnntmental Air- 
lines; Southwest Airlines; UAL 
Caro* parent of Uni ted Airlines, and 
AMR Corp* parent rtf American 
Airlines. 

"I’ve got to believe drat 1998 is 
going to be much more challen- 
ging" than last year because die 
tirrmni? in Asia is going to hurt cor- 
porate profits, said Charles Crane, 
chief market strategist at Key Asset 
Management Inc. 

Key Asset recently bought shares 
of 360 Communications and Air- 
touch fY mrmnnimrifm« an- expec- 
tations that demand for phone ser- 
vice will grow. 

Some investors are mistakenly 


Morgan Stanley Finds Name a Mouthful 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — Morgan Stanley, 
Dean Witter. Discover & Co. is find- 
ing a 10-sy liable, five-word name a 
mouthful The company said Friday 
that it would drop the Discover cred- 
it card label from its title. 

The change to Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter comes just eight months 
after the investment bank Morgan 
Stanley Group Inc. and toe broker- 
age and credit card company Dean 
Witter, Discover & Co. merged to 
farm toe biggest U.S. securities firm 
based cm equity capital. 

"We must brand this new fran- 
chise with a recognizable" name. 


said toe chairman and chief exec- 
utive, Philip Purcell "Morgan 
Stanley and Dean Witter are two 
established, respected brand names, 
one in toe institutional marketplace, 
toe other with individual con- 
sumers." 

Separately, toe company dis- 
closed that Mr. Purcell earned $14.4 
million in 1997, more than three 
times as much as in 1996. 

The head of the second-biggest 
American securities firm in toms of 
capital took home a $775,000 sal- 
ary, $9.7 million in bonus and 53.94 
million in restricted stock and other 
compensation. The company also 


gave him 1.12 million options to 
buy Morgan Stanley stock. 

Tbe company paid John Mack, its 
president and chief operating of- 
ficer. a total of $13.6 for 

1997, up 30 percent from what he 
earned in 1996. That includes 
S 775, 000 salary, $9.7 million bonus 
and$3.14 million in restricted stock. 
Mr. Mack also got options to boy 
126,126 Morgan Stanley Dean Wit- 
ter shares. 

Tbe jump in compensation came 
as shares of Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter soared 59 percent in the past 
year, outpacing the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 Index’s 28 percent gain. 


4 'dismissing Asia, as if that was toat 
and now we’re going to move-on," . 
said Robert Doll, director of equity 
investments for Oppenheimer- 
Funds. Mr. Dollsaidhe was keeping 
40 percent of tor. $2 billion Op- 
penheimer Growth Fund he man- 
ages in cash until more stocks falL 

Oil stocks were hit by news 
Thursday night toat toe Justice De- 
partment may sue several oil 
companies for not paying royalties 
doe on oil produced on federal land 
Among U.S. oil stocks, Mobil and- 
Chevron fell Friday. ' 

Smart Modular Technologies 
shares fell as much as 19 percent ' 
after toe make r of memory devices 
used in computers warned toat 
second^quarter revenue , and profit 
would fall from toe first quarter, A 
customer chose not to buy one of 
Smart’s products on concern toat toe 
company could not meet supply re- 
quirements, Smart said. 

On the upside, Merck shares rose, 
benefiting from toe countercyclical 
nature of drug stocks. Investors of- 
ten buy such stocks when they ex- 
pect me economy to slow because 
costumers need medicine even in 
bad times. 

Callaway Golf rose sharply. The 
maker of golf equipment was cited 
in a magazine article as a takeover 
candidate. 

Bonds were little changed, with 
toe price of toe benchmark 30-year 
slipping 8/32 to 103 18/32, pushing 
the yield to 5.86 percent from 5.84 
on Thursday. 

- - — {Bloomberg, AP.- Reuters) 
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RAGE 11 


EUROPE 


Paris Denies 
Sale of Stake 
In Renault 


A Management Shakeup at Telecom Italia 



Reuters 

PARIS — The French gov- 
ernment and Renault SA shot 
down reports Friday that the 
state would cut its 44 percent 
sake in the carmaker and that 
the company might sell its loss- 
making truck unit. 

But analysts said the recur- 
ring sale rumors would prob- 
ably arise again because both 
scenarios made sense. 

With Renault’s stock hover- 
ing near record levels and its 
results improving, the govern- 
ment would have little diffi- 
culty finding buyers for Renault 
shares, analysts said. 

News reports Friday said 
France would probably sell at 
least 25 percent of its stake in 
the carmaker, but not before 
1999. The Finance Ministry 
said speculation fueled by die 
report was unfounded. 

“The feeling in the marker is 
that the sale of Renault shares is 
one of the easier ways the gov- 
ernment has to raise money 
through privatizations,” said 
John Lawson, analyst at Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney. 

The French government is 
working on the sales of the in- 
surer GAN, its bank subsidiary 
CIC and part of Air France. 

“It’s just a matter of time 
before it gets around to 
Renault,” Mr. Lawson said. 

Analysts also said a sale of its 
truck business, Renault Vehi- 
cules Industriels, would make 
sense from a financial and in- 
dustrial point of view. 

“There is a broad consensus 
among analysts that RV1 will 
never make satisfactory returns 
stumbling alone as it does,” 
said Nick Snee, a car analyst ai 
JJP. Morgan. 

“Its future woold be better 
served by combining it with an- 
other truck producer,” he said. 
“That would be a win-win situ- 
ation for Renault and for the 
truck business.” 

The truck unit lost 791 mil- 
lion francs (S129.7 million) in 
1996 and Renault has said 1997 
results would bring further 
losses before returning to profit 
in 1998. 


ROME A management 
shakeup at Telarom Italia SpA has 
left the Agnelli family, which con- 
trols a stake of just 0.6 percent, as 
me main center of power in Italy’s 
former state telephone monopoly, 
investors and government officials 
said Friday. 

But although the shakeup had 
been expected, analysts said it was 
hkely to usher in a period of un- 
certainty at a time when deregu- 
lation of the telecommunications 
market poses tough new challenges 
for the company. 

Telecom Italia's chief executive. 
Tommaso Tommasi di Vignano, 
resigned late Thursday after Tele- 
com’s new chairman. Gian Mario 
Rossignolo, introduced a fresh man- 
agement structure that would curb 
Mr. Tommasi’s powers. An earlier 
attempt to clip Mr. Tommasi's 
wings by Mr. Rossignolo ’s predc- 


Change Leaves Agnellis in Control 


Frankfurt 

DAX 


London 
FTSE 100 Index 


cessor, Guido Rossi, failed and 
prompted Mr. Rossi's resignation. 
Mr. Tommasi’s departure 


signaled the end of the state-ap- 
pointed managers who had run the 


Bancario San Paolo di Torino, the 
Agnelli family holding company 
Ifil, and AT&T Corp. 


pointed managers who had run the 
giant company until its privatization 
in October, and victory for the new 
team of executives installed by 
private shareholders. 

‘ 'The changes create a situation of 
instability and poor morale at the 
top.” said Monica Bello, an analyst at 
Sella Asset Management. “The com- 
pany needs to find Ibe tight balance of 
power between the new shareholders 
and the old management.” 

The company, the world's sev- 
enth-largest telecommunications 
company, also appointed a new 
board in October. 

That group owns about 6 percent 
of the company and includes the 
banks Credito ltaliano and Istituto 


The shakeup leaves most power 
i the hands of Mr. Rossignolo. who 


in the hands of Mr. Rossignolo. who 
spent 22 years in the Agnellis’ em- 
ploy, and three general-directors — 
one of whom represented the Ag- 
nellis on Telecom Italia’s board. 

“The Agnellis are running the 
place now,” said Giulio Baresani, 
who manages 500 billion lire f$277 
million) at Prudential Fondi SpA. 
“It sounds absurd, but while in- 
vestment funds dhai have a bigger 
stake cannot express their opinion, 
one powerful family can practically 
gain control with less than 1 per- 
cent.” 

A spokesman for Ifil said he 
could not comment about the tele- 


phone company’s affairs. 

Senator Michele Lauria, under- 


secretary at the Communications 
Ministry', said Friday that he, too. 
was “perplexed that a group with 
just 0.6 percent became a de facto 
shareholder of reference” at Tele- 
com Italia, while many other in- 
vestors “remained without a 
voice.” 

He said that the government, 
which holds two slots on Telecom 
Italia’s board, should transfer them, 
as well as Mr. Tommasi’s vacant 
board seat, to the company's em- 
ployees and institutional investors. 

Vito Gamberale. chief executive 
of the cellular-telephone subsidiary. 
Telecom Italia Mobile SpA, became 
director-general for operations and 
Fulvio Come, an executive with the 
state railroad company Fenovie 
deilo Stato SpA, became director- 
general for finance. 

Telecom Italia fell 250 lire to 
12.080 1S6.74) and TIM fell 255 lire 
to 8,050. i Bloomberg, Reuters ) 
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French Retailer to Buy 47.5% of U.S. Firm 


Vienna 


Btoomhrn ; News 

PARIS — Pinauh-Priniemps-Re- 
douie SA said Friday that it would 
buy 47.5 percent of Brylane Inc., a 
U.S. catalogue retailer, for 2.7 bil- 
lion francs ($442.8 million) to fur- 
ther the French company's expan- 
sion abroad. 

France’s biggest nonfood retailer 
will pay $51 a share, equal to 
Bry lane’s closing stock price Thurs- 
day. It will buy 40 percent from 
Freeman Spogli, an investment 
fund, and the U.S. clothing retailer 
Limited Inc., and a further 7.5 per- 
cent from investors who include 
Brylane managers. 

The offer will not be extended to 
other shareholders. 

Brylane. which is based in New 
York, had 1997 sales of SI. 3 billion 
and sells its clothes through spe- 


cialty catalogues, including lines for 
large-sized women. Its catalogue 
names include King Size, Lane Bry- 
ant and Chadwick's. 

The purchase marks the first step 
into the United States by Redoute, 
the mail-order unit of Puiault-Prin- 


made acquisitions abroad in recent 
months to become less reliant on 
their home market. 


Rank Restructure 
Helps It to Profit 


Zurich 


1,337,71 1,353.11 -1.14 


4,32843 4.308.49 +0.46 


L . -.-..f J Gv 


Pinault-Printemps already owns 
exel Inc., a U.S. electrical products 


temps-Redoute. It is part of a plan by 
the parent company to generate half 


ils revenue from outside France by 
2000. With the acquisition, more 
than 45 percent or revenue will 
come from abroad, die company 
said. 

French consumer spending rose 
just 0.2 percent last year, leaving 
exports as the motor for economic 
growth. Retailers' expansion in 
France is also limited by restrictions 
on construction on new stores. 

Other retailers, including Carre- 
four SA and Promodes SA, have 


Rexel Inc., a U.S. electrical products 
distributor. Earlier this month, that 
unit bought the electrical supply 
business of the Ideal companies in 
Australia and New Zealand. That 
came after the January purchase of a 
similar business in the region owned 
by General Electric Co. 

For Limited, the sale is pan of a 


For Limited, the sale is pan of a 
move to improve profits, which rose 
18.3 percent in the fourth quarter 


Small African Economies Win Top Ratings 

Reuters said. 4 ‘They all have significant ex- 


Reuters 

TUNIS — Mauritius, Tunisia and 
Botswana are the most competitive 
economies of 23 African countries 
surveyed by the World Economic 
Forum and the Harvard Institute for 
International Development, a study 
released Friday showed. 

“The top finishers. Mauritius, 
Tunisia and Botswana, are all re- 
liably well-managed economies, 
and have been over time,’ ’ the report 


port interest, and all have a history 
of sustained, respectable economic 
growth.” 

The report measures the compet- 
itiveness of 23 countries in Africa 
based on estimates for their me- 
dinm-term economic growth and 
their control of income levels. It 
found that “s mall, dynamic, stable 
economies with solid export bases 
perform best.” 


18.3 percent in the fourth quarter 
after a 2 percent gain in the third. On 
Feb. 17, it announced plans to sell its 
majority stake in Abercrombie & 
Fitch Co. to Limited shareholders. 

Limited plans to improve its Lim- 
ited, Express, Lemer and Lime Bry- 
ant stores, which all sell similar 
women’s clothing and accessories. 

“The Limited is in a tough situ- 
ation in terms of profitability, “ said 
William Maffie, a portfolio man- 
ager for John Hancock Funds, which 
owned 181,800 shares of Aber- 
crombie & Fitch as of December. 

Pinault-Printemps said the acqui- 
sition of the Brylane stake should 
have a “positive” impact on its 
earnings per share this year. It had 
1997 earnings per share of 117.3 
francs, before items, compared with 
92.22 francs a share in 1996. 

Pinault-Printemps shares fell 14 
francs, to close Friday at 3,910. 


LONDON — The British 
leisure company Rank Group 
PLC announced Friday it had 
returned to a profit in 1997 as it 
reaped the benefits of a two- 
year reorganization and rising 
consumer spending. 

Net income after charges was 
£196 million ($320 million), 
compared with a net loss after 
charges last year of £3 1 million. 
Rank took a one-time charge 
from the sale of businesses of 
£43 million. 

Rank, owners of the Hard 
Rock Cafe chain, Mecca bingo 
halls and Butlins holiday 
camps, raised sales by 8.3 per- 
cent to £2.01 billion. ” 

Total dividend was raised 5.9 
percent to 18 pence. 

Andrew Teare, chief exec- 
utive, said a robust economy 
would help consumer spending 
and an investment program 
over was paying off. 

The leisure division im- 
proved profits 16 percent to 
£107 million, with much of the 
improvement coming from the 
group’s Odeon cinemas, where 
admissions rose 24 percent. 

Rank shares closed Friday in 
London at 320 pence, down 
1 1 . (Reuters. Bloomberg ) 
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Very briefly: 


• Bass PLC, Britain’s second-largest brewer, which is also in 
the hotel, restaurant and pubs business, is close to an agree- 
ment 10 buy the Inter-Continental Hotels & Resorts chain 
from Japan's Saison Group for more than $2.8 billion, a 
person familiar with the situation said. 

• Moody’s Investors Sen-ice Inc. is to review' Greece ’s long- 
term foreign-currency debt rating for a possible downgrade on 
concern the country’s policy of using interest rates to defend 
the drachma will increase its debt burden. It will also review 
the rating for drachma-denominated debt. 

• French industrial production excluding construction rose 


2 percent in December from the previous month and was up 
6.3 percent in the three months to December from the same 


6.3 percent in the three months to December from the same 
period a year earlier. 

• The French government said it would announce Monday 
the future of state-owned airline Air France and would 
present the government's position on privatizing the airline, 
the Transport Ministry said. 

• Skandia AB of Sweden; the Nordic region's largest insurer, 
said its operating profit in 1997 more than doubled to 6.01 
billion kronor (.5742 million). The company also announced a 
five-to-one share split. 


• Scania AB. a Swedish maker of trucks, posted a 1 997 profit 
of 2.75 billion kronor, compared with 2.71 billion in 1996. 
Sales were 39.72 billion kronor, compared with 33.73 billion 
kronor in 1996. But the company said it expected financial 
troubles in Southeast Asia to hit demand for its vehicles in the 
current year. 


• Dresdner Bank AG of Germany, raised taxable profit last 
year bv almost 20 percent from 1996, to 3.3 billion Deutsche 


year by almost 20 percent from 1996, to 3.3 billion Deutsche 
marks ($1.82 billion). 

• EA-Generali AG, an Austrian insurer, said net income rose 
to 650 million schillings ($51.2 million) from 602 million 
schillings in 1996. Bloomberg. AFP. Reuters 
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Friday’s 4 P.M. Close 

“ Tta 2xoo most haded stocks of the day. 
Nofiomride prices not refleclirHl late trades elsewhere. 
The Associated Press. 
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9V% 71* CoiHIn 
114* 10*% Collnlln 
BH TV* COIIHI AHU - 
11V* 91* CoilnvG .01 55 - 
89% 7V* Co) Mo -49 02 - 
311* 261* CctooPT 2JW 73 18 
251* 244* CWnPptA2.19 85 - 
25% ’TV Codec - 17 


655 8 7% 71* 

171 349% 341% 347m +-*%( 
246 291* 29 29 -4% 

452 81* BH BW -V*| 
239 106* 106% 106%, 

314 81% 81% 8*% -V% 
239 11 10«* im -V* 

245 71* 74% 71* +'% 

502 301* 30% 30V* +% 
734 251* 256% 256% -V% 
920 25V* 24*% 241* -fa 


91 9% 57*4 FMC - 16 _W0 7T% TO* 7J “JJ 

60 421* FPL Gp 1.92 13 17 317V 5% 58b |9i% +1* 

276M151* FabCA _ 19 114 27*% 26ta ^**J% 

741* is FabC B _ 17 » 23% 23% OS *% 

214* 141* FohnVIn -231 14 9 

476%28V%F0ftf3C X4 .1 


286*111* FakCp 
FtaKmts 


241* 71* 


, 107 17*( 17% 171* Al 
24 1117 33*% »*% »*» *»* 
_ 720 23V* 234* 23** -4* 
I 44 969 221* 22 22*% ^ 


viLH ' r -mi l I 36 559 331* 33b 33b +v* I 2614 156%HXTef 

351%15 FmnDirs Ml l.l &5V* 64 664% -V% 356%Sn HorMq 


rm 111. HhrtPk _ 34 708 146% 141* 14b +» 

S7-* 3/t, HaeOapf JO J Alia® tfh 6614 66*% 
®?%WA taePrp T JO M 3 237 V S* 

111* S’* Haada* - — MU *6% W* 4*4%+v% 

F^SSSSaa- 30 ^ I’SSS 


3ib ion Matoa 54; 35 il 
17** 7V| MadeiSiiUZe U 10 
3414 W*« Magsflon 


as 1 ® =.• 

- i 'a6M 229% 214% ^329*7*5 


24V* 141* MogMX 
264* I84ti MagTov I 


jggy„i-a M 


_ _ 607 mg .... 

-• 17 iwmiti _ 

- ---JUa* 23ft 23W l 



+»% 80b 64b»HoofWMl i 


79 56 CofimEOT 150 1J 15 1801 75V* 74b 74JV* -V* 


441* 241* cSmcS 1 M '3 9718114 261* 25ft 26V* +9*| 


42b 184* CooMflsc a .70 5 25 2398 AW 40ft %0b -t%| 
99V* 531* Coraahc 1.92f 24) 20 2916 951* MU 9M% -4% 


66V* 301* FanniMOM.961 15 — — - - 

lift 4b Fob* - - - 252 SV* 5 5V* - 

27ft 24ft FnnGpfAZll 8.1 _ 294 »ft 207% 2|V% >V% 

04* 5V% FOdderS ^8 U If «2 * S2? a* tvw 

61* 5 FaddersA J08 15 VS 204 B% Sftt »* -«• 

47ft 24 FedMog 58 15 31 2562^B%%4^ gif 
24ft FMR87 1J2 65 22 721 2Sft» 24ft 3«» -ft* 


2ft 


W - HocfauC p 1 



38V. 27% H^PT 252f U J6 10472W% 34b 3M 


-«*1 


22*S%17 BedfrdP 120 4.0 10 


251* 5ft BagYani 


.24 UVoAKStMl* 50 22 7 2049 18V* 18 181% -V* 

25ft Mb AMBPf n.l3p - - 817 24ft 24 241%+5% 

• 271* 20 AMFn _ _ 830 23»V* 23ft 23b +V1 

i 24b 71ft AMU Rs 176 7J 16 560 22ft 22U 22ft - 

. 136ft 78ft AMR _ 11 22544 128>V* 122 IZS-Vd-Sft 

. IT* 9ft APT Sat _ _. 109 HU lift 11b _ 

51H 40ft AACOCll 250 65 41 Z2S 40ft 46ft 409% -4* 

1 37ft 19 ASA Ud 50m 35 _ 801 211% 21 21V* -b 

1 «M5 30b AT&T 1-32 2.1 2240032 OVu dlb 61b -1ft 

•'55 34 U 873 20ft 201* 20ft -ft 

. £61*29% AXA UAP550 15 _ 15558411% 471* 47ft +21*. _ 

32ft 9ft Aaaias .13 15 13 1280 12t* 12V* 129% +A% I S50WK» 

1 75b 52ft AMU* 120t 15 -14668 74ft 73b 74 Vm +9% 

39 in AberRdi - 54 3986 35b 34ft 35ft -9% 

21 111* AHibig -40 „ - 824 14V* 13ft 13ft +b 

_ ,, 412 2+f,, 24W 24ft -ft 

- 31 0260 29>* 28ft 28b -ft 
52 .1 23 lOUnUft 211* 24ft +3% 

- 40 124 S7m 59m 5**+*m 

- - 163 10 9b 9b -9* 

2S 2214 18U m* 18b +b 
_ X29I 25<V% 2Sft 25ft +ft 

- 375 44V* 42"* 42ft -TV» 

- 424 16ft 15%* 16 -ft 
_ 062 131* 13b 13ft +14 
-16972 19V* 199* 191* +** 

20 473B249* 23^* 244* -V* 

10 141 Bft B ‘ 8 

335HM* 103 103V* +ft 

520 10ft I0K: 10VJ -9* 

974 57ft 57 57ft -ft 


24 171* 

40ft 30ft BeHoa 
33b 19ft BaOSHwi 


70 5 17 


_ 18 


369 20b 20ft 204* -ft 
345 8H 7b 8 -I* 

97 184* 18b 18ft -4% 
714 40 39V* 39ft +4* 

414 28** 2SVs 289* -1% 


93 t v*5ob BeflAfl 358 35 3013129 89V* BBYu 886% +ft 
19b 12 BcOIndi - 13 707 14 13b 13b -b 

62V* 391* BelSo 1-44 2-4 71 12132 59ft 57V* 59ft +11* 

5o 6*344* ButaAH -48f .9 39 734 55ft 54b S« -ft 

474%33ft Bonis 581 25 22 722 45 441% 44ft +» 

304* 12b BendlEl - 21 !M2oV*2Sft 26«%- -1 [ 


21V* IS CoroCrtS n _ _ 
49ft 244* CmcBNJ .9*4 2.1 20 
371* 211* CmcKki 1.04 25 14 
37ft 21ft Cine Fa I 72 A 17 
21H lift CmlTek 54 25 11 
33ft 27ft CmdWIJI 52 .15 13 
18V»13ft CtndNL 170 05 14 
36b 18ft CamES 158 45 15 
19 10ft COmScapll - 
35 20 CimyBSl 50 27 

38 15ft CmcUSA 
251*12 CBD-Paa n-40*l J 


.1 


1179*594* BenefCp 278 25 2514829110ft 1 141% 1151% -11% 
V* ft. Bawlff _ _ 2710 Vn ft* ft. -ft* 

21ft Ufa BeraonOG _ 15 429 12^% 12ft 12V% -ft 


29 13ft BergEl* - 29 1528 27 204* 27 +9% 

49 22** EerltJrs -48 15 29 3886 48b 48 481* oft I 


. 281* 17b Acpflns 
32 15b AccvSIft 

771m 10 AckGip 
Bft 4ft AaneE 

17b 8 ft AaneMt 

, 291. 15V* Acusoa 

26 19b AdaEs IMo 75 

49 I3b AdramsK _ 

74ft I5 »«AFPPk>» lTSe 75 
. T4V»12'%AdrtniGli 
484* 17V* AMD 

' 24V* lift AdWhK 

• I2b% th Aduacat _ 

103b 63ft Aegon 153e 15 

12ft 34* Aerefle* - 

59'i 37ft AeroVrck 581 15 


EtotHa A _ 54 1120 588 54800 54900 +200 

121% 10ft BeckRty 571 85 - 504 lift lift 111% -ft 

58 8ft BmJBuy - 63 4493 54ft 53W. S3b. -%% 

6SV*26>* BetlBpf 375 57 _ 127 614* 61ft 014* -%% 

108% 76ft Basttaods 150 17 37 3437 8HV. 7044 ICSft -1% 

5Sft 27V. BelHUA - 37 1 22 55b 53b* 5SU +19* 

12% 7ft BeffiSa _ 9 5850 10ft 10b 109% +V% 

71 57 BabDeaO 152 25 23 335 631* 621* 63ft +«% 
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12ft Bernlyn 
_ 17ft BigRow 
337*184. Blndiif 08 

39A.2Dft EUo+KUl 
2D9.I4VI B-rSJI M 23 


25 2046 141% 14 14V% -4% 

- 873 2o6% 26ft 261% -fa 
17 925 301% 29ft 309*+>V* 
34 1916 39ft 38V* 384* -«% 
43 1697 T7*% 17 17V* - 


196 20ft 20 20ft +V% 
155 47V* 46V% 464+ -ft 
335 37V* 361* 3746 +4* 
962 34ft 33b%344* +»% 
IS 19V* 199% 199% - 

142 32 310% 31ft ■¥» 

308 17ft 17V* 17ft +*% 
._ 139 351% 34b» 35ft -ft 
_ 1063 13ft 13ft 13ft +»% 
17 93 344* 34V. 349* +1% 

28 5881 33%% 33 33V* -»% 

- 535 23b 22b 23 +V* 

39193444 35V* 33V* 34V* -ft 
13 1053 lOIkdlO 10 -ft 

- Ill 11 10ft 11 +b 

2423317 47ft 47 471% +1* 

3215716 1WV* KB* 104 +ft 
42 397 444* 42b 42ft -19% 

- 2511 30‘V% 30V+ 30b +4+ 

.... ... _ n 1643 10 9*% 9b +ft 

38b 25b ConAgra* 53 22 2128060 28P% 27b 28** +ft 

9ft 61% Cone Ml - - 6» 8 7b 7b ■** 

30ft. 21V* CMHlEn U2 4J 15 141 Z8W* 2£* Tffft -A% 

50V% 34ft Canxaco 50 U) 19 6256 4ft 47V* gft -f+ 

54ft 461%CaiUCpffjS4p _ _ 267 53ft. 521* 53ft -V* 

77 25 C0RxprT2J9 87 — 150 2«% W% 2M% -ft. 

45 214* Cnqaar _ 13 1270 22V% 21ft 22J*+ % 

43H%27 Caned 1121 SO 14 4216 42ft 42V* gb +9* 

261* 23ft ConEd31 1.94 7.5 _ 100 26 25% 2£fa _ 

56V* 23ft ConsGptl _ 40 769 50V* 49 50V* -ft. 

«W%47U CansNG 1.94 35 18 2116 55V* »/* OT* -5® 

60V* 49ft Con Pap 1.68 25 22 387 58ft 57V* 58b +“% 


39b 14b Compaq t Jffl 
201* IDh CmpMan 
17 5V* CompCre 

58U 24ft ConpAas JOT 


49ft 16** CmaTfks JB 
33b 10ft Carnot 20 
1714 6ft CWnsttRj 


51 U 29ft BkKkO -48 15 21 5577 49U 501* +ft 


27V* 2441 AelnaC ptUT 8.9 _ 144 26b 26ft 26V* -v* 
-118ft 66V. Aetna MC M .9 15 6833 86ft 84ft 861*. 19* 

- 179 82ft 81V* 82<%+lft 

34 3261 C7ft 33 33»% +’•■ 

- 478s® 32ft 35 +2 

21 166 18 17b 179% -ft 


104 67b Aetna piC4J0 58 

33'j IV* AffCmpSv 
33 23ft ARMgren 
20- 13ft AgSvce 


14b 4J.%Agnicoij XOe 3 
22ft 18b Agree Rfl 184 88 


. _ 1711 5ft SV. 5>v% -14 

J Agree Rfl 184 88 15 100 21b 71H 21ft *ft 

14ft 9ft Agrium g .11 8 _ 1699 13b 137% I3|* +•% 

68 34b Anmons 88 18 15 9«24 «a<«% 59ft 004* +1% 

32 21b Ahold s -32e 1.1 27 474 28'* 284. 28ft +4i 

B9ft 66ft AirProd \20 18 22 1358 87b 86U 8T»« +ft 

29ft 13b AirNdS - 26 216 26^% 261* 26*% -V* 

41b 13ft AntiFrla .15 A 16x3623 38ft 37ft 38** 

21ft 13ft Akan _ 43 773 16ft 16(1 16+* -V*[ 

17ft 9ft Airfeow 180am 11 93 13V* 13’% 131* +1*1 

46H 22 AirToucti _ 5611901 43b 42'* lift 

39ft 25ft Airldlpra 1J4 A7 - 162 374* 36«% 37b 

... ... _ 133 05b 64ft 65 -ft 

- 175 2SV* 25ft 25U +V* 

- 2747 26 Bft 2Sli - 

13 94 18b 17ft m* -V* 

15 6348 53b 51ft 52ft JVi 

42 1J 14 268 22b 22ft Ufa +>% 
86 18 17 


67ft 42ft AirTcil pfC 21] 3J 
Z5ft 74b AtaP47n 
Toft 231* AtaPC pm 1.90 78 
23b IT* AJamoCu 43 12 
61 23 AbkAIr 

27J*19b Aftrryln 
27fa 171* AbMW 
2Se 18ft AlbrtEg 
32r*25 Alberto 
27ft 21 AttCulA 
491*304* A baton 
40i% 24ft A/can 
TflV: Bft Alcatel _ 

3S% 20ft AlexREn 180 5J _ 
14ft 12ft A HAct Tar 1.02 74 _ 


30ft 2642 Blkhncp 1801 45 
9ft 9fa BBsTOOB 47 48 
9ft. Bb B841999 
8ft 7=biB»3oai 
9%. 81* BAAdv 
16'% Ufa BlkFLOS 

n oft Sim 

15ft 14 B842008 

UTalOft BfcJMT 
14ft 12fa BK.IQM 
8 ft 7>* BUST 
lift 10ft BimTar 
10b 9*1 B»NA 
S n .% 7b Bft Sir 
?& % 8b BlkTT 
3t<v*Zl'i Blanch 
46 2S ! * BWiHR 

20i* ]9 BbumAa .28 1.1 
11** 8 BhieOip 1874144 

51* 2** Btuegreen - 

3“4* 20' i BkrOis 
00‘* 42 u «Boeinas 
45“»77-j BmseC 
73 ’6 m* Beacon 
9 3 'j Bombay 

12fa 7»% BordOi 
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40 A2 
40 48 
62 68 
86 54 
5o 78 
80a 5.1 
47 58 
.790 58 
850 64 
ol 58 
84 80 
47 5 4 
54 58 
40 l.l 


157 33ft 

525 9>* 
306 9ft 
1635 8b 
95 9** 
104 16ft 
1475 7V* 


334% 33ft -V* 
9b 94 
94% 9*% - 

8ft BH% -. 
9ft 9ft - 
16 14'% - 

71* TV* - 


17b 1IM ConmPdt* t 
SO 27ft ConStar 
7b 21* CCDMa 
40ft 18 Caitffind 
52ft 28ft CHAlrB 
47ft. 15ft CflHme 
28 SV* Convene 
Bib 31ft coopCas 
SIT* lift CoopCo 
591%4ift Cooper 


JO 4 


ta 


J4f 

J4I 


8 23 
.9 20 


660 24V. 73".% 24 +4* 

317 221* 22** 22**+v% 

624 30ft 30'/* 301* + V» 
... .. 306 26A% 26V* 26»% +»• 

-64 1J 25 51 44 USD 49ft 49'% _ 
80 28 15 4333 30ft 29ft. 30=1 +ft 
34e 14 - 2008 259% 244% 24ft, 

303 31 V% 29ft 30ft. -ft I 
571 14 I3fa* 13ft 


334* 18ft Sender* s 
61 ft 38= . BorqWAu .eO 18 
19b lift BatWSc 
II 71* Bod Beer 
39i% 24ft Bail Ed 1X8 4.9 
36' % ro 1 -* BoilPrpn85e 24 
78=: % 41 BcslSc 
29ft 1!'* Bouygi .17e .9 
37’: Baerair 
BoxHiBn 


284 15ft 15V% 15V* -9* 
162 llu lift Ufa +'% 
393 14ft 14% 14ft +Vk 
688 BVu 8ft 8V%+7* 
304 11 v* lift lift - 
587 I0A* 10<*% 1B»% -ft 
577 B7* 8ft 8ft - 
1241 9*1 9+% 91% -4% 

317DJ7V. 36ft 374% +V% 

SO 18 49 2109 455* 44ft 45V* .. 

17 343 25b 25ft 259* -V* 
_ 357 10b 10ft TOfa +ft 
17 1324 Am 4k-« 4«V» +ft 
29 461 29V* 29V* 29ft .■/» 
-43245 50b OT. 5tH % -ft 
_ CS02 34 331% 33*+ +V* 

19 857 IB 1741 1744 -ft* 
_ _ 1290 5ft 5»% 5V* -ft 
■83*10.5 53 828 7b 7** 7b 


.56 1.1 
60 18 


57 

21ft 

9fa 


40 1237 326% 32*% 32®* +% 

13 9tE 57fa 56 5714 +4* 

23 1 BO lfi’% 17b 17® * -V* 
23 592 Px 81* 80%+ •% 

14 Sm 38®* 38i% 38*. -W 
_ IE72 3S JO 1 ) 34®% -■% 
57 WU 59’* 57%*57®%-l®. 

„ _ 355 18'.* 17ft ITq'M-V* 
£0 1-6 JO 2202 3P-U 50 SO'% +>% 
. 18 544 10ft 104* 109% +1% | 


IT’-, :75V: Ale Ena* 172 5# 13 2850 31% 30^» 30ft -ft I 
— " iTetdy .64 %A 16 3392 26ft 


32b 22ft AllegTeftty .64 2-4 16 3392 26ft 26'/% 26ft 

35^19:, Allegiance M 1 J 21 3687 337% 37a 33 

30 lo Allen Tel - 20 944 18 17V* 17ft +b 

37ft 25ft Atorjn 52b 1 J 18 1887 35** 34b 35>*+V*| 

344* 19ft AS4Alld4J6el25 _ 231 034®% 34V* 34b 


. BctOGiii _ 425 74: 71* 71* -ft 

28 1 * 20 BavfanL 1 80 7 4 15 2830 24*. I4ft 241* -V* 

217 % 17ft BiadRE 1 40 6 8 15 225 20ft :s=-- 20¥* - 

- - ' “ 261 14b 14** 14b +V* 

W4 23 A u 23®% 23®%+ V* 

*36 20ft 20*% 20ft +'% 


43-1 24 AInCap 280a 58 32 1160 i«Y» 474* 484* +b| 
AliWrtd 


17b 13b AllWrfd 153a 9.7 _ 150 16 ' 15*% 75b +4*1 
15 lift AlWIrtd2 1-42D 102 _ 1316 Uft 134*13®% -*«[ 


16V% 10’.'i Bralmw n J°c 20 
2#4> 18b Bnzrtdys 1 Affl _. 

28ft l5 v o Brazil 126015.9 _ 

107. 5r;*Emz8EFsA99ia: - 
!5V* 17 BredTdl - -. 

S3 1 * J2>i Briaaral 1.12 25 21 

121% 4'4 BrihChA 03 .9 _ 

7P=i 10b Biinker 
297. 23®%BrHlHfl-. 


135 8'4 77< 7! i 

3139 19'i 19<» 19ft _ 
514 -Ml* 43b 44*% +1% 
89 B’« 8%% 80% -4% 

.. 22 4121 20'. 19** T?ft -fa 
_. M 462 2SI< 24ft 24ft -V* 


171 61ft 61 It 61P.% -V* 
211 30®% 30A% 30"% -V* 
140 >75 73ft 74 n -» + v* 
219 2S6* 2S7-1 25’* +ft 
680 23 27» 22V* .** 


69 404: AUTch _ 17 

35ft 21ft AlktCra* -48 1.6 IS 

74ft 3«'( Aldlrhn IXSe 25 20 
78 a 25 Allrhhpf 2.97115 - 

27 18ft AltedPd » .16 J 14 __ __ 

47 i 31 ft AjdSdnfs 6df M 2113388 42^* 41ft 42ft -v 4 

621*3+6. ABmrFn JO J 17 2101 Bitft 63V* 63®% + : i 

QSi 58ft AltolOte LOW 1J 1311333 9T* 9|i. »ft .ft 

60 41 AM 93 ZJO 35 - 5102 59ft 587* 59ft +!- 

76*'% 24b ABsJ^FTn 1.78 7J0 _ 217 25=:% 2Sft 2S:% **% 

260*24'% AIUJpfA 1.99 76 _ 207 26ft 2ftV* 26V* -V*. 


44 2«b ABM 1.16 2.7 19 1847 43b 43 43*% +ft 

2j’% 12ft Alptama .18 X _ 277 23ft 2T-. 22ft -ft 

21 7ft AlpmoGr - 21 1121 18b 18 I8 'm -V* 

45', 304: AJwnax _ 61 2631 3646 361'% 36ft 

29ft 65- % Alcoa 1310a 1-4 16 6244 73 * 72". 7T* -1ft 

331% 24ft Afro 581 2449 37ft 37k* 371* -A 

»®%6mo*G _ _ 3771 2b 2ft 20* _ 

54' ■ 31 AmhocFs J6 7 17 2498 53V: 51b 53'.: +ft 

T. - 2Dl%tin<os1 56 2 A 14 105 73-ft 23V* 22ft _ 

13-. 47b AmHoi 60 1 1 8? 2792 5T/% So 1 * 56ft 


104’* STL. BrAlvSq 15«J 1.6 3125156 98ft 96ft 981% +V* 
1251.83’% BnlAlf 217D 14 18 148 94' % 93 93>V*+>» 

93 64ft BnlPel Sint- 13 19 6738 81 fa BOft 81 +1V* 

31'* 20ft Snisa ZOTe BA A 7&> 24k* 23ft 230% +U 

99ft 5T % BnlTd 11 15ell 4 20 236 98V* 9746 984* -V* 

30fa 16" * BHP 73e 37 12 195 19"r% 19** 199% -(% 

55 fa 434. BnvnFB 1.12 20 21 633 55' • 54V% 541* +V* 

20'* 12'% B.%mGp 40m 27 _ 284 15ft 141* 15 -V% 

38ft 26>. BramFr 76 23 2311656 32ft 3115 32ft +1H 
3b 29 B-uFAC 258 12 _ 213 31ft 30ft 31ft +1’* 

37 26 BrtftoUSKk SO IS 22 2995 33 JW% 32ft -ft 

54ft 21fa Brytane 1690 531. 51 51 

30 20 1 : Buckeye s?.I0 74 IS 212 28ft 28V % 28ft 4* 

731* w„ BuckTdi £ _ 15 76C9 22 JW* 21V. ♦*» 

39'% 12ft BuckJes - 33 1W 38ft 389* 38ft 

37b 1? BadgdOp „ *J 750 36 34b 35ft 4* 

24'. 10): Bwnavnf 15c 12 _ 290 13 12b 12b -Vi 


20 100 16®. 16b 16ft 
31 7378 38®* 38 38*% -v* 

_ 784 5ft 5 5 +7% 

9 6100 2545 25 25% +4* 

9 «15 SOT* 481* 49b -ft 
11 1055 469% 45b 46% -V* 

_ 25 1828 74% 6*% 6ft -4* 

_ 20 5567 52V* 50 51®%+li* 

_ 21 1102 47ft 46ft 461% '-1 

1 32 23 17 4251 57 56ft 560% ift 

25b 13% Coapw99 XT 43 _ -®0 18% 18ft 18b _ 

289*18 CoopfTr JB IX 15 1710 23ft 23% 23*% +1* 

199% 8!* Casein -71e 5.7 - 1684 I2H 17ft 124* +U 

5ft lfa ComnH - - 300 2T* 24* 2** - 

82ft 46ft CoreSfF 200T IS 20 3604 81b 79% 80® •-Al- 
ii 3t%Cortmonn _ - m 44* 4b 44% +4* 

35ft 26W ComPdt n _ .. 3429 34®% 34fa 34ft 

23®%l»b ComPpn 2.1610J 49 421 71ft 21 21'% -ft 

20 14 CorfWn 120a *J3 _ 1714 IB 17b 17b -ft 

131-5 10ft CamflSnlJUf 82- 523 12“% 174* 12ft _ 
654* 32 Coming In .72 1.9 2110460 3«% 374* 38<% + 

ISV* 13ft CamHY 1X212.1 .. 228-lSV% 144% 151% +*% 

"• ”• _ 112 13n% 13»* 130% 

- 193 TS4* 15V* IT * -ft 
65 4900 390% 384* 399* +ft 
23 765 39 36ft 39 *Zft 
34 475 22ft 72ft 22v*+-V* 

„ 15 2%04 44% J3b 43Sl _ 
33b 24% CbttPr 1X4 4.9 24 m 29ft 2814 29ft +ft 

231% 144* Cow nee - 30 893 20t* 20>* TSPk +V% 

42iV%ia CoxOn - -. 4824 394* 39 39ft +4* 

434* lBfa aoflntfio _ _ 189 400% 40ft 40% +fa 

47b 30ft Crane Co SO 1.1 19 616 45b 44ft 45*% +ft 

Zifa 13ft CiwfdAO 501 2X 19 545 18 17ft 171* -ft 

241*15 Cmfiqjs -42e 25 .. 251 16ft 16b 16b - 

40ft 25ft Cr&PE £ 152 45 27 3850 34 33'/* 33% 

24** 24v% CresfiE pn.69 6.9 - 1279 241+ d24H 241* -ft 
58fti33ft Creslar 1.16 11 20 1284 S5V. E 5SI> -ft 

18ft 13ft CrfkruMal-ttf 95 17 1256 15b 15b 15ft - 

25 12% CnslQilo J9e 2-6 - 403 15 140% 15 +A* 

31V* 18b CmtpKnl X5m 2 25 

280>*I4b CimTbrs J4I 1.1 25 

18ft 13% CresTon I.TSelOJ 14 

20 6fa CimCAutD - 14 

e®% 7ft CrvmAm xo 86 _ — . _ .. , _ 

58ft 43V* CwnCmk 1.00 1.9 25 1780 54V* ST.I 53ft 

54ft 47 ClvnClipflXS 3X _ 261 50 49ft 49ft 

27 20ft CwnPac 2.15 8J 76 394 26% 25®* 20* - 

19 7ft Crvofifc - 27 622 13ft 12ft in -* 

62% 33b cJhtfr 1.00 1 7 21 236 58 571* 57®% ft- 

57 V* 33 CuUgnWlr _ 39 3M9 56®% 56fa 56^, -ft 

22% 16ft Culp Inc .14 J It 231 20>i 207* 20ft +V* 

83 47b Cum Eng MO IX 11 1221 58V* 57ft 58% +ft 

120%1OU Curtnc X5e 64 _ 120 120% 17ft 1204+ft,, 
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Asian Woes 
Dent Japan’s 
Car Exports 

G*+ikd by 0» SuiFnm Dupachri 

TOKYO — Toyota Motor 
Corpus exports fell for the first ££ 
m almost a y«r in January, the 

company sard Friday Jn a cS sign 
that Asian economic turmoil is hurt- 
ing Japan’s automakers, many of 
which are already suffering from a 
domestic sales slump. 

But other Japanese automakers 
reportwl a nse m exports of as much 
as 14.5 percent last month from a 
year earlier, as strong sales in 
Europe and the United States offset 
declines in Asia. 

Toyota, the industry leader, said 
overall exports in January fell 1 9 
PSf®?- from a year earlier to 
129,668 vehicles, marking the first 
decline in 10 months. Its exports to 
Asia fell a steep 42.7 percent from a 
year earlier to 5,884 and to Thailand 
by a precipitous 89.9 percent. 

“The impact of economic woes 
in Southeast Asia is now apparent.” 
a Toyota spokesman said. “We did 
not export a single car to Indonesia 
last month.” 

Toyota said it exported 59,690 
vehicles to the United States, a rise 
of 4.8 percent from the same month 
a year ago, but that sales within 
Japan fell 24.6 percent from a year 
earlier, to 95,430 vehicles. 

Other major Japanese carmakers 
— Nissan Motor Co., Honda Motor 
Co., Mitsubishi Motors Corp. and 
Mazda Motor Coip. — also said 
their exports to Southeast Asia fell 
sharply in January. Mitsubishi Mo- 
tors said it did not export any cars to 
Indonesia, or Thailand in January. 

Mazda, 33.4 percent owned by 
Ford Motor Co., said overall exports 
increased 10.7 percent to 72,634 
vehicles, helping offset a 14.2 per- 
cent drop in domestic sales. 
Mazda’s exports to the United 
States in January jumped 27.2 per- 
cent to 12,222 vehicles. 

Nissan’s overall exports rose 10.7 
percent to 47,851 , though exports to 
the United States fell 20.6 percent 
Mitsubishi Motors said exports rose 
2. 1 percent to 39,045 vehicles. 

While Japan’s auto exports have 
risen for 19 straight mouths, imports 
have been down for 10 months. 

“We’re not trying to push ex- 
ports.” a Honda spokesman said. 
“It’s just that demand is high over- 
seas." (Reuters. Bloomberg) 
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Currency Plan Hits Indonesian Markets 


f «PW hQurSuff P/»« Dt vufr k* 

— The rupiah and the 
stock market slipped Friday on con- 
tusion surrounding a government 
plan to peg ihe shattered Indonesian 
currency to the U.S. dollar. 

The currency-board system has 
dominated talk in financial circles for 
days, but there was no clear indication 
when, or if; it would go ahead. 

“We keep gening these mixed 
signals from government officials," 
the chief researcher at a major West- 
ern corporation here said. “One day 
they’re saying Suharto's keen on it 
and that it will go ahead anytime. 
The next, usually after some strong 
criticism from overseas, they're 
saying Suharto’s reviewing die 


plan, and you start to wonder if he's 
not going to dump it altogether.” 

The dollar rose to 8,900 rupiah 
Friday from 8.750 Thursday, while 
the benchmark stock index dosed at 
495.23 points, down from 496.25. 

President Suharto surprised the 
markets Friday by guaranteeing a 
payout on all legal deposits in 16 
banks liquidated last year. The gov- 
ernment bad previously said it 
would cover up to 20 million rupiah 
($2,285) in each account of the 16 
banks, which amounted to a total of 
1.7 trillion rupiah. 

Analysts saw the move as an at- 
tempt 10 restore confidence in die 
government's ability to handle the 
economic crisis. 


“This is good news, but I think 
we need more to calm people and 
recover confidence in the system,” 
a treasurer with a major bank said. 

Finance Minister Mar'ie 
Muhammad told a parliamentary 
banking committee that the amount 
guaranteed would total 3.1 trillion 
rupiah. He said the government had 
no legal obligation to do so, but it 
was a decision by Mr. Suharto. 

The banks were closed last year 
as part of a reform program for the 
banking sector agreed with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. 

Mr. Mar’ie said the funds would 
come from die central bank because 
the budget could not handle the bur- 
den. The government would reim- 


Citibank Suspends Plan to Buy Thai Bank 


Agenue France-Preue 

BANGKOK — Citibank N A has 
formally suspended ground-break- 
ing moves to take over a crippled 
Thai bank, shortly after the gov- 
ernment seized the bank for failure 
to make a recapitalization payment, 
the Thai bank said Friday. 

Citibank, which announced in 
November that it would buy a 50. 1 
percent stake in First Bangkok 
City Bank PLC, has formally ad- 
vised the bank that it has suspen- 
ded an investigation of the bank 


normally conducted as a prelim- 
inary step to a takeover. 

First Bangkok City’s president, 
Sirivuth Siambhakdee, said Friday 
that Citibank had informed the 
bank in writing that the process, 
known as due diligence, had been 
suspended and that any fimherdue 
diligence “would be pursuant to a 
new contractual agreement.” 

The move puts on hold what was 
to be the first-ever takeover by a 
foreign institution of a Thai bank, 
analysis said. 


The deal was seen as symbol- 
ically important for the troubled 
Thai banking sector, where loon 
quality has deteriorated and in- 
ternational funding has all but 
dried up since the baht was al- 
lowed to float in July. 

The government seized First 
Bangkok City on Feb. 6 after the 
bank missed a deadline for a re- 
capitalization. The bank Fired iis 
president and chairman in Decem- 
ber as pan of a reorganization 
ordered bv the central bank. 


burse the bank over 10 years. 

He said the Finance Ministry and 
the central bank. Bank Indonesia, 
were working on the technical de- 
tails and planned to move quickly on 
reluming the funds to depositors. 

Mr. Muhammad did not back 
away from the currency- board plan 

Friday, fueling speculation it would 
be implemented. 

But he left the time frame open, 
indicating the government might give 
in to demands led by the International 
Monetary Fund that no peg be in- 
troduced for the rime being. 

' * During this process of currency- 
board system preparation, the pres- 
ident is carefully watching devel- 
opments offshore and onshore," 
Mr. Muhammad told a parliamen- 
tary hearing. 

But asalesdirector with a regional 
brokerage noted the more concili- 
atory tone of some officials on the 
peg plan and predicted a softening in 
the government’s stance. 

It could mean an agreement to 
implement the currency-board sys- 
tem in six months or more, a move 
that could be rewarded with the re- 
laxation of some of the painful re- 
forms Indonesia is obliged to carry 
out under the terms of a S40 billion 
bailout deal w ith the IMF. he added. 

“This would maintain a reason- 
able amount of rupiah stability 
ahead of the board,” the sales di- 
rector said. I AFP. Reutcrxi 


Kia’s Chief Threatens to Shut Factory if Unions Strike 


Reuters 

SEOUL — The chairman of Kia 
Motors Coip., Jin Nyum. said Fri- 
day he was trying to rescue the debt- 
ridden company by seeking peace 
with die unions, relief from creditors 
and capital from Ford Motor Co. 

But the former labor minister 
said, “If labor strikes, then ] will 
close the factory, and it will be die 
last day of Kia, not only for labor but 
for management.” . 

Mr. Jin took a tough line on unions, 
as a collective bargaining agreement 
is set to expire at the end of March. 

A new agreement would incor- 
porate the possibility of labor force 
reductions, now that mass layoffs 
are possible under legislation passed 
last week, be said. 

“Management would do hs best to 


avoid layoffs,” he said. 

If labor and management could 
not agree on a new collective bar- 
gaining agreement, he said he would 
ask the unions to accept binding 
arbitration instead. 

Mr. Jin said unions had agreed to 
forego their annual six-month bo- 
nuses. Coupled with the loss of over- 
time, that meant the pay packets of 
Kia workers have been cut in half. 

A new collective bargaining 
agreement is essential to a restruc- 
turing plan that Kia is working out 
with its creditors as it goes into court 
receivership. 

In October, creditors filed for 
court receivership for die embattled 
Kia Group, which also includes 
heavy vehicle maker Asia Motors, 
Kia Steel Co. and Kisan Co. The 


group had amassed about 10 trillion 
won (S5.S5 billion) in debts. 

Bankrupicy proceedings have no) 
slopped the company from making 
and selling cars. On Friday, Kia 
Motors launched three new 4-wheel 
drive models for a total of nine mod- 
els launched since December. 

Its exports in January surged 113 
percent over January 1997 to 24,914 
units, while domestic sales fell 32.7 
percent to 10.530 units. 

Mi.' Jin said the court should be 
able to approve a final court re- 
ceivership plan by the end of April, 
once it gets input from creditors on 
Kia's financial and restructuring 
plans. Both the collective bargain- 
ing agreement and the receivership 
plan have to be in place before Kia 
can recapitalize under new share - 
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holders. Mr. Jin said. 

Mr. Jin declined to give details of 
his negotiations with' Ford, which 
holds a stake in Kia with Mazda 
Motor Corp.. except to say it includes 
joint production and marketing of 
parts and vehicles along with a pos- 
sible capital infusion. 

Samsung Motors Inc., which is 
due to roll out its first passenger cars 
at the end of March, said earlier this 
week it is also talking with Ford 
about a tie-up. 

Chung Mong Kyu, chairman of 
Hyundai Motor Co., expressed con- 
cern about a Kia takeover in a sep- 
arate interview. “We will wait and 
see. But the government should not 
write off the debts of Kia to facilitate 
the takeover deal. That would set a 
bad precedent” 


Very briefly: 

• Singapore Telecommunications Ltd., is in talks to buy at 
least 3U percent of Time Telecommunications ■ Bbd., a 
Malaysian phone company 

• Singapore’s key nonoil exports- dropped 0.5 percent in 
January from a year earlier to 7.32 billion Singapore dollars 
(S4.44 billion ) as the Asian economic slowdown ate into overall 
trade, which declined 7.7 percent to 28.48 billion dollars. 

• John Fairfax Holdings Ltd., an Australian newspaper 
publisher, said its net profit rose 13 percent from a year earlier 
to 53.23 million dollars IS35.3 million.) in the six months ended 
in December. Sales rose 1 1 percent to 567.85 million dollars. 

• Boeing Co. said the Asia-Pacific region would need an 
estimated 4,845 commercial aircraft in the next 20 years, with 
China aloae taking more than 1,900. Boeing said- the new 
planes would be needed io meet rapidly growing traffic 
demands and to replace aging aircraft 

• Nomura Securities Co., Daiwa Securities Co. , Nikko 
Securities Co. , Okasan Securities Co. and Merrill Lynch 
Japan Inc. and four other brokerages operating in Japan are 
seeking to link their systems to major Japanese commercial 
h anks ’ nationwide automatic teller machine networks. 

• SM Summit Holdings Ltd., a Singapore CD-ROM maker, 
plans to sue a group of U.S. computer software makers, 
including Microsoft Corp„ for damages because of an Au- 
gust raid of its headquarters on suspicion of software piracy. 

• International Business Machines Corp. plans to set up a 
wholly owned computer parts-making subsidiary in the south- 
ern city of Shenzhen, China, by the end of February. IBM 
plans a $20 million initial investment in Shenzhen IBM 
Technology Products Co., which would make a hard disk 

drive COmponenL Bloomberg. AFP. Reuters 


Philippine Airlines Is Cutting Back 
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Gxofklrdhv Our tuff FiomDt&etctia 

MANILA — Philippine Airlines Inc. said 
Friday it had reduced flights on international 
routes and delayed airplane purchases from 
Airbus Industrie Inc. ana Boeing Co. to pull out 
of a slump caused by Asia’s currency crisis. 

The jets are pan of a $3.2 billion expansion 
program begun in 1995 by the Philippine flag 
carrier, commonly known as PAL. The carrier 
is seeking to slash its expenses by as much as 
40 percent to stem mounting losses, said 
Jaime Bautista, the airline’s chief financial 
officer. 

Mr. Bautista said the airline would cut jobs 
as part of its cost-cutting measures. PAL has 
not determined how many of its 14,000 em- 
ployees will be let go, he added. 

Airlines throughout the region have fired 
workers and cut spending as weakening cur- 
rencies lead to declining tourist traffic. Last 
month, Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd. of Hong 
Kong eliminated 760 jobs. 

- Airlines also have been catting routes in the 
region. On Friday. Singapore Airlines joined 
the growing list of carriers reducing service. 

* ’The economic downturn in the region has 
made it necessary” for Singapore Airlines to 
cutback its services to three Asian capitals, die 
island republic’s flagship carrier said. The 
airline will trim flights to Jakarta to seven daily 


from eight and to Kuala Lumpur to 10 per day 
from 11, while traffic to Bangkok will be 
moderated by using smaller aircraft. 

PAL has already reduced flights to Europe 
to 12 a week from 15. Flights to Hong Kong 
have beat cut to three a day from the usual 
four, and those to South Korea have been 
reduced to six a week from nine. 

The Philippine carrier reported Thursday 
that losses more than doubled to 2,64 billion 
pesos ($66 million) in the last quarter of 1997. 

The peso's devaluation on July 11 has 
increased die cost of paying for planes and 
servicing foreign debts by more than 50 per- 
cent PAL’s financing charges tripled in the 
three months ended Dec. 31. 

Mr. Bautista said Airbus Industrie, from 
which PAL has bought 20 planes in the past few 
years, has agreed to delay the delivery of three 
jets without penalty. PAL also has requested 
that Boeing postpone delivery of six planes. 

PAL, in a filing with die Philippines' Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission, said it 
had canceled orders for four of Boeing’s 747- 
400 jumbo jets. It is already flying four of the 
$160 million Boeing planes. 

PAL is controlled by the tobacco magnate 
Lucio Tan, who also owns die country’s 
second-largest beer company, Asia Brewery 
Inc. (Bloomberg. AP) 


FEUD: US. Phone Giants Frustrated in Mexico 


Continued from Page 9 

foreign investment in other 
sectors,” said Rizwan Ah, an 
analyst at Bear Steams & Co. 

MCI announced two weeks 
ago it would not go ahead with 
a planned $900 milli on invest- 
ment in new systems here, and 
AT&T officials said they were 
“close” to pulling the plug on 
$250 milli on they have 

icai^^^atiom^Mh have ap- 
pealed to the FCC to block 
Telmex's joint-venture ex- 
pansion into the United States 
with Sprint Corp. unless Tei- 
mex renegotiates its charges 
with MCT and AT&T. 

• On Wednesday, MCI asked 
the .Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative to “imple- 
ment all measures at its dis- 
posaT ' to end Mexico’s “dis- 
criminatory treatment” of 
new phone companies here. 

At issue are a series of fees 
Telmex receives from foreign 
carriers to connect calls to 
Mexico, and from competit- 
ors; that use its ghone net- 
work. TTie charges — a “set- 
tlement fee” of 395 cents per 
minute and an “interconnec- 
tion fee” of about 7.1 cents 
per minute — are among the 
highest in the world andabout 
four times the true cost of (be 
services, analysts say. 

In addition, AT&T and 
. MCI’s Mexican partners pay 
*-58 percent surcharge to Tel- 
mex that was designed to off- 
set losses on local phone ser- 
vice until die company could 
adjust local rates to make it a 
profitable business. Telmex 
remains Mexico’s only local 


phone provider, excluding 
celhiiar phone services. 

Many analysts agree that 
Telmex fees are extremely 
high but said AT&T and MCI 
knew that before entering the 
market With recent local call 
rate increases, Telmex is 
about breaking even os that 
service, and the surcharge 
should be abolished, they 
said. The other rates are 
scheduled to come down, but 
the question is how quickly. 
Telmex is committed to 
lowering the settlement fee to 


19 cents by 2000. 

Telmex and Mexico ’s Fed- 
eral Telecommunications 
Commission — ■ which is 
headed by the former director 
of planning for Telmex — 
deiued that die company re- 
ceives favorable treatment. 

“Mexico went a long way 
to open their market, and Tel- 
mex lost at least 24 percent of 
its market share last year,” 
Mr. Ligouri said. “How 
much do they have to lose 
before it’s considered truly 
competitive?” 


Is the Internet a threat 
or a boon to telephone 
companies? 

Don’t miss the sixth in a senes of 
sponsored pages in the lHT on 
electronic business. 
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“Sensitive And Tender, Funny And Deep, 
The Best Comedy So Fas This Year, 
With a Successful Trio Who Will Make 
You Laugh And Cry. A Golden Role 
For Jack, The Brilliant Chameleon." 

Le Point, Michel Pasou 


P “You're Bound To Rave A Terrific, Touching 
: . Time ! Helen Hunt Is A Revelation." 

Time Magazine, Richard Coruss 

“You'll No Doubt Be Won Over By Melvin." 
Newsweek, DmidAnsen 

tY {WINNER 



7 


BEST PICTURE 

icoMimi 


f ACADEMY AWARD 
NOMINATIONS 

INCLUDING 

BEST PICTURE 
BEST ACTOR, Jack Nicholson 
BEST ACTRESS, Helen Hunt 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR, CRtc Ktnnear 



As Good As It Gets 



Germany, Now Playing - France, February 18 - Spain, February 27 - Great Britain, March 13 
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the Fruits of the Laud in Eastern Europe, England and Asia 


By Barbara Wall 


■.«* 


T77 estem stock markets are trading at or near record highs and their bonds offer 
VV returns that are paltry r by recent standards , while the unsettled situation in 
Asia is making many investors nervous about traditional securities in any of the 


T HE RISKS are formidable and 
the barriers to entry extensive, 

but with land values across , . _ w . „ M w»« v . tW k uitHi iit iiiij w iiit 

mem ti^wL a emer & n 8 Markets, So some intrepid souls are looking to oilier vehicles in their 

P^-V^ ii^ v _“ tors acdvel y investi- quest for double-digit returns. This week , 'The Money Report looks at several ways 
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• nities°in fonner ComnunhtcounEies! 1 " inc ^ ivi ducd investors can play the real estate- markets and hears from Jim 
^ .spedalia Rogers , the investment biker whose strategies have been anything but orthodox. 
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withFPD Savills, an international real 
; estate consultancy in London, receives 
; an average of two inquiries each week 
from private investors who are inter- 
ested in purchasing agricultural land, 
■ primarily in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Poland and Romania. 

“The general consensus is that these 
t markets offer some of the best land- 
f investment opportunities for foreign buy- 
ers ai the present time,” be said.' ‘Land 
values are cheap, operating costs are low 
and the prospects for high income yields 
and capital growth would appear to be 
excellent. There is a limited supply of 

; good quality land for sale, but the buying 
process is considerably less onerous than 
’ in many other countries in the region.” 

- * ‘There is a sense of growing interest 

- in Estonia and Latvia,' ’ he added. * ‘but 
these markets have only just opened to 

; overseas buyers and the investment 
: risks are probably still too high ro war- 
; rant serious investigation.” 

Most of Mr. Bennett’s clients have an 
. agricultural background. Some are 
farmers, while others own businesses 
linked to farming. Mr. Bennett also gets 
• inquiries from private individuals who 
want to diversify their portfolios. 

“It has become very difficult to invest 
jLin agricultural land in Western Europe 
y because of high entry levels, so investors 
; have started to look elsewhere for op- 
: pcfftunities," be said. “Hungary is a pop- 
ular choice because it will be die first of the 
‘ Eastern bloc countries to join the eco- 
nomic union. It has been reported that once 
Hungary becomes a member of the EU, 

; land values could increase fourfold." 

In order to achieve. economies of 
; scale and employ a Western-style man- 
i agement system, it is generally not 
deemed worthwhile to invest in land of 
less than about 2^00 acres (1,000 hec- 
tares). Agricultural-land values across 
Central and Eastern Europe range from 
$150 to $500 an acre, depending on 
1 accessibility, land quality and demand. 
m The annual income from letting land can 
" vary from $12 to $45 an acre. By com- 


parison, in pans of Germany and the 
.Netherlands, agricultural land can cost 
more than $15,000 an acre. 

Individuals can purchase land and 
employ management companies to farm 
the land on their behalf, but most private 
investors are advised to join a con- 
sortium in order to spread the costs. In 
recent years. FPD Savills has helped set 
up a number of consortiums for buying 
and managing land in Hungary and else- 
where. Individual subscription levels 
start at about $75,000. 

For a venture to be worthwhile. Mr. 
Bennett said that investors are generally 
advised to aim for a total annual return 
on a farm's working capital, which in- 
cludes investment in machinery and 
labor, of between 13 to 15 
percent. Although land val- 
ues are increasing by as 
much as 1 3 percent per year 
in some areas. Mr. Bennett 
said that most overseas in- 
vestors are buying land for 
potential operating gains. 

Following the financial 
crisis in Asia and the sharp 
decline in land values there, 
some investors may feel that 
now is a good time to buy in 
the worst-effected areas. Si- 
mon Smith, director of re- 
search for the property con- 
sultancy First Pacific Davies 

Hong Kong Ltd., advised in- 1 

vestors to wait until prices stabilize. 
“The markets have nor yet bottomed 


ALTERNATIVE INVESTING 



al Monetary Fund. Likely contenders in 
this category include Bangkok, the Phil- 
ippines and Malaysia.” 

“Overseas investors are primarily in- 
terested in high-density development 
land, as this is where the investment 
gains are to be had,” Mr. Smith added. 
“Despite the fall in land values 
throughout Southeast Asia, entry levels 
are still high by any investment stan- 
dards. Two parcels of land were recently 
auctioned in Hong Kong for 90 million 
and 11.6 million Hong Kong dollars 
apiece. Although they were considered 
excellent investment oppon unities at 
the lime, few private investors could 
afford the bidding.” 

For those leery of taking outsize in- 
vestment risks, land mar- 
kets in Non hem Europe 
may be of interest. Accord- 
ing ro real estate agents, 
agricultural land in Eng- 
land is in demand because 
of high income yields and 
capital growth opportuni- 
ties. Farm land sells for 
£3,000 ($4,920) to £13,000 
($21,320) an acre in the 
South East and East Anglia, 
both popular farming re- 
gions. If the land has plan** 
ning permission attached, it 
can cost up to£l million an 
acre in areas of high pop- 
ulation density, 
one-third of agricultural 


out. but when they do, investors will 


have to move quickly because it will be 
-in-a-liretime buying opportuni- 


a once-in-a-Iifedme buying opportuai 
ty.” he said “Hong Kong should attract 
a fair amount of interest, given its strong 
financial situation and the fact that it 
remains the only Asian currency to be 
pegged to the U-S. dollar. 

^Tnvestors may also find value in 
countries that are well-positioned to in- 
stitote speedy reforms in the face of 
pressure from the In temation- 


“ Around 

land in England is let to tenant farmers, 
said Steve Mallen, a London-based re- 
searcher for the international property 
consultants Knight Frank & Rutley. 
“The annual income from letting the 
land can be as high as 15 percent of the 
purchase cost, depending on die area of 
the country and the quality of the land. 
However, agricultural land is scarce in 
England and when it does come on to 
the market, the asking price usually pre- 
cludes most private investors.” 

Mr. Mallen said that the majority of 


private clients who purchase land in 
England did so for aspirations! reasons. 

“It is still possible to buy a plot of 
land in an area of high population dens- 
ity and finance the construction of a 
house for less than what it would cost to 
buy standing property ’ he said. “Some 
investors buy more land than they ac- 
tually need and recoup the cost of* their 
initial purchase by selling the excess 
land to a developer." 

Hamptons International in England is 
in the process of selling a large parcel of 
land in Odiham. near London, with plan- 
ning permission for one house. The ask- 
ing price for the 1 17-acre plot is£900,000. 
A spokesman for Hamptons said the cost 
of building a large house on the land 
would be about £600,000. He said that on 
completion, the house and land together 
would sell for at least £2.2 million. 

Private investors can get exposure to 
land investments in Britain without using 
all their capital reserves by buying shares in 
a company that specializes in this activity. 

Lands Improvement Holdings PLC is 
the only listed company in Britain that 
invests solely in agricultural land. The 
company is principally involved in the 
acquisition, management and fanning 
of rural land for long-term investment, 
development or trading. The annual div- 
idend yield on this investment is about 
5.5 percent after taxes. 

Earlier this month, Neill Clerk Capital 
Ltd. said it would be offering investors a 
chance to subscribe to Timber Estates 
PLC. which plans to invest in tree farms. 
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mainly spruce. The company is betting 
irldwi 


that worldwide wood consumption will 
increase 50 percent by 2010. 

For farther information, call: 

• LANDS IMPROVEMENT HOLDINGS PLC Telephone. 44 
171 222 5331. 

• FPD SAVILLS. Telephone. 44 122 334 7000. 

• BUST PACIFIC DIRECT HONG KONG LTDl Tckphone. 
M2 2841 44 1 7. 

• KNIGHT FRANK AND RUTLEY INTERNATIONAL 
PROPERTY CONSULTANTS. Telephone. 44 1716298171. 

• TIMBER ESTATES PLCCaUNefll Clerk Coital at 44 171 

1790 or 44 14| 37220l4.orWiaeSpekrxi44 191 201 3800 
Mnununn lavestmem 15 £ 2 . 000 . 
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Investing by the Bike; 

A Few Acres, Far Afield 

Ji 


~IM ROGERS HAS been a fan of 
pre-emerging markets since he 
founded the Quantum Fund with 
_ George Soros in 1973. He retired 
: :;I ; -j in 1980 at age 37. bur has since worked 

hi'.* “.Mas ar moderator and host of television 
- j r. -... s -5; f slum's, a university professor and a 
columnist. In 1990, he set out on his 


- e mum of the worlds most obscure mar- 

■ Mr. Rogers now thinks that the U S. 
!?/': market is overvalued and that 

5 ; i £’ t '* when the fall occurs, it will drag the rest 
■ T .=: of the worlds equities dawn with it. 

:■ §5'?, Aline Sullivan spoke with him in New 
York, where he lives. 

Q- What advice would you give 
• readers. who are interested in com- 

S',* birring travel with investing? 

■ ? t v A. Instead of spending a few hours by 

Itfae poo! or sightseeing, go take a look at 
i -2 focal stock market The Taj Mahal is 
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For the Risk- Averse, the REIT Way to Real Estate 

Listed Real Estate Investment Trusts Offer Easy Access and a Multitude of Global Opportunities 


By Judith Rebak 


Jim Rogers: Nothing’s too far-flung. 


has probably been matte — the spec- 
tacular 31.06 percent return of the av- 


-j a wonderful thing to see; everyone should 

'i.-rt-QZ see iL But also consider buying some 


P*4k 


tm 







V > 5 .*a'i OUTo;: IOU UdTC uvsu 

- i ‘ 'J s Ameri can investors to diversify out of 

. £ fteUA for years, but there seem to 
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p befe^r places to go. 
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A. That's an in^wttant point I have 

doing tins for a ioug time. For the 

part, markets didn't move togeiher- 
in Tima didn’t care what wasgoing 


S ^ Win Bangladesh; they probably mdn’t 

• fcirrpfr Wtofaww^tonow it ishfflder and harder 

r. V- I’v 10 get away. The next time that thinp go 
f jVfi £;• *iaig in America — and they will go 


hotel, then quit your job at Arthur An- 
dersen or Procter & Gamble and open 
one. If you find a great toothpaste or 
beer, become a merchant. 

Q. If people spot land or even 
shares in a company worth buying in 
a country they are visiting, how 
should they go about investing? 

A. First, develop an historical per- 
spective. Then judge the mood today. 
j5o some political and, more import- 
antly, social analysis. Because people 
get the politicians they deserve. 

Rem emb er, a country that is a basket 
case is often attractive: Investments arc 
to be a war? If so, 
>le,wfcenl 
_P0th 

was pretty nopeuss, that it was not going 
to pull if off. phe Peru IGBVL index has 
soared 75 percent since it was created in 
1992, the year after Mr. Rogers’s visit.] . 

Check out die numbers published by 
the IMF, the OA and &e country's own 
trade missions. But remember that 
countries tend to exaggerate the good 
news. If the Mexican government is 
te lling everyone that inflation is down 
but everyone you meet in the country is 
gaining about rising prices, that 
Jd tell you something- Also, figure 
OU i what makes the country work. No 
matter how much you like Venezuela, 
for example, its market won’t do well it 
the prieeafoil is fulling. OrPabsun, rf 

cotton prices are down. ■ 

If it all looks good, buy the 10 largest 
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back later to buy shares m Sally s Dress 

Shoo or Joe's Liquor. But first go to the 
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.. ji; f .JV'v- \^e3bte, buy a rental property or a 
v you know something about 

an d see a crying need for a 
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Shop or Joe's Liquor. 

Continued on Page 17 


I F YOU ARE considering real es- 
tate os an alternative investment to 
stocks and bonds, there has never 
been a time when the opportunities 
have been more global or more ac- 
cessible to individuals. 

• In the United States, more than 40 
open-end funds invest in listed real es- 
tate investment trusts. These are compa- 
nies that own portfolios of properties 
and pay out 95 percent of their income to 
shareholders, with shares that trade like 
those of regular stocks. By transferring 
almost all of their income directly to 
stockholders, REITs avoid paying cor- 
porate income taxes. - 

Single-shot players can buy individu- 
al REITs specializing in everything 
from luxury hotels to shopping centos 
and golf courses. 

It is possible to invest in real estate 
through listed vehicles outside the 
United Stales. Europe is home to closed- 
end property funds gnd listed individual 
companies; Britain has the most of the 
latter, 1 130, while Scandinavian con- 
cerns are going public for the first 
time. 

In Asia, giant real estate developers, 
especially in Hong Kong, have been the 
engines of booming stock markets, and 
are now the battered victims of the re- 
gion’s financial tumult 
On a global scale, risk depends on 
where a region or country is in the 
property cycle. 

"The u.S. is largely at equilibrium, 
Europe is just entrain g a broad-based 
recovery in asset values, and Asia is in 
the midst of an enormous crisis,” said 
Russell Platt, managing director of 
global real estate for Morgan Stanley 
Asset Management 
For risk-averse investors, the United 
States may be the most comfortable 
destination right now. The easy money 


erage real estate fund in 1996 slipped to 
• * REIT en- 


be said. On Friday, the shares were 
trading at 100 pence ($1.63). 


22.6 percent last year, but 

thus lasts contend that the huge, $120 
billion U.S. market still offers choice, 
attractive yields and a defensive play in 
a high-priced, increasingly volatile 
American stock market. 

Daniel Pine, who manages Alliance 
Capital's $475 million Alliance Real 
Estate Investment Fund, a U.S. open- 
ended mutual food that has an offshore 
version, said he was focusing on 
"value-added” situations. 

For example, he still owns luxury- 
hotel REITs, like the aggressively ac- 
quisitive Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Trust, but he recently purchased Sun- 
stone Hotel Investors Inc., which buys 
nonbranded hotels, refurbishes them 
and repositions them in the market. He 
also owns SL Green Realty Corp., 
which is upgrading its second-tier office 
properties for smaller tenants in Man- 
hattan's robust commercial market. 

But real estate strategists who shop in 
Europe contend that it offers more lu- 
crative opportunities, because it has 
farther to go in recovery from the steep 
downturn of the early 1990s. 

' That is with the possible exception of 

Britain, where the economy is stronger 
than on the continent, sending prices 
soaring for big, well-known companies 
like Land Securities PLC. 

For better value, Mark Thomas, Brit- 
ish property analyst for ABN Amro 
Hoare Govett. favors niche plays like 
TBI PLC, which owns small airports in 
Wales; Belfast, Northern Ireland, and 
Orlando, Florida. Their value is appre- 
ciating as passenger traffic surges, said 
Mr. Thomas, who expects Orlando s 
Stanford Airport to serve I million pas- 
sengers for the year ending next month, 
compared with 750,000 a year ago. 

“TBI is selling for 93 pence right 
now, and I think it's worth 130 pence.’ * 


Morgan Stanley, which launched the 
f shore Morgan St 


offshore Morgan Stanley SICAV Euro- 
pean Property Fund on Sept. 1 , is comb- 
ing the wreckage of real estate collapses 
in Norway and Sweden in the early 
1990s. 

“A lot of assets ended up with the 
banks, and they have spun them off into' 
listed companies," said Mr. Platt 
“They’re not unlike REITs, and they’re 
trading at 20 to 30 percent discounts to 
their underlying property value." 

Among his top picks are Piren AB, a 
Swedish shopping-center specialist that 
follows the strategies of its most suc- 
cessful American counterparts. 

Europe is also the base for die grand- 
daddy of closed-end property funds, the 
$S billion Rodamco NV fund run by 
Robeco Group, the Dutch money man- 
ager. Rodamco’s stock price was hit by 
the problems last year in Asia, but 
Hernia Boom-Conradi, an analyst at die 
Amsterdam investment house MeesPi- 
erson NV, is expecting a recovery. 

Rodamco’s dividend last year was 
2.88 guilders ($1.40), giving its stock a 
yield of just 5 percent at a time when 
other shares on the Amsterdam ex- 
change are returning as much as 8 per- 
cent, she said. But when the next div- 
idend is declared this summer, she said 
she expected it to be about 3.40 guilders, 
and that improvement is not yet re- 
flected in the stock price. 

Although only about 7 percent of 
Rodamco’s assets are in Asia, the market 
turmoil that began there last summer has 
scared off investors, she said. But the 
company has undertaken an aggressive 
strategy recently, taking money out of its 
large cash reserves and investing it in 
higher-yielding real estate. The company 
has also slashed its holding periods for 
some properties by up to 25 percent. 

As a result, Rodamco’s earnings 
should be up roughly 20 percent for its 


1997-98 financial year, and 10 percent 
more in the year that ends in February 
1999. 

“Their earnings from direct invest- 
ment were rising only about 3 percent a 
year in the past, so that’s a big change,’ ’ 
She said. Nor is the fund retreating from 
Asia, where it plans to have a 25 percent 
stake eventually. “But they’re not op- 
portunists," she said. 

Indeed, the vultures are circling 
Asia's bombed-out real estate stocks, 
bottom-fishing for extraordinary bar- 
gains — if they can withstand any com- 
ing perils. Attention is riveted on Hong 
Kong, where once-high-flying shares 
have plummeted to less than half tbeir 
highs. Even after a brief rally last week, 
the Hang Seng Property. Index was still 
down 54 percent from the first week in 
AugUSL 

Not surprisingly, fund managers are 
cautious about their Asia strategies. 

“The real estate market in Hong 
Kong is going to change from a high- 
margin, low-volume market to a high- 
volume, low-margin game," said Jef- 
frey Everett, manager of the Templeton 
Global Real Estate fond. 

The fat 50 percent to 60 percent mar- 
gins enjoyed by local developers will 
shrink, he said. His prediction is un- 
derscored by news that Sun Hung Kai 
Properties Ltd., the biggest developer, 
has already slashed apartment prices by 
30 percent 

Understandably, Mr. Everett is stick- 
ing with the most solid names, including 
Cheung Kong Holdings Ltd., Hong 
Kong’s second-largest property com- 
pany, which he said was equipped fi- 
nancially and management-wise to 
weather the inevitable storms ahead. 

An award for courage might go to 
Morgan Stanley, which launched its off- 
shore Morgan Stanley SICAV Asian 
Property Fund on Sept 1 , tire same day 
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Bank Shot: A Closed-End Fund That Plumbs the Hot U.S, Finance Industry 


N 


ever 


p„r, H 9 T?^ RD L of ^si Financial 

SU?. ? ver ^ 


i™. 22 l S , ._ l L ^ outperformed every 


ff you had put S10.000 into First Financial 
which is a closed-end fund, in 1988 and kepi 

?iosnm g ? e i vidends » y° u would have 
H 5 O.UU 0 today. The same monev in the S&P 
would have grown to only $5 1,000. 


companies and lenders of all sons. Six of the top 
10 mutual funds over the past five years, ac- 
cording to Value Line, are specialists in fi- 
nancial services, three in technology and one in 
energy. Over the past 1 0 years, the top five funds 
are all financial. 

The big question, of course, is whither you 
are too late to join in all the fun. 

The truth is, I do not know. But con- 

sider this: I mentioned First Financial to 
readers in 1995, a year in which it was 


booming economy, which boosts the demand 
for credit; cost-cutting and better management 
through technology, and deregulation, both here 
and throughout the world. 

Will those trends continue? You will have to 
answer that one yourself. 


slight variation. Still, it has been encouraging to based in Irvine, California, also trades at a P/E of 
see that U.S. banks are less exposed to losses in 9. based on prospective earnings for this year. 
.Asia than their Japanese and European rivals. Firstplus Financial Group Inc. ol Dallas 
Mv own conclusion is that well-chosen fin- makes consumer finance loans and then pack- 
ancials sod offer remarkable opportunities — if ages them as securities and sells them lo in- 
you know where to look. A good way to begin is vestors. Its P/E. basal on 1 998 estimates, is just 


Certainly, the big banks and brokerages are by cribbing from First Financial's own port- 7, according to Bloomberg News. Doral Ft 

.a. i i - f.i:. j -i - r* ■ A Dn^rtA Dinar 


unlikely to enjoy the huge run-ups we have seen 


JAMES CLASSMAN ON INVESTING 


v -t. , returning 63 percent to its shareholders. Was it 

• manager Nichoh* AHirlTSh 1 ? 0 C jj*P lctm 8 by too high thenfwell. in the past two years, it is up 
i- Ato : wh u fmbeennjnnuj 8 another 121 percent, 
the fund fori ^ years, starting three years after he rru - — - 

graduated from Princeton, and 2 } a concentration 
m the hottest sector of the decade. 

Thai sector is denoted in First Financial's 
moniker. The go-go niche of the 1990s is not 
computers or biotechnology or even consumer 
produ ‘ ' ' ' 


iucis. but banks, brokerage firms, insurance 


This is not meant to be a paean to Firs! 
Financial, but an encouragement lo look care- 
fully at banks, insurers and financial firms in 
general. Four trends have been helping these 
companies: falling interest rates, which lower 
the cost of the money they sell; consolidations, 
that is. mergers that make firms more efficient: a 


since 1990, when they were fiat on their backs. 
Citicorp, for example, has soared from S 1 1 eight 
years ago io SI 28 today; Wells Fargo & Co., 
from $44 to $313; Merrill Lynch & Co., from $4 
(accounting for splits) to $ 68 . 

In the writer Janies Cram’s famous formu- 
lation. while scientific knowledge is cumulat- 
ive, financial knowledge tends to be cyclical. In 
other words, bankers forget what they learned in 
the last debacle. They repeat history, with only 


folio. You'll find only a few banks, and they are 
hm not exactly household names: Long Is- 
land Bancorp, People’s Bank Bridgeport 

(Connecticut) and tiny Mid Continent 

Bancs hares Inc. of Kansas. It is difficult to 


rnciai carp, is a Tasi-growing rueno mean 
rnpany. Then there’s Ugly Duckling Corp.. a 
ed-car and finance company based in Phoenix 


analyze individual banks like these, but, lately, 
almost any well-priced bank in a decent market 
is a candidate for takeover. 

More interesting are such large holdings as 
Imperial Credit Industries Inc., in Torrance, Cali- 
fornia. which has been expanding from its mort- 
gage-lending base and trades at a price-io-eam- 
tngs ratio of just 9 — or less than half the average 
for an S&P stock. Westcorp, a similar company. 


nancial Coy. is a fast-growing Puerto Rican 
comt 
use 

with a 1998 P/E of 6 . 

Some of these stocks seem risky. In recent 
months, investors have become worried that 
American consumers are overextended and 
can’t pay back the loans, credit-card and oth- 
erwise, "that aggressive ’ - J - 1 ' 

upon them. 
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Through a U.S. Loophole, Investors Everywhere Have a Shot at Tax-Lien Deals 


By Andrew Blum 


T IRED OF THOSE major swings 
in the world's stock markets? 
Want to profit from a tax bill 
rather than pay one? 

If so, tax-lien investing may be a way 
to go. While apparently an oddity of the 
American real estate, legal and tax sys- 
tems, the liens can be purchased from 
outside of the United States through spe- 
cialized brokers or directly by investors 
who know what they are doing. Investors 
who do not know what they are doing can 
end up owning proverbial swamp land. 

Tax-lien certificates are similar to asset- 
backed securities created from credii-cani 
debts. A local government that is owed 
taxes can transfer die right to collect those 
taxes to private investors, who pay less 
than the face value of the lien. 

In many cases, the liens accrue in- 
terest as well and they are usually senior 
to bank debt on the properties'. Even- 
tually, if the taxpayer does not make 
good on the debt, the owner of the lien 


can end up owning the property. 

Liens have become a big business in 
the United States, where 90 percent of 
local municipal revenue comes from 
property taxes. When taxes are delin- 
quent — as they often are — there can be 
revenue shortfalls, investors buving the 
liens help fund those budger gaps. 

Depending on the situation, such 
properties with liens could range from 
homes to gas stations to movie theaters. 

About 30 states in the United Slates 
allow tax-lien investing and legislation is 
pending in others. While estimates of pro- 
jected return on the lien investments vary, 
interest rates on the certificates range from 
0 percent in Minnesota to 50 percent in 
Delaware, Michigan, New Jersey and 
Texas, according to William Tingle, a 
California real estate agent who runs the 
Tax Lien Investment Resource Center. 

Residency in the United States is not a 
requirement to buy a lien. Dan Plan, 
founder of United Capital Management in 
Port Charlotte. Florida, said he has dealt 
with people in the U.S. military and is 
currently working with a German investor 


who wants to buy lax liens in Florida. 

The strategy is like buying slocks, he 
said, but you have to know real estate and 
the local area, investors like the German 
client made the decision. Mr. Plait said, 
“based on the services of our firm and 
the ability to work with our firm." 

In a recent deal. Mr. Plan said he sold 
a $29,000 portfolio that includes 102 tax 
Hen certificates on 102 individual prop- 
erties with an average life of three years. 
The buyer makes money from accrued 
interest and penalties levied on the de- 
linquent owners. 

Mr. Plait might buy the liens from 
someone else who bought them from the 
government. 

In the case of the $29,000 portfolio 
sold by Mr. Piatt, those liens had an 
actual value of $34,000, but he paid only 
$27,000. 

Mr. Platt said investors should un- 
derstand that (his is no sure thing. 

While some of his clients have had 
returns in excess of 20 percent a year, 
that is not always the case. 

“I tell people 10 percent to 15 percent 


per year.” he said. 

United Capital offers an analysis of 
liens showing number of delinquent tax 
years, the age of the lien cenificare and 
details on the land used to 
secure the lien. It also man- 
ages the tax -deed-foreclos- 
ure process in cases of liens 
that go unpaid. 

Others buy big chunks of 
liens and then manage them. 

One of those is Capital As- 
set Research Corp. of West 
Palm Beach, Florida, which 
in recent years has purchased 
$1.25 billion worth of tax 
liens from local govern- 
ments, including those in the 
Atlanta, Miami, New York 
and Pittsburgh areas. 

Dan McGilvery, vice 
president of marketing, said 
it was unreasonable to ex 
returns of 20 percent to be 


ALTERNATIVE INVESTING 
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:t ■ annual 
le norm. 

“That happens, but it’s fairly rare,” 
he said. 

As with other real estate investments. 


Mr. McGilvery said, knowing about the 
location is the key. That land of ex- 
pertise is being marketed by Vince 
Hamm, general manager of Kaim Chigh 
LLC, which is setting up 
limited partnerships around 
Golden, Colorado, to do 
tax-lien investing. 

“You need to do re- 
search.’’ Mr. Hamm said. 
“That’s something I’ve 
talked to people abouL Iowa 
has rates of return of 25 
percent and 30 percent, but 
what are you buying?” 

To really know, an in- 
vestor might have to go 
spend time there. In his 
company's case. Mr. 
Hamm said, the research 
ppfpgpup * has been done, zeroing in on 

high rates of returns on liens 
that are expected to last longer than 
average. He said he was shooting for 
$30,000 in funding but if he could get 
S 200.000 ro invest, that would reduce 
the risk. 


As for returns, he estimated that in- 
dividual investors with, say. SI 0 . 000 . 
might get a return of 1 1 percent per year 
over three years. Bur doing it via limited 
partnerships, with local research done on 
the 4,000 area liens, mighi add another 2 
percent per year, he said. 

“The real payoff is if you get pos- 
session of the property." Mr. Hamm 
said. “Then rates go up to 50 percent. 

Owning carries risks, however, es- 
pecially if you buy off a public list 
without good research. 

“There could be hazardous material 
on the property.’* Mr. Hamnt said. “If 
you take possession, you are responsible 
for clean-up." 


For further information, contort; 


•CAPITAL ASSET RESEARCH COP P T«l7{*.>nc I Mu'.’' 
03X*. of. tWM/tr in the L'mlrJ SlUr. I .’O^i 

• KAlM CHIGH LLC Trlcph.nr. I MO 171 i:R».n uJI-licr 
U) the Veiled S1410. I S*-S >73 NaH. W.h Mir 
<4hti Lumchigh ermi 

• UNITED CAPITAL MANAGEMENT Takpbunc- 1 ‘>4 1 2SS 
Wl I. Wch ule. u (c.uf.itNli/iip 

• TAX LIEN 1SV ESTMENT RFSOl'RCT CENTER Wrt* -.lie 

«»AX]iu]iiytn(ifUpeA*ninAJXlirns F-nuil 

VTinglr74 j.« 1 coni Ml Hnple MA <mirur> mihe I -micJ 
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Taking the Back Roads to a ‘Tidy’ Portfolio 


Continued from Page 1$ 


largest bank or broker, be- 
cause that will be the one the 
government doesn't let go 
broke. Even if you don’t buy 
on that trip, you will have a 
relationship with the banker 
or broker and be able to send 
money later. 

Q. Why not buy through 
a fund manager? 

A. The best places to invest 
are those where there are no 
filnds. Also, no fund manager 


is going to buy 10 acres near 
the airport for you. 

Q. Many prospective in- 
vestors may be put off by a 
lot of bureaucracy. Or they 
may lose confidence if 
bankers seem confused by 
the presence of foreigners. 

A. The dimmer the banker 


is, the better. That way you 
[for- 


know you are the first 
eign investor]. Remember, 
these people haven't seen the 
planeloads of Wharton . 
MBAs yet When the country 


starts to become the flavor of 
the month, get ready ro sell.’ 

Q. So you aren’t bothered 
if the local bankers treat you 
as if you are from Mars?' 

A. I would have been re- 
ceived better in a lot of places 
if I had been from Mars, in- 
stead of a motorcyclist wear- 
ing boots and a helmet. In 
Ecuador, they thought I was a 
drug smuggler. It takes per- 
severence. Zimbabwe didn’t 
let me invest when I first went 
there, but I came back a year 


REITs as Easy- Access Global Plays 


later and was the first foreign 
investor, on June 22, 1 993. It 
doesn't always work, of 
course. In Bolivia, they took 
my money and never gave it 
back. 

Q. Experiences like that 
may discourage investors 
who haven’t run the 
Quantum Fund. 

A- I always sian small 
when 1 first go to these coun- 
tries, say $5,000 or so, be- 
cause something will go 
wrong. It may be something 
little, like money being de- 
posited in the wrong account. 


or it may be something big, 
decide 
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as its European sibling.lt was down 28.41 


ropean — — 0 — - 

percent as of last week. The decline, however, 
was all last year, the fund has been stable so 
far in 1998. 

“The challenge is to think about- asset 
values in a dynamic market,” said an un- 
daunted Mr. Platt. “Shares may be at deep 
discounts to last year's values, but what about 
next year? It’s not for the faint of heart. 

The $22 million fund has found some 
refuge in a 15 percent stake in Australia, and 
in Japan, where it owns Mitsui Fudosan Co. 
and Sumitomo Realty & Development Co. 


The developer has announced that its 
800.000-square-foot (74,320-sq nare-mcter) 
office project is 90 percent leased. 

Despite the perils, these investors and many 
others have no intentions of abandoning 
Asia's tumultuous real estate market 
“But the process of stabilization may take a 
couple of years, or as long as five years, so 
there’s plenty of time to buy there,” Mr. Platt 
said. 


like [local bankers] 
foreign investment is illegal. I 
add more when the system is 
in place. 

For further information: 


"InveiJmeni BtLer. On ihe Rood *nh Jhii Ro 
jera." by Jon Roper> [Random Home. Wi 


Now, Rich Plays for the Not- So Rich 


By Aline Sullivan 


L 


EAVJNG WALL Street is a bit 
like scrambling into a lifeboat 


to escape the sinking Titanic: 


The rich go first. 

Leveraged buy-outs. hedging 
products and distressed real estate 
deals largely remain the provenance of 
the super rich. Most venture-capital 
opportunities are closed to all but a few 
pampered private banking clients: 
those who are perceived as having 
enough money to absorb the risk and to 
justify the specialized research and 
complicated transactions involved. 

The doors to this privileged world 
may be edging open, however. A few 
professional investors are lending an ear 
to the cries of the retail masses for more 
sophisticated investment strategies than 
are offered by mutual funds. But they 


sull want pleniy of money: not much is 
available for less than $100,000. But 
those with at least that sum may be able 
to do more than they realize. 

Imperial Capital, a brokerage in 
Beverly Hills, California, allows in- 
dividuals access to private deals 
through brokerage accounts, managed 
accounts or a fund. Private clients, who 
need about $250,000 to access most of 
the firm's resources but can get started 
with less than half that, account for 
about 60 percent of the total. 

“We combined our high-net-worth, 
individual-client business with our in- 
stitutional work.” said Randall Woost- 
er, one of the company’s two pres- 
idents. “That way our private clients 
get the same high-qualiiy research and 
execution services.” 

About 60 percent of the Imperial 
Capital fund’s $20 million is allocated 
to high-yield bonds, including dis- 


tressed issues. An additional 10 per- 
cent is invested in dollar-denominated 
debt in Latin America and the re- 
mainder in what managers regard as 
“special-situation” equities. Recently, 
these have included Anacomp, Bally 
Total Fitness, Earth grains and JPS 
Textiles. The fund has generated an 
average annual return of 19 percent 
over the pasr three years. 

Investors straddling the gap between 
the rich and the rest should look first to 


their own banks. Increasingly, big banks 
ividualclit 


are receptive to individual client demands 
for diversification. It takes S 100.000 to 
participate offshore in Chase Manhat- 
tan’s Nassau-based Multi-Strategy Fund. 
(U.S. investors have to raise $5 million 
for the on-shore version >. 


For further information, contact: 

• CHASE MANHATTAN PRO ATT BANK frlcpbonr I 
2I-27DBUO 

• IMPERIAL CAPITAL Trlqihnne. I *10 V7fiCi- f.,\ I 

3I0 2 J 6 1194 


For further information, call: 


“We believe cbere is some potential upside 
'hich have been 


• ALLIANCE REAL ESTATE FUND. Ofltfam iavmm «hnuld can 
M2 227723: American invettort ow cal! 1 201 J19 40U0, or. mU-frcc m 
the Unheal State*. 1 800 2i7 4 154. 

• MORGAN STANLEY SICA V EUROPEAN PROPERTY FUND Md 
MORGAN STANLEY SICA V ASIAN PROPERTY-FUND. Call 44 I7i 
421 8761 The fond* are not available io U.S. JcddcMfc 


tn those two companies, w 
under pressure for nearly eight years now, 
Mr. Platt said. 

Direct property yields in Japan are roughly 
6 percent to 7 percent, while borrowing costs 
are below 2 percent, which he noted was “a 
nice return on equity.” 

In Southeast Asia, the fund is socking with 
“safe blue-chips” like City Developments 
Ltd., Singapore's biggest property stock. 


Where to find the investments: 

• THE VS. REITS SI Greet i (acker symbol 5LG). SiamraaJ iHCTt ml 
Sunstone Howl In«eOon (SSI) uwfc on Ihe New Yoric Slock. Exchange. 

• CHEUNG KONG u hswd in Hong Rung (I ■ ant there is as un- 
afxxno'cd American deprauo} wreipi fCHEUYl available over ihe 
counter bi ibe Untied Slaw*. 

• CrTY DEVELOPMENTS in Singapore iC!T> and h«* an ADR 

tn ihcl'nued Suue* (CDEVY i. 

• PIREN AB (FIRE) U fated co the Stockholm Stock Exhange. 

• RODAMCO is listed io Anutenbm 1 RDMC 1 and also trades In 
BruuciaiROMO and Frankftm (RDCl. 

• TBi CTBti i* fatted on the Lmloa Slock Eartuopc. 



Red and White 
In the Black 


Emerging-market in- 

vestors tend to focus on plays 
like telephone companies, 
ut ili ties and banks. But they 
may have been missing out on 
an unusual investment and 
some surprisingly good, rea- 

1 . 1 .. unnM m 


Toro. The winemaker exports 
60 percent of its producoon. 

Mr. Hoskins approves of 
Concha y Toro’s plans to build 
export s^Ies in Europe and die 
United States, and focus on its 
more profitable high-end wines. 
He estimated the strategy would 
produce an 18 percent annual 


increase in sales through the 
next five years. 

Undeterred by recent re- 
ports that a fungus had at- 
tacked Chilean vineyards . his 
target is $39 a share over the 
next 12 months. The shares 
were trading at about $29 on 
Friday. (1HT) 
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, ^ v~acha y Toro S-A.. a 
success story from Chile. 

! Among Concha y Toro en- 
thusiasts is Donald Hoskins, 
portfolio manager for u.a. 
Trust Corp.'s Excelsior Lann 
•America rural in New York. 
Ml Hoskins recently bougfu 
the stock, which is tod in 
Santiago and New - York, as it 
wasrebounding from a histor- 
Kallow of $22 in December. 

. The siock price was hit by a 
steep sell-off m the Chilean 
stock market, brought on by 
the financial crisis in Asia and 
a weakening peso* 
Hoskins said. , 

“But what people missed 
was that Concha y Toro s dy- 
namics were comply “J" 
ferenC’ he said. “They have 
been beneficiaries of tne 
weaker peso because their 
costs are in pesos and their 
export revenues are in a01_ 
Ian.” . 

Chilean wine 
leaped 42.2 percent, to SjS2.z 
million, in the first 1 1 months 
of 1997, led by Concha y 
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Jean Weibel has been a member of the Bank Hofmann team for 27 years and thus stands for continuity - 
one of the assets of our Private Bank. As a thoroughly committed Investment Adviser, 
he has earned an excellent reputation among our clients. Over time, he has become 
a genuine partner and friend to many of them. Every member of our bank reflects the 
entire organisation. Each individual demonstrates total commitment towards our 
clienls’ best interests. Whether It’s behind the scenes or face-to-face. 


BANK HOFMANN 


Bank Hofmann AG 
Talstrasse 27 

CH-S022 Zurich /Switzerland 
Telephone +41 1217 51 II 
Telefax +41 1 211 73 68 


Office in Geneva 
Representative Offices in 
Buenos Aires and Montevideo 


a CREDIT suiSS&GRPUi' company 
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World Roundup 


.Congo Advances 


soccer The new Democratic 
Republic of Congo continued its 
giant-killing run at the African Na- 
tions’ Cup finals on Friday despite 


^having two players sent off. 
Mbuilua Tondeiua score 


' Mbuilua Tondeiua scored after 
“ 30 minutes as Congo beat Cam- 
eroon, 1-0, in a quarterfinal in 
- Bobo-Diou lasso. Burkina Faso. 
'Defenders Esele Bakasu and 
■ M undab a Kisombe were dismissed 
1 in the second half and will be sus- 
pended for the semifinal. 

' • Juventus stumbled to its first 

home defeat of the season on 
’ Thursday when it lost 1-0 to by 
Lazio in the Italian Cup. Aleu Bok- 
_sic. who left Juventus for Lazio 
after last season, scored the goal. 

• George Male, a member of the 
' great Arsenal team of the 1930s, 
has died at 87. Male was in the 
_ Arsenal team that won the 1936 
F.A. Cup and the League in 1933, 
; 1 934, 1 935 and 1938. He played for 
' England 19 times. ( Reuters ) 


Bulls Romp 
In Toronto 
As Pippen 
Stays Put 


The Associated Press 

Scottie Pippen shook loose for three 
3-pointers in die first six minutes and 
gave the Chicago Bulls an early lead 
they never lost in a 123-86 romp over 
the Toronto Raptors. 

The game Thursday night started 
shortly after the.NBA’s trading deadline 
had passed. Pippen has talked a lot this 
season about wanting to change teams. 


NBA Roundup 


Graf’s Double Setback 


tennis Steffi Graf’s comeback 
faltered again Friday when she and 
_ Barbara Rittner lost, 4-6. 6-2. 6-2, 
to top seeds Jana Novotna and 
Manon BoUegraf in the quarter- 
; finals of the doubles at the Hanover 
grand prix. 

Graf, who lost to Sabine Ap- 
pelmans in the singles, has been 
„ playing her first tournament since 
July 1997. Graf said she planned to 

* play next in a tournament begin- 
' ning March 5 in Indian Wells, Cali- 
fornia, and then at an event in Key 
Biscayne, Florida. 

“But I don’t have a clue what I’ll 
. do after that.” she said. “After that 
will depend on how ] am feeling.” 

In the singles, the top seed No- 

* votna cruised into the semifinals 
with a 6-1 7-5 victory over Lisa 
Raymond. Unseeded Anna Kur- 
nikova beat Anke Huber, seeded 

* four, 6-4 3-6 6-4. ( Reuters ) 


but the only deal the Bulls made during 
the day involved sending Jason CafFey 
to Golden State. 

Pippen, who scored 22 points, said 
that as the deadline approached, “I 
figured there was no possibility of my 
being traded.” 

Michael Jordan scored 16 points and 
Dennis Rodman had 19 rebounds for 
visiting Chicago. None of the Bulls' 
starters played in the fourth quarter. 

Laksrs 131, Nuggets 92 The LOS 

Angeles Lakers ended their longest los- 
ing streak of the season at three as Rick 
Fox scored 22 points and Kobe Bryant 
had 21. 

Shaquiile O'Neal added 19 points 
and 11 rebounds as host Los Angeles 
beat Denver for the seventh consecutive 
time. The 5-47 Nuggets lost their fifth in 
a row. LaPhonso Ellis and Johnny New- 
man scored 19 points for Denver. 

Hut 89, ct yp ars so Alonzo Mourn- 
ing scored 28 points and PJ. Brown had 
a career-high 20 rebounds as Miami 
beat the Clippers in Anaheim. 

Earlier in the day, the teams made a 
trade in which the Heat sent, the center 
•Isaac Austin, the rookie guard Charles 
Smith and a 1998 first-round draft 
choice to Los Angeles for Brent Barry. 
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By Steve Popper 

Kinr York Tones Service 




EAST RUTHERFORD,- New Jersey 
— John Calipari was ready to call ft a 
ni ght, content to let die National Bas- 
ketball Association trading deadline 
pass without making a mo ve. Then the 
phone rang at 5:15 Thursday evening. 
On die other end was the Nets’ general 
manager, John Nash, reporting an offer 
that caused Calipari, die team’s coach, 
to take off his coarand settle down for a 
long night. 

By 5:45 P.M_ 15 minutes before die 
deadline, the Nets and die Oriando Ma- 
gic were b eginning a conference call 
that would last far nearly two hours. 
When it was over, the Nets had com- 
pleted a deal that not only strengthened 
their roster for a playoff run this season, 
bnt also cleared the organization of Two 


Vlnr* 

Detroit’s Grant HiU holding the ball away from Houston’s Matt Maloney. 


Bearcats’ Patterson Turns Grief 
Into the Best Game of His Career 


England Approves Italy 


None of those players suited up for the 
game, and both teams had just nine 


RUGBY UNION The English 
Rugby Football Union gave the fi- 
nal go-ahead on Friday for Italy to 
; join what will be know as the Six 
Nations Championship from the 
I ; 1 999/2000 season. t Reuters) 


Tyrrell Quits His Team 


FORMULA ONE Ken Tyrrell 
l resigned from his own Formula 
.One team Friday after a dispute 
‘ with its new owners, British Amer- 
ican Racing. Tyrrell, 73, was un- 
derstood to be unhappy with BAR’s 
■ choice of Brazilian driver Ricardo 
RosseL (Reuters) 


Australians Test Positive 


. drugs Seven Australian sports- 
' men tested positive for steroids in 
’ the last three months of 1997, the 
Australian Sports Drugs Agency 
"said Friday. Weigh tlifters and 
bobsleighers each accounted for 
‘ three positive tests while the sev- 
enth was a rugby league player. 
None had competed at international 


- level. 


(Reuters) 


game, and both teams had just nine 
players in uniform. 

Pac*rs 82 , 76ms 77 Reggie Miller 
keyed a third-quarter run as Indiana sent 
Philadelphia to its eighth straight loss on 
the road. 

Joe Smith, who traveled all night to 
join the 76ers after being traded by 
Golden State on Wednesday, missed his 
first six shots in bis debut He finished 
with seven points. 

Spurs 87, Mavericks 81 Tim Duncan 
had 26 points and 16 rebounds as San 
Antonio defeated Dallas for the seventh 
time in a row. 

The host Mavericks were ahead, 56- 
46, midway through the third quarter 
before the Spurs reeled off an 18-1 run. 
Duncan led the way in the absence of 
David Robinson, who has missed two 
games because of an inflamed right 
knee. Robinson’s condition was to be 
re-evaluaied Friday. 

Rockets 100, Pistons 90 Clyde 
Drexler scored 29 points and helped 
host Houston pull away from Detroit in 
the fourth quarter. Drexler led a 10-2 run 
after the Pistons pulled within 72-69. 
Charles Barkley had 14 points and 14 
rebounds for the Rockets, while Joe 
Dumars scored 19 for Detroit 

An official, Scott Wall, sustained a 
concussion during warmups when he was 
hit by a male dancer doing backflips. 


The Associated Press 

Ruben Patterson rumed tragedy into 
an inspiring tribute as he led the No. 17 
Cincinnati Bearcats to victory. 

Hours after learning that his mother, 
Charlene, had died of a heart attack. 
Patterson scored 32 points in a 93-76 
victory over Alabama-Birmingham. 

The points were the most Patterson 
had ever scored at Cincinnati. He had 19 
in the first half, when he hit three 3- 
pointers — pointing skyward after each 




one. ‘ T was crying all day. but I decided 
I was going to do it for my mom,’’ 
Patterson said. "I put it behind me and 
played the game." 

The Cincinnati coach, Bobby Hug- 
gins, said it was a long day for Patterson, 
who has been the Bearcats’ leading 
scorer in the past 1 1 games. Patterson 
finished 12-of-2I from the floor and 5- 
for-7 at the foul line to lead Cincinnati 
(20-5. 1 1-2) into a first-place tie with 
UNC-Charlotte in the Conference USA 
American Division. 

“ We weren’t expecting that out of 
him,” the Alabama-Birraingbam 
coach, Murray Bartow, said after the 
game on Thursday. “He was obviously 
playing on an emotional high. ’ * 

No. 3 Arizona 71, Oregon SL 70 Miles 

Simon rebounded a missed free throw 
and ran down the court for a jump shot at 
the buzzer as Arizona avoided an upset at 
Oregon State. The victory-was the 16th 
straight for the Wildcats (23-3, 12-10 
Pac- 10). who also won their 17th straight 
against the Beavers (12-14. 2-12). 


No. 10 Stamford 93, Washington 70 

Kris Weems scored 32 points as Stan- 
ford fell behind momentarily before 
surging ahead for a lopsided win, snap- 
ping a two-game losing streak at home. 
Mark Madsen grabbed 1 1 rebounds for 
the Cardinal (22-3, 11-2). 

No 11 New Mexico 95, Ttaxas-B Ran 
71 Kenny Thomas had a career-high 31 
points and Royce Olney tied a school 
record with eight 3-pointers as New 
Mexico won its eighth straight game and 
extended the nation's second-longest 
home winning streak to 41 games. 

Wake Forest 83, No. 2S Maryland 79 

Robert O’Kelley scored a career-high 
31 points and Wake Forest held off a 
last-minute rally to win at Maryland. 

Trailing by as much as 19 points in 
the second half, the Terrapins outscored 
Wake Forest, 10-1, in an 18-second 
span to close to 80-77 with 34 seconds 
left But Niki Arinze made three free 
throws in the final seconds to seal the 
victory for Wake Forest (13-1 1, 5-8). 


The Nets acquired the center Rony 
Seikaly from the Magic, along with the 
second-year forward Brian Evans, for 
David Benoit, Kevin Edwards, Ylnka 
Dare and their 1998 first-round draft 
pick. 

The Nets were not the only ones 
squeezing the limits of die deadline. The. 
Knicks made a last-minute deal with 
Philadelphia, obtaining Terry Cum- 
mings for Herb Williams and Ronnie 
Grandison. The Miami Heat sent Isaac 
Austin, winner of last season’s most- 
improved-player award, to the Los 
Angeles Clippers for Brent Barry. In 
addition, the Clippers got the rookie 
guard Charles Smith and a 1998 first- 
Tonnd draft' pick. 

The Chicago Bulls traded forward 
Jason Caffey, who wanted more playing 
time, to the Golden-State Warriors for 
the forward-center David Vaughn and 
second-round draft selections in 1998 
and 2000. 

For the Nets, this deal began taking 
shape Wednesday evening, when Nash 
sal home channel-surfing. Switching 
from the Nets' loss at Atlanta, he 
watched Orlando’s game against Min- 
nesota and saw the Magic's general 


anHescrcss fractt&e,was traded firota&i.' 
da Monday, but the. deal Was voideS^ 
after Seikaly refused to report to 'tfig’ 
Jazz. Seikaly. who is cam mg £4 a&Qibn> 
tins season, has two years remaining oh 
his contract,’ which be affowfctf'tg 
crane noaguaranteed to 
thait brought him to Orl^do r -fr6mv 
Golden State. The Nets made this^feal 
with no contingencies on Seifcaiy^s 
porting or passing a pfaysicaL - 
“He’s absolutely ecstatic how‘”s£ud 
Steve Kaufman, Seikaly ’s agent ' 
is an area he loves. It’s an up-and- 
coming team.*’ If Seikaly were to per- 
form below expectations, die Note cqtilrE 
waive him and not be liable 
remain der of tire contract. ^ 

While Seikaly had his troaMubjae' - 
past week, he was not neatly, as dis- .. 
gruntled as Dare, who was no longer 
even working out with the 'Nets or at- 
tending games. 

The former first-round draft choice 
had become dead weightm the trader; . 
with two years left on his contract after 
this season with no escape from Cah- 
pari’s doghouse. 

He played in just 10 games this sea- 
son before being relegated to the injured 
list with what was termed right ankle 
synovitis. • 

And Edwards, who will be a free 
agent at the end of the season, wanted 
out sioce his playing time had dimin- 
ished to a few minutes at die end of 
blowouts. 

The Nets had run through option after 


,3 -■■7 -- : 

1 

.-Jf . 

I?-"- 




..... _ . i -L-iXr 


ij r*. 






•Ok • i 


yi 4 


, 

-j.worlff' 

: V £*& 
?itv4Mr 


■vvj£- ■ 

.. .• ■ 

- ‘ te dte 

c-iem*- 

"VwV* lilt': 

- '-v 


- - «*** 
■: >. ■'act 
:r- » ■ 


option, fielding offers in recent weeks 
that could have brought them Damon . 


that could have brought them Damon . 
Stoudamire, Anfexnee Hardaway and 
Christian Laetmer. 

The Nets came close on Stoudamire 
and Hardaway, but saw the deals fall 
apart in die end. 

The hesitation on the Nets’ part came 
in their refusal to break up the core of 
talent that has carried them to a 31-22 
record, good enough for fourth place in 
the Eastern Conference. 

Tempted, they chose to hang onto 
Kendall Gill. Sam Cassell and Chiu 
Gatling, the most taiked-abont players 
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tea Crac 


manager, John Gabriel, detail at half- in the deals, and flatly refused to include 


time how a deal with Utah involving 
Seikaly had fallen apart. 

“When I realized that was not going 
to go down, I began to place calls,” 
Nash said. “I didn't anticipate our offer 
was going to be the besL I talked to Cal 
after the game and made him aware of 
what we discussed. 

“We had conversations this morning 
and after practice. The call came at 5: 15 
and we were on. John Gabriel had said he 
thought our offer was attractive, but that 
we were third or fourth on the ladder. I 
think the other ones evaporated. ’ * 
Seikaly, currently sidelined with an 


Jayson W illiams , Keith Van Horn or 
Kerry Kittles. 

After what die Nets believe will be 
approximately a two-week rehabilita- 
tion, Seikaly will serve as a backup to 
Williams and Van Horn, with Calipari 
wary of shifting Williams from center to 
power forward in an all-star season, and 
Van Horn from power forward to small 
forward. 

The 32-year-old Seikaly, who will be 
joining his fourth team in the last five 
years, was averaging 14.5 points and 7.6 
rebounds per game in 47 games for 
Orlando this season. 
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BASEBALL 


NBA Standings 


xnjumc DnrurON 


INDIAN CORN By Fred Piscop 


81 Make a new 
connection with 
83 Rest stop lineup 

88 Jordan dropped 
. it in 1949 
88 Sound effects in 
an Indian 
haunted bouse? 

91 Metronome 


, ACROSS 76 “Weil done!” in 

i I Instrument Italy 

’ 53?t£? dedby 77 Vintner’s prefix 

plane 

!l0 Switch's partner 81 

<14 Unappetizing connection 

. fanT B 83 Rest stop hi 
*18 Dangerous 86 Jordan drop 

strain if in 1949 

19 "I understand. 1 ” 88 Sound effec 

20 Put an Indian 

• question hauntedbot 

J2I Bagpipe part 91 Metronome 

22 Primitive settings 

i Indian? 93 Dietary, in a 

24 Former White 94 It's someth! 

House nickname “junk* 

£S Rebelled o- 

„ w one s n 

97 Indian 

27 Words before weothennai 

L " ab0Ut forecast? 

89 Echo 

31 Take a powder 102 Advantage 

53 Country name IM Current Po 
'35 “Carousel" 105 Trainer's 

choreographer workplace. 

38 Where the perhaps 

■■ 106 Paint remov 

„ component 

“ 109 
40 Simmons rival ° 8n ‘ 

42 Ending with iron 110 

or tin (1950 movie 

43 Stopover for IndianVWi 

young Indians? sorr-r-ry! . 

46 Hydroplane part 114 Detriment 

48 Breweiy fixture 116 Citroen moc 

51 Anderson of name 

sitcoms 120 He caught h 

52 C in a C scale, adversary's 

e-g. IZl Often 

54 What the Indian underteporl 

said after taking income 

out a car loan? 123 What the tot 

57 Some computer said after hit 

program son's road t< 

sequences 125 Does a warn 

59 Bound collection (ft*} 

61 "The Capeman’ 126 “Biscuit” 

composer introduced t 

62 Kind of bank 1912 

63 Tot's cry 127 Jazz singer J 

64 It bollixes up tbe 128 “The Family 

machinery Circus* 

66 Neighed ™ , 

68 Indian's 128 

, interpretation of starTambtyi 

; Robert 130 Downnghtb 

Browning? i3l It may be 

73 in condensed common 

f»rmat 132 Bridge seats 


DOWN 

1 RCA products: 
Abbr. 

2 River through 
Aragdn 

3 Yahoo 

4 CaryofThe 
Princess Bride" 

5 Former W.B.C. 


champion 

6 Flag 

7 Mekong River 
capital 

8 “...and shall 


93 Dietary, in ads 

94 It’s sometimes 
“junk" 

95 one's heels 

97 Indian 

weatherman's 

forecast? 

99 Echo 

102 Advantage 

154 Current Prefix 

105 Trainer's 
workplace, 
perhaps 

106 Paint remover 
component 

109 Give off intense 
fight 

110 " ThieT 

(1950 movie) 

112 Indian's “Wen, 
sorT-r-iy!*? 

114 Detriment 

116 Citroen model 
name 


bring forth 
— Man. 


9 Drive 
participants 

10 Action at 
Christie's 

11 Lorelei Lee's 
creator 

12 Restlessness 

13 Puffed, asa 
reefer 

14 Bronco's locale 

15 Store co me-on 

16 Hoopsteriaaor 

17 p„ as in 
Plymouth 

21 College mqi'or 


23 Likes body in 
Newton's Brat 


120 He caught his 
adversary's ear 

121 Often 
underreported 


Newton’s first 
law 

28 Lagoon 
perimeter 
30 Patch up 
32 Some choristers 
34 "Road" film 
destination 




W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Miami 

35 

18 

460 

— 

New Jersey 

31 

22 

485 

4 

New York 

29 

22 

469 

S 

Washington 

27 

27 

500 

8V, 

Orlando 

26 

27 

491 

9 

Boston 

24 

29 

453 

II 

Phllodelphto 

i 16 

34 

-320 

17% 


CENTRAL DIVISION 



Chicago 

40 

15 

727 

— 

Indiana 

37 

15 

712 

116 

Chartolte 

30 

22 

sn 

eu 

AJtento 

31 

23 

574 

BV> 

CfeveJanrt 

28 

24 

538 

KM 

Mitwaulcee 

26 

26 

500 

12% 

Detroit 

23 

29 

442 

15% 

Toronto 

11 

41 

712 

27% 

WBIBNMNNBaa 


midwest Dtvwrorr 




W 

L 

Pd 

GB 

Utah 

36 

15 

706 

— 

Son Antonia 

36 

16 

Ml 

% 

Mirmesata 

28 

23 

549 

8 

Houston 

27 

25 

519 

9% 

Vancouver 

14 

38 

769 

22% 

DaSos 

' 10 

43 

.189 

27 

Denver 

5 

47 

796 

31% 


pacific orvwoN 



Seattle 

40 

12 

.769 



LA. Lakers 

nhn.nW 

36 

15 

.706 

3% 

KiKMKn 

35 

16 

486 

4V, 

Portland 

31 

21 

554 

9 

Soaamento 

24 

29 • 

4S3 

16% 

LACfippers 

11 

42 

708 

29% 

Golden State 

10 

41 

.196 

29% 

noBOKr teismxs 



fllUL STANDINGS: Ofympfa fa n 28 
points; Ef*s Plhen, Turkey, 2SMoca*» Tri 
Aviv 27; Crariia Spfit 71; Turk Tririam 21; 
Porto 16. 

enooPF 

Benrito Treviso 8X CSKA IMascow 77 
Eshirfrofrtes. Spain 68, Lnnoges62 
FINAL STANDI NOtS: Benetton 28 polnts; 
- PACK Sakxrika 2& CSKA Moscow 2& Es- 
twnontes 24s Real Madrid 21 Umoges 22. 
amupa 

Barcrioo u 78. Racing Paris 77 
Albg BorSn85, Kinder Bolog no » 

FINAL STAfONHcs: Krnftf Botogna 29 
points; Borcriono 2S ABm Berlin 2& Ofirrpffo 
LjuWiana 24 Racing Parts St Germain 23; 
Pnu-Ortfiez22. 

gbouph 

AEK Athens 64 Porltam Bdgiude 78 
Teomsys. Botegno 79. Hapori Jerosotem 60 
FINAL STAWHNOfc AEK Athens 27 
points CBrano Zagreb 2& Teomsy s te m 
Bologna 26. Pmttzon Brig rode 22 Ulkenpop 
Turtayrt; Hopori Jervsaiern 14 
Tbp tour fun from each group qurilfy 
tor next, betroHhree riimlrtsUon, round 
from March 3. 


CRICKET 


mw 7i *unow.miiuw 
n»T TEST, SCCOMD DAY 
FHIBAYW WELLMOTON, «W ZEALAND 
Zimbabwe: 180 
New Zeeland: 1 76 for three 


Philadelphia — P ut G Anthony Porker on 
the In jo red flst 

Toronto — P ut g Chris Gamer on injured 
Qst 

Washington— S igned G Lawrence Mofen 
to second 1 (May contract. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

ATLANTA— Rwrigned OL. Scott Adams. 

cAira una— S igned LB Ernest Dhon to 1- 
ytw contract Agreed to tenn* wtlhWR Mark 
Coirter. 

Indiana pous— S igned DL waDom. Carr, 
R^Krith Ellas, DLDocwteEmhraOLSteve 
Htmllrv 0L Brandon Hayes, 0L Wdverty 
Jackson, OL Jason Johnson, OL Bryon Jo- 
rewto WR Levi Keotofnhl WR Kafpo 
McGvlra OL Lorry Mo ore, DB Nokia Rsd- 
cScfc DB Steve Rosga, WRMttcbe« Running, 
OL Tom MysllnsU and DB CMon Sham- 
burger. 

MINNESOTA — Signed K GaryAndersonteS- 
yeor contract. 

new ORLEANS— Signed CB TyranmOrake- 
tordto 5-yearcontnxb and LB Kevin M Schell 
to 2 -year contract 

N.rjET5— Signed C Kevin Mawae to 5-yesr 
centred. 

N.Y. ciahts— R e-signed LB Marcus Buck- 
ley. Signed P WS Brtce. 

Oakland— R e-signed C Curtis Whitley. 
Waived S Eddie Andenmn. 


Marattnre Lievtrv Prance — Meeting VBtri 
du Pib de Galois. 

AUTORAdNO, Rockingham. North Car-. 
oBno— KASCAR Winston Cujx Gaadwimcb 
SenriceJoa 

■ooasM, Ouagadougou, Burkina Foso— 
African Cup of NallonA quaiterfinak: No- 
rocco v South AWac friendly International 

Saudi Arabia vs. Gennony- . .. . 


Monday, Feb. 23 


•ocean. Mar del Plato — friendly in- 
ternational. Argentina V Ukrafrie. 

tbmw. London— men, GuanSanDIred 
Cun to Atoreh 1; PModeiphla Peiimylv on in 
— me»v Advanhj ChampiamMp& to March 1; 
Unz, Austria — Women Austrian Open to 
MarTOl;(XdahoimCny,Oldahoma--wom- 
««V IGA Tennis daseic, to Mardi 1 . 


%THt 


Tuesday, Feb. 24 


Mt \ u f. 


UUMO, Muk. south Korea —Freestyle 
World Cup, aerials. 

•ocean, Miami — hlandly International, 
Mexico vs. Netherlands. 


Wednesday, Feb 25 


PHILADELPHIA— Signed 


athletics, Melbourne, Australia — 
Mriboume Afhtefics Classic (Class II). 

■ocosn. BuiWna Faso — African Cup of 
Notions, two semifinals friemfiy fnteama- 


SOCCER 


African Nations’ Cup 


•ONet i- York Times/Edht d In Will Shorts 


36 Weigh, with 
“over* 

37 Urban playing 
sire 


123 What the Indian 
said after his 
son's road test? 


38 Salami choice 


41 Turning about 
■he vertical 


125 Does a warm-up 44 ‘Fantasia* 


(Jo0 

126 ‘Biscuit” 
introduced in 
1912 

127 Jazz singer Jones 


dancers 

45 Loyal subject 
47 Language of 
India 

49 Roy Rogers, o 


58 Husband of Ope, 
in myth 

60 They often 

accompany Of Like a jam 

ejections 85 He notched 363 

65 Precept victories 

67 Channel 87 Big name in 

swimmer games 

Gertrude 89 Bibliophilicdata 

-SBS-- 

70 Kind of kitchen 96 'Oh. goon'.* 

71 SouthAmerkan ^ Coromeai^b 
stamp word *00 High runes? 

72 Temple of Zeus 101 

site 103 Female fowl 

73 One who Lakes 106 New York 

orders "Place-name 

74 Stack, in car lingo 107 South American 

75 Some wimple rodent 

wearers ins h»fi 


82 Black and white 117 “Stupid 

cartoon stupid does" 

character 118 Garment slit 


can oo nisi 

129 “Tom Thumb" 
starTambiyn 

130 Downright Wue 

131 It may be 
common 

132 Bridge seas 


60 Initiated, with 

"off- 


53 West Indies 
native 

55 Florida city, 
informally 

56 Disentangle 


119 Cool drinks 
122 "Old’counliy 
124 Author Fleming 


Solution to Puzzle of Feb. 14-15 


□GjQQ □□□□□ rjUDLIf.il 


. 72 Temple of Zeus 

“ site 


73 One who lakes 
orders 


78 Babesinthe 
woods 

79 Bunk position 


rodent 
108 Hafi 
111 Lost 
113 Goo 
115 tiller 


anu 

aoaci adum □□aao; hqudo 
acuaoaaaaaaaLiQOD □□□ud 
□hlmo □□□□ Haaaa non 
□□□naanacio aBD oaanD 
SOLID aaQD SHOD □□□QEO 
□□□ □□□ sunn □□□□□ 
annaflanaonnsa n rirrs 

□□□□□ dohs saaan 

ananan ddddo aaosonn 
aaaaaso asnaQ nannn nn 
aaasDDa osaso booddd 

o aaaa nnou obdgo 
sans HapaoanonaanQ 
□anna aarm oon nun 

□□□□BQ Bonn HOBS GOOD 
nnaan ann annsnoonBo 
□□□ annua oodd ogooo 
□□Bail nsnnBonnanQaaDa, 
□anna oansa niioa boob 
gnnao nanan bqeio nan 


ONcogo 31 24 36 32—123 

Toronto 26 IS 20 22— 86 

C- Pippen 6-15 5-5 22, Langley B-14 S4 21; 
T: Wo Pace 7-9 54 Ift Christie 5-U 7-7 18. 
Rebomds— CKkngo 68 (Rodman 19), 
Toronto 4* (Miller 7). Assists— Chicago 37 
IPippon 6), Toronto 14 IChrfstie 51. 
PhUodriphia 21 IS 15 23— 77 

indtam 21 23 23 15 — S3 

P: Thomoe 5-18 5-5 16. Colernrm 7-17 2-2 
16s l: D .Govts 6-13 24 14 Mlfinr 4-103^ TZ 
Rebounds— PhUodriphia 60 (Coteman 18). 
Indiana 51 (A. Davis 9). 

Assists— Philadelphia 15 (Snow 7), Indiana 
10 (Jackson si. ’ 

Son Antonio 14 24 26 23— 87 

Dallas 14 30 12 24— 81 

S.Aj Duncan 8-17 10-15 26. WUoms 5-11 
4-5 14j D: Webs 10-14 1-1 21. Bradley 6-M 1- 
3 13. Roboonds— San Antonio 52 (Duncwi 
16). Da Has 61 [Biariey 1SJ. Assists— 5on 
Antonio 20 (Johnson 6), Danas 14 (Write 7). 
Detroit 23 19 27 zr— 90 

Houston 22 29 21 28—100 

D: Dumars 7-14 2-2 19, HQ 5-17 64 16: H: 
matter 1M» 7-7 ». BoiWey 7-11 0-3 14. 
Roboonds— Oelroff 42 (Monboss 8), Houston 
49 (Baridev 14). Assists— Detran 17 {H« 5), 
Houston 23 (Mohmoy 7). 

Mlam} 33 20 19 17— 89 

LA. dippers 22 23 9 26- 80 

M: Mourning 10-178-11 2& Hartiaway 7-15 
M 16: Cfippersr Toytor 7-17 3-4 17. 
PiatlcowsJcl 5-124-4 16. Rebounds— Miami 56 
(Brown 201. Las Ang tries SB (Wright 15). 
Assists— Mtami 16. (Hardaway 5). Los 
Angeles 15 (Moifln 51. 

Demw 19 19 31 23— 92 

LA. Liters 29 35 M 23-131 

m LEBa 8-14 2-3 19, Newman 5-lQ 9-13 
Lakers Fas 7-13 5-7 21 Bryant 7-10 7-8 
21. Roboumk— Oewer 51 (Garrett 9L LOS 
Angeles 60 (Bennetmi. Assists— Denver 20 
(Jackson 71. Los Angeles 3t (Bryant 71. ' 


B0B04X0ULASS0, BURKINA FASO 
Cameroon d Conga l 


Hegomta to 5 one-year contracts. Re-signed 
OG Jerry Crafts to 2-ysor co n tract. 

SAN PRAXCKCD-Agroed to terms wWi DE 
Gabe tWkfns and TE Irv 5m«h. 

s cattle — A greed to terras with LB Danin 
Smflti on 4-yearaxdrecl. 

Tennessee— S igned P Craig Henlridi 105- 
year contract. 

Washington— R e-rigned G Joe Patton to 
5-year contract 


George ttonolsrBriglumvA United States France n. 


Norway; Israel vs. Potandr Asuncion. 
Paraguay — Copo UbertadoreA Bret nwnd 
to Apr. 3. 


Thursday, Feb 26 


SEWHUL RUST LEO 
Alovrs l.Munora 2 


SSHRNAL, FIRST LEO 

Juventus 0, Lazio t 


TENNIS 


NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 
calgart— A ssigned RW Matin St. Louts 
to Saint John, AHL and RW ButeMurphyto 
Cleveland. IHL 

Carolina — S igned C Sergei Fedorov to an 
offer Sheet 

ids anoeles— A ssigned D Roston Batyr- 
shin to Grand Rapids. IHL 
N.Y. rangers— N amed John M udder 
coach. 

phoenix— R eadied F Shane Doan and F 
Brad Isbteter from SpitogfieM, AHL 


s w ow bo au dboo, DbwsWort. Gamany 
— World Cup, garni stolons pmoBri slatoin. 
haffplpwtoFeb.28. 

golf, Dubai United Afob Emirates t- 
mea. Dubai Desert Oassto to Match 1; Pa- 
dfle Pafisodes, CaSTonda — merv Nisean 
Open, to March 1; Gold Coast Australia — 
women, Australian Lnifles Masters.' to March 


rr 

»A*: • 


cwatir, Auddond, New Zeakoid — 
New Zealand vs. Zimbabwe, second test to 
March 2; Durban South Africa — South 
Africa vs- Pddstarv second test to Man* 2. 




■ "-0? 

. UK - 

-ft",’.. 


Friday, FEb 27 


nutuwna 

FRSJAV H HANOVER QBUUNV 

ouartewthals 

Anna KoumOurvo. Russia def. Anke Huber 
W. Germany, 6-4 34. 64. 

Jana Novotna (11. Czech JZepubbc def. 
Lisa Raymond (81, U.S. 6-1, 7-5. 

Potty Sduiyder, Swttzeriamt def. NattiaBe 

Tauzlal CM, Franco, 64.6-3. 

twmsur RESULT 

Sabine Appeknans. Briglum, def Steffi 
Graf CO, Germany, 6-3 . 74 (7-5). 

lUBOteJUl COMMweRTT 


Cornell— N amed Peter Mangurian foot- 
boU coach. 

new MEXICO state— S igned Lou Henson. • 
men* baskriboS coach to^yearcontimJ. 

ST- JOSEPHS, mai hb— R einstated C Lynn 
CmnpbeH to mars baskeflnfl Ibojil 


The Week Ahead 


ATHLtmo*, Atlanta — OX. Indoor 
Championships, to Feb. 2a 
•unroiUGan.vaifousritebKenya—2- 
Bler World Cop, Kenya RaSy, to March 1 . 

cricket, Georgetown. Guyana — West 
ImflesviEnglondkltenJTasttoMnrchS- 
RUOBv whom, various sites— Super 12; 
Otago vs. Queensland.' Western Province vs. 
Werington. 

•OCcsstOoogodoogou, BuriJna Foso— 
African Cop of N tritons, play-off hr third 
place. 






It te. i' i 


Saturday, Feb. 28 





Saturday, Feb. 21 


FRIDAY W ANTWERP. BELOniM 
QUARTERFINALS 

Greg Rusedski (5), Britain, dof. Thomas 
Johansson, Sweden. M, 4-A 64. (po) 

Marc Roeset SwtQertand, dof. Magnus 
Lnrsson, Sweden walkover 


TRANSITIONS 


Major College Scores 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ABaOCKIKM 
chicaco— T raded F Jason Coffey to Gold- 
en State for F David Vaughn and Zd-round 
draft picks te 1998 and 200a 
DETROIT— Put F Grad Long an injured 
Set. 


athletic*, Athens. Greece — AIMna 
■98. 

QOMCteteT. Weffingtork New Zealand — 
New Zealand vs. Zimbabwe, firsTtesb to Feb. 
23. 

SOLA Ktmolri, OabiL Hawaii— women. 
HawaBan Ladles Opera to Feb. 2b Tucsora 
Ariamo — mora Tucson Classic, to Fob. 2fc 
Sydney, Austrana — men. Canon OnAngra 

to Feb. 22; Saasala, Ftortdo — senton. 
American Express InvifaTtonaL to Feb. 22. 

ourupics, Nogona Japan — ^ 1 8tft Win- 
ferGanierato Feb. 22. 

"ooter uaon, Five Hattons Edlit- 
burglv Scotland — Scotland vs. France; 
TwkAentnnv England — England vs. 
Wales. 

»C«A Ouagadougou, Buikfna Foso 


DTHLEnct, Sydney, AirsfraHa— Sydney 
Classic Mombasa, Konya — World Cron 
Country Challenge. 

HUOBY uwoiLvrira sitea— SupefiZ 

Northern Transvaal vs. Golden CatsiCaaital 
Shorts vs. Auddandi The Chiefs vs. Cen- 
terbury. 

sn jimpok, VHwroumi Norway — 
Worttf Cup. 175K hfll to March 1. 

•nim. Yong Pyonra South Karoo — 
mea Alpine World Cun gtant'sktem Sap- 
pora Japan — NonSc Combined. Warid Cup, 
lo March l.-Ontol Fnonce— Froestyte World 
Cup. dual magub oertate, to March l. 

miww, Gothenburg. Sweden — 
World team Ice racing ctamptonsNp final to 
March). 

■OticciL Ouagadougou, Burtonu Foso— 
Afrfcon Cup of Nations finoL 





^ V r 1 


Arizona 71, Oregon St 70 
Stanford 91 Washington 70 
New Mortal 95UTEP 71 
Gndnnafi91 toa.-BInnlngham 7b 
Write Forest 81 Maryland 79 


LA. CUPPERS— Traded G Brent Barry to — African Cup of Noftoni quarterfinals: 


Sunday, March 1 


EuroLeaque 



SECOND PRASE 

CROUPE • 

Moasbl Tel Aviv 7* Croatia Sp8t 69 
Olympia kos Rroeus, 64 Turk Tetekom 60 
1 


Miami fare Isaac Austin, G Charier Smith 
and 1998 IsLround draft pick. Put G James 
Coffins on InhrrodSst 
NEW JERSEY— Traded F David Benoit G 
Kevin Edwards, C Ylnka Dm and 1998 fart- 
round itaft pick to Drtando tore Rony Seftoly 
and F Brian Evans. 

*Ew YORK-Acquired F Teny Cummings 
tram the PNbdelphfa far F Ronnie Grondbon 
and C Herb WBIants. 

onLANBo—PutGMark Price on Injured SsL 
Actrvafed CJasarr Lawson ham injured Bst. 


Burkina Faso vs. Tunisia, Ivory Coast vs. 
Egypt Oriando. Florida — fitondty Intamp- 
fional United States vs. Neihwlands. 

tomiii, Antwerp, Befgfum — men, Eo. 
repean Community Champtonshlra to Feh. 
22; Mempfst Tennesseo — mera Kroger St 
Judra to Feb. 22; Hanuves Ger. — women. 
FaberGrand Pita to Feb. 22; Bogota Cototra 
bid — women, Capa Ccfcraiitas, to Feb. 22. 

Sunday, Feb 22 


athletics, SevBa Spain — Sevflfe 


■Kim. Yong Pyong, South Kona — 
mea Alpine World Cop, statont Saottodv 
Austria — women, Mfrins World CUP, 
Slalom. 

athletics, otea Japan — 
MainiehT Marathon; Houston — Corf Late® 
Retoys. , _ 

MfoiT union. Super 1Z Mow Sodto 
Woles vs. ACT. 

aoecn. Yokohama Japan — DynOT 
Ore Japan is. Sooth Koto China tt- HOT 
Kong. 
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Czechs Stun Canada in Shootout 

Goalie Hasek Saves All 5 Sfwts to Deny Favorites a Place in Final 


/ N 

M . N 


By Rachel Alexander 

Past Service 

NAGANO, Japan — It was during 
the nerve-wracking penalty shot seg- 
ment of the Czech Republic's semifinal 

f ame against Canada on Friday that 
lavomir Lener. the Czech coach, no- 
ticed something. His players, standing 
to front of their bench, had linked their 
arms around each others* shoulders 
taking each breath as one. 

* ‘That was better than any two points, 
to see those guys as a team," said Lener! 
whose squad stunned the favored Ca- 
nadians. 2- i. by scoring on one penalty 
shot 

"You can’t get any better reward 
than that as a coach. Nothing that’s 
shown on TV, no medals — it’s this 
Feeling you have for just those few 
seconds when you know you belong 
with the team and you are a pan of it. 
There is no bigger reword. ’ ’ 

Lener will get to rest that theory Sun- 
day, when the Czech Republic plays 
Russia in the final. Canada, the favorite 
to win the tournament, will instead face 
Finland in the playoff for the bronze 
medal Saturday. 

Canada’s loss hit an entire country 
that had bundled its national pride with 
its gold medal hopes. The last time 
Canada won the gold was in Oslo in 
1 952, leaving the couatry starving in the 
sport it calls its own. These Olympics 
were considered the best chance for 
redemption for Canada, which was able 
to field an all-star, all-Nauonal Hockey 
League team for the first time. 

But the Czechs, participating in only 
their second Winter Olympics since 
separating from Slovakia, were also 
looking to use this tournament to bolster 
iheir national identity. No matter what 
happens Sunday, victories over two 
hockey superpowers in back-to-back 
games — they beat the United Stares, 4- 
1, to get to the semifinals — have earned 
them an enormous dose of respect. 

"I only wish I could be in Prague" 


right now, said Martin Rucinsky, who 
plays for the Montreal Canadiens. "It’s 
a great moment for Czech hockev. 
Everybody expeered us to he nut of it m 
the quarterfinals." 

. The Czech Republic could have filled 

ns rosier with NHL players, but it de- 
cided to stick with the nucleus of ihe 
team that has competed in recent world 
championships. Coaches then filled in 
the gaps with 12 NHL players, such as 

_ l« Hockey 

the New York Islanders forward Robert 
Reichel, the only player to score in the 
penalty shot competition. 

' ‘They play together as a team,’ ’ Len- 
er said. "We did not want to disrupt 
that.” 

Every team needs a star, however, 
and the Czech squad’s is the Buffalo 
Sabres goaltcnder, Dominik Hasek t24 
saves), who had yer another hrillinm 
outing. Canada goaltcnder Patrick Roy 
(27 saves) was also spectacular, hut 
when the game remained tied at i-i 
after 60 minutes of regulation play and a 
10-minute overtime, it was Hasek who 
shone in the penalty shot tiebreaker. 

Displaying the elastic-man. flip-flop 
style that won him NHL most valuable 
player honors last season. Hasek 
stopped each of the five Canadian 
snipers, a group that did not include 
Wayne Gretzky, passed over by Marc 
Crawford, the coach. 

Roy stopped the Pittsburgh Penguins 
forward Jaromir Jugr. who hit a post, but 
he could not stop Reichel, the team’s 
first shooter. After Brendan Shanahan. 
Canada's last shooter, failed in a deke 
attempt, the Czech players stormed the 
ice, throwing up their equipment. They 
pounced on Hasek. who later said facing 
the penalty shots was the "most intense 
pressure of my life.” 

It was a full two minutes later, when 
many hugs, face rubs and high-fives had 
already been exchanged, that the Czechs 
decided they shou Id probably stop sitting 


on their most valuable plover, although 
Hasek was happily enduring the atten- 
tion. Meanwhile, on the other side of the 
rink. Shanahan skated back toward the 
Canadian net. doubled over in disap- 
pointment, as his teammates slowly left 
the bench. In the end, only Gretzky was 
left sitting alone, with lean on his cheeks 
as he watched his hopes for Olympic 
gold slip out the nnksidc door. 

Despite all the Stanley Cups, trophies 
and oilier medals Gretzky has won, he 
has never claimed an Olympic medal. 

“It's devastating, the worst feeling 
I've ever had in hockey,” Gretzky said, 
hi.s eyes glassy. He said this was his last 
international competition. 

"I knew when 1 lost my first Stanley 
Cup. I'd get another chance. When w’e 
lost, that was it for me. So I’m very 
disappointed. I love to play hockey. T 
love to represent Canada.” 

■ Olympic Deja Vu for Canadians 

It was the second consecutive 
Olympics in which Canada was elim- 
inated in a shootout. In 1994. the final 
between Sweden and Canada was de- 
cided when goalie Tommy Salo of 
Sweden beat Paul Konya of Canada and 
Peter Fursberg of Sweden beat goalie 
Corey Hirsch of Canada, the New" York 
Times reported from Nagano. 

Roy said of the shootout: "It didn’t 
start well, because the first guy hit the 
post and it went in. I’m not here to find 
excuses. If we lose, we lose.” 

Loner, the Czech coach, said his play- 
ers routinely practice penalty shots dur- 
ing team workouts. "It’s iun for the 
players, kind of relaxing," Lener said. 

Crawford said his team practiced 
penalty shots earlier in the week. 

Peter Svoboda. one of the top Czech 
defensemen, left the game late in the 
third period with what he said was a re- 
injury' of a sore elbow. He said he hoped 
he would fed well enough to play in the 
championship game. When someone 
asked Svoboda the secret of his team's 
success, he replied: "Hasek and Jagr.” 
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Robert Reichel, the Czech Republic forward, above, celebrating his 
match-winning goal in the shootout against Canada on Friday. Below , the 
Czech goalkeeper Dominik Hasek blocking Brendan Shanahan's shoL 
The Czechs 1 2-1 victory put them in the final against Russia on Sunday. 
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Russia Cracks the Whip at Finland 


3 tr 




By Joe Lapointe 

New York Times Service 

NAGANO, Japan — Several times 
during this extraordinary performance, 
Pavel Bure, captain of the Russian 
hockey team, raced down the ice with 
the puck on his stick, leading a speeding 
stream of nine other skaters to the 
Finnish goal line. 

It looked like a game of "crack the 
whip" that children play on skating rinks. 
All day long. Buns held the whip hand 
and did much of the cracking. On 10 shots 
against Finland, Bure scored five goals 
and almost had a couple more in a 7-4 
victory Friday in the second semifinal of 
the hockey tournament in the Winter 
Olympic Games in Big Hat arena. 

So Bure was in a good mood af- 
terward when he was talking about the 
brilliant goalie, Dominik Hasek of the 
Czech Republic, in the gold-medal 
game Sunday. "Before playing against 
Hasek, I'm going to read up die other 
Hasek, the famous Czech writer, who 
wrote ‘The Good Soldier Shvjk.’ ” 
Bure said. "I’ve already read it once.” 
The book, by Jaroslav Hasek, is about a 
soldier who fought in World War I. 

This may have been one of the rare 
rimes when a war reference was iron- 
ically appropriate in a sports context, 
because this championship game will 


evoke in some the memories of another 
war in another era. 

The Russian-Czech rivalry, one of 
the best in Olympics hockey history, 
was at its peak during the Cold War. 
Four times, between 1968 and 1984, the 
Russian-based team of the Soviet Union 
and the nation then known as Czech- 
oslovakia went into their final games in 
the Olympic tournament with the gold 
medal at stake, three times playing each 
other. The Soviets won all four gold 
medals and the Czechs , who have never 
won a gold, settled for three silvers and 
one bronze in this period. 

"It’s different now," said Aleksei 
Kasatonov, the former defenseman for 
the Russian national team who is now 
the general manager. "I remember the 
game in 1984. For us, it was like life and 
death. Now, it's just a sporting com- 
petition, not as political as it was right 
after 1968.” 

Although they were technically allies 
at this time, the Russian-Czech rivalry 
also included military’ force in 1968, 
after the winter when they first jousted 
for the gold medal. That spring, Soviets 
sent tanks to Prague, under the authority 
of the Warsaw Pact, to quell an anti- 
communist uprising. 

Those who think that current players 
are ignorant of this history, or that it has 
no relevance to hockey, should take note 


of the number on the brood back of 
Jaromir Jagr, the best Czech player who 
is not a goalie. Jagr wears the number 
"68. ” He chose it, he has said m the past, 
in honor of the politics of that troubled 
year, four years before his birth. 

"Yes, 1 know this." Kasatonov 
said. 

This tournament, filled for ihe first 
time with National Hockey League 
stars, was supposed to marie the as- 
cendancy of North American hockey, 
particularly for Canada and the United 
States, on the world’s biggest sports 
stage. Instead, Canada faces Finland 
Saturday for the bronze and the United 
States is already home, having lost three 
of four games and having gained a repu- 
tation for bar-hopping and vandalism in 
the athletes village. 

"In Europe, we have excellent 
hockey,” said Vladimir Yurrinov, 
coach of the Russian team. “Hopefully, 
now. no one will look down on us." 

Bure said of Hasek, "By now, he is 
probably the best goalkeeper in the 
world.” 

Bure scored the first three goals, two 
on breakaways, taking advantage of 
turnovers. The Finns came back to tie it 
at 3-3 and again at 4-4 before Russia 
pulled away. Bure scored the last two, 
the final into an empty net after Finland 
pulled its goalie. 
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Party Breaks Out in Prague 
After Czechs Beat Favorite 


The Associated Press 

PRAGUE — Drivers honked their 
horns, strangers hugged each other, 
and even the country's hospitalized 
president, Vaclav Havel, was among 
the happy rooters as the Czech Re- 
public stunned Canada on Friday in 
the Olympic ice hockey semifinal. 

Hundreds of mostly young fans and 
students converged on Prague’s 
Wenceslas Square, waving flags and 
shouting the names of their heroes 
who helped pull off the 2-1 victory in 
a shoot-out. 

Financial markets came to a stand- 
still during the game while traders 
were glued to their TV screens. 

As the live broadcast from Japan 
started Friday morning. Havel was be- 
ing examined by doctors following 
throat surgery on Wednesday. None- 
theless, Havel’s aides said, the pres- 
ident's interest was intense. 

" He insisted on being informed ail 
the time.” said his spokesman, Ladis- 


lav Spacek, who watched the game in 
Havel's hospital room. 

"He even managed to watch some 
of the game’s last period, and he is 
sending a telegram to the players right 
now,” Spacek added 

"Hasan," the nickname of Dornin- 
ik Hasek, the Czech goalie who shut 
out foe Canadians in the final shoot- 
out, was on eveiybody’s lips. 

"Hasan did it for all of us — we 
made it!” said Pa trik Skara , a 17- 
year-old student who skipped school 
to watch the game and celebrate. 

Many others shouted ‘ 1 Hasek to the 
Castle' ’ — a traditional joke by which 
fans suggest their sports stars could 
even handle the president's job. 

"Ail we have to do now is to beat 
Russia in the final and show foe world 
we are foe best,” Skara said even 
before the result of the Russia-Fin- 
land semifinal was known. “But even 
if we don’t, this is the game I will 
always remember.” 


Pechstein 
Edges Out 
Niemann in : 

5,000 Meters 


By Christopher Clarey 

New York Times Sen we 

NAGANO. Japan — The first day of 
Olympic speedskating ended with a; 
world record. So did the last. 

In between, there were plenty of other 
shock waves at the M-Wave. and what 
made it better was that there was not a 
single delay, cancellation or weather 
report to fret over. 

Indoor winter sports had a big ad- 
vantage in Nagano, and so did the 
specdskaiers with their relatively new 

Speed skati h c 

clap skates and very new aerodynamic 
strips, which, depending on your in- 
terlocutor, were either a plus or a 
placebo. 

All 10 Olympic records were erased 
and replaced, as were five world re- 
cords: the men's 1.500, 5,000 and 

10.000 and foe women's 1,500 and- 
5,000. The only record still standing that ■ 
was set on conventional skates is foe 
men's 500. 

Friday night's history makers in foe 

5.000 were” Gunda Niemann-Stime- 
mann of Germany and her younger and 
less-imposing teammate, Claudia Pech- 
stein. Both were bom. raised and spot- 
ted at an early age in East Germany, and 
for much of the last few seasons they 
have taken turns winning the distance ' 
races that matter most. 

Niemann got the best of Pechstein in 
foe 5.000 last week, but Friday night it 
was Pechstein’s turn to have foe last 
glide. She defended her Olympic title in 
a world-record time of six minutes, 
59.61 seconds, a scant four-hundredths 
of a second bener than her teammate, 
who had foe misfortune of breaking the 
world record first. 

“When 1 saw Gunda’s time on the 
scoreboard, I thought it was very fast, 
and that I could only get foe silver, ’ ' said 
the 27-year-old from Berlin. 

Lyudmila Prokasheva of Kazakhstan 
took foe bronze. Kirstin Holum of foe 
United States, 17, finished seventh. 

Niemann. 31, would have preferred 
to skate head-to-head with Pechstein, as 
they often do on the World Cup circuit 
The Olympic draw determined other- 
wise. Niemann would skate with an 
American. Jennifer Rodriguez, one of 
the surprises of these Games, in foe 
penultimate pair. Pechstein would skate 
with a teammate, Heike Warnicke, in 
foe final pair. 

Niemann, with her powerful stroke 
and nearly metronomic cadence, soon 
became foe first woman to break the 
seven-minute barrier, slicing more than 
three seconds off her existing record of 
7:03.26. 

"I knew I had ro skate my own race, 
because I knew I wouldn't see her,” 
said Rodriguez, the former in-line 
skater from Miami who finished 10th in 
7: 16.78. "Actually, I didn’t see her after 
the start.” 

Niemann did a quick celebration lap. 
waving to foe Japanese and European ; 
fans who made foe M-Wave a lively- 
place during foe lasr two weeks. But once 
Pechstein moved into starting position, 
Niemann put her right index finger to her 
tips to quiet the crowd. She would not get 
a second chance to celebrate. 
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A Brilliant Silver Performance 





‘I Had a Few Problems in My Jumps,’ Says Runner-Up, Who Lost on Technical Marks 


By Jere Longman 

New York Times Senior 


NAGANO, Japan — Taxa Lipinski 
won the figure skating gold medal 
Friday because she was faster, more 
aggressive and more exuberant in her 
faring than her chief rival, Michelle 
Kwan. 

Six of the nine judges placed Li- 

p inski first 


A disappointed bot gracious Kwan 
thesilve 


took the silver medal after a deliberate 
free skate in which die joy dial had 
previously shown on her face lapsed 
into seriousness and timidity. 

Lip inks i is the smallest American 
Olympian at 4-foot- 10-inches (1.47 
meters), 82 pounds (37 kilograms), 
but she consumes the ice with the 
sheer delight of performing. 

Even when Kwan won eight of nine 
judges in Wednesday’s short pro- 
gram, Lipinski remained convinced 
that she could win the free skate Fri- 
day night, which counted for two- 
thirds of the scoring. 

Kwan, the 1996 world champion, 
had defeated Lipinski twice this sea- 
son — once at the national cham- 
pionships in Philadelphia last month, 
when sne had a look of reverie as she 
skated to “Angel’s Song’* by Wil- 
liam Alywn. 

She had talked of angels and 


clouds, of floating over fee ice. But 
Friday, skating first among the con- 
tenders, she appeared deliberate and 
circumspect. 

*«I think in Philadelphia I was mote 

free, I was flying,” said Kwan- ‘“To- 
night I was more cautions. I enjoyed 
my performance, bat it seemed like I 
was .in my own world, like X didn't 
open up and let it go.” 

She wobbled out of a triple flip then 
lanrfffd uncertainly an a triple loop. 
She grew more confident as her four- 
mmnte routine progressed, but when 
she finished, the judges left room for 
Lipinski. 

Kwan received all 5.9s for present- 
ation, but hex technical marks ranged 
from 5.7 to 5.8. A dean, mote chal- 
lenging performance by LipmsJri 
could beat her. 

“I had a few problems in my jumps, 
but I fought through it," Kwan said. 
“1 did everything. I almost pinched 
myself. I thought, ‘Wow, this is 
great’ ” 

Kwan did not watch lip inski per- 
form. Instead, fee met her mother at 
White Ring arena, and the slightest of 
doubts lingered in her mind. 

“2 was thinking, ‘Am I going to 
win, or am I going to be second?”’ 
Kwan said. 

When she heard Lipinski’s marks 
— all 5.8s and 5.9s for technique and 


artistry — fee knew she had won the 
sfiver medal, nor fee gold. 

While Susan Johnson, fee Amer- 
ican judge, voted far Kwan, the 
judges front Australia. Hungary, Aus- 
tria, Russia, Ukraine and France 
voted for Tipmski. International 
judges seem to score Lipinski more 
favorably than American judges, ap- 
parently feeling that speed, magnif- 
icent jumping and jubilant skating are 
asvainaWe as dramatic presentation. 

Lipinski beat Kwan bn eight of the 
nine technical marks and matched hex 
on four artistic marks. 

Kwan’s performance probably 
would have woo any previous 
Olympics. But lipinski had markedly 
improved her artistry over the summer 
fay touring and practicing in front of a 
minor. Now she felt her music, instead 
of simply skating to it. And hex jumps 
were more demanding than Kwad’s. 

Skating second to last, Lipinski ad- . 
mitre d some inevitable nervousness 
when she took the ice. 

“Some thoughts creep in, but you 
push it away,” Lipinski said. '‘You 
have to think, T want it,’ and not let 
any thing get in the way.” 

Lipinski opened by landing her 
quick, tight double axel and assert- 
ively performed the triple flip feat had 
left her sprawled on fee ice m the feral 
program at fee national champion- 


ivated astress 
fracture of the Second toe in herieft 
foot' last fall, had not been able to 
rehearse a. triple-triple combination , 
feis season. . 

Lipinski perfumed two of them 
Friday, and when she flawlessly dis- 
charged her trademark - triple ioop- 
tripfe loop, herfaceiit up likea Christ- 
mas tree. 

“When the music came on and 1: 
knew I was at fee Olympics and I was 
skating great, it all came out? she 
said. “I didn’t think about winning. I 
didn’t think about beating anyone. I 
just went ont and raid, I don’t want to 
come off fee ice disappointed.” 

After die first 45 seconds of Li- 


pinski’s celebratrve performance to 
music from the movie “Ibe Rain- 


bow.” fee president of the United 
States Figure Skating Association 
said he stopped breathing. - j- . 

Oksana Bainl of Ukraine had won- 
the 1994 Winter Games ‘with three 
triple jumps. Lipinski landed seven 
Friday night with triumphant deter- 
. ruination. 

“There was something different, 
like fire coming out her eyes,” Many 
StiUweU, president of the U-S. figure- 
skating association said of Liptnski. 
“She intended to win. Michelle 
skated beautifully. It was a take-no- 
prisoners competition.” * 
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GAMES: Historic Gold for Lipinski 
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Tara Lipinski feeling the thrill after completing her winning routine Friday. 


Figure Skating May Be Lovely , 
But That Doesn’t Make It Sport 


By Michael Wilbon 

Wojfoigion Post Service 


NAGANO, Japan — I ended my Official 
Winter Olympics Figure Skating Boycott 
wfaen, against every macho instinct in my 
body. I went inside the White Ring to watch the 
women’s short program. It is my civic duty to 
trash figure skating. Somebody’s got to do it 
1 Figure skating isn’t a sport 
It’s a spectacle, it’s competitive as heck, the 
men and women who devote their lives to it 
are more creative and athletic than many. 


your performance, it’s not a sport 
Hats, fine. Batteries from fee right field 
bleachers, fine. Even octopuses, fine. Roses? I 
don’t think so. And anything that’s been 
largely decided even before the performance 
takes place sure as heck isn’t a sport 
I was shocked to find out at the beginning of 


these games that in figure skating, the judges 
inly wati ' 


Vantaok Point 


many world-class athletes. And so is your 
prima ballerina, but feat doesn’t make ballet a 
sport, does it? High TV ratings don’t make 
something a sport; if they did Jerry Seinfeld 
Would be Michael Jordan. 

• ..Anything solely dependent on judging is 
not a sport. Anything where the performers 
have as much use for a choreographer as a 
coach isn’t a sport. Anything that uses fee 
word “costume" instead of the word “uni- 
form” isn’t a sport. Any time a man can be 
awarded a gold medal when he's dressed like 
a butterfly or looks like a dinner mint (there, I 
said it) isn’t a sport 

Any time another medalist can compete 
with what look like kitchen sheers hanging 
from his armpits, it ain’t a sport. (Did you see 
that Russian guy who wore that black-and- 
White splotched shirt underneath that yellow 
vest? It looked like a taxi splattered a cow.) 
Any time your coach wears a fur coat, it isn’t 
a sport; if your coach looks more tike Lana 
Turner than Norv Turner, it can’t be a sport. 
Any time people throw flowers at you after 


not only watch practice tat take into account 
what happened in practice when judging the 
actual live performances! These twits go in 
and penalize folks for missing jumps or falling 
or being sick in practice! 

Do you realize that the judges have this 
technique called “leaving room,” which by 
definition penalizes the first eight or nine 


competitors to skate? Since they don’t know 


what the, say, 25th skater will look like they 
* ‘leave room’ ’ just in case he’s the best of the 
lot. Excuse me, but why the heck do you need 
to leave room for something you haven’t seen 
if you go to practice every day? 

Do you know what group is lobbying to be 
made an Olympic sport? Bridge. I kid you not 
Bridge. Are we going to soon hear, ‘ ‘And fee 


skate a great program under a lot of 
pressure. Doing it at the Olympics is 
just so emotional.” 

For Lipinski, it dosed a circle — 
albeit a small one — whose starting 
point came when she stepped up onto 
an inverted soup bowl at age 2, pre- 
tending to receive an Olympic gold 
medal on a medal podium. It was just 
two years ago that Lipinski finished 
fifth in the junior world champion- 
ships. 

“She’s 15 years old, tat you have 
to realize in hex mind, she’s not 15,” 
said Todd Eldredge, the U.S. figure 

ner. “In her mind, she is^uch^der, 
and she acts much older than that.” 

The entire night all but erased 
memories of Tonya Harding and 
Nancy Kerrigan and their battle of ill 
will that led up to and overshadowed 
the 1994 Olympic figure skating com- 
petition in Lillehammer, Norway. 

The evening also negated specu- 
lation throughout the week that 
Kwan, considered the consummate 
artist on ice, had the gold medal sewn 
up with the nine-judge panel regard- 
less of her performance Friday night. 

la fact, Kwan skated brilliantly and 
Lipinski skated better — even Kwan 
and her coach, Frank Carroll, did not 
argue that — and Lipinski received 
the gold medal on merit 

“I knew this competition wasn't a 
piece of cake,” said Kwan, the U.S. 
and world champion in 1996. “I came 


speculated that Lipinski could make 
to$12miUi< 


$10 million to $12 milli on over the 
next four years from various com- 
mercial opportunities. 

Rosenberg estimated that Kwan, 
17, could have made more than Li- 
pinski — about $15 milli on — as a 
gold-medal winner because of her 
greater maturity. 

While Kwan might have missed a 
chary* to be remembered as one of 
the most graceful skaters of all time 
— perhaps fee best since Peggy Flem- 
ing, who was fee 1968 Olympic gold 
medalist — Lipinski assumed a 
-unique place in history as fee young- 
est gold medalist ever in figure skat- 
ing. 

Last year, Lipinski also became fee 
youngest world champion at 14. She 
is tiie first female skater to perform 
fee difficult triple loop-triple loop 
combination jump at a world cham- 
pionships or Olympics. Her program 
Friday night, with that combination 
and seven triple jumps, was the most 
technically difficult program in 
Olympic history. 

difference was die triple- 


triple, fee technical part of Tara’s 
l Heiss Jenkins, 


gold medalist in pinochle is ... ” 

1: If you don’t compete directly 


out of fee link happy. I skated my 
aid. There was nofe- 


Rule No. 

against an opponent or a clock, it’s not a sport. 

Just have figure skating competitions, world 
championships even, at a designated time of 
year and have one of those choreographers 
come up wife a sequined statuette for the 
winners. People will watch like crazy. 

Allison Mleczko, a forward on fee gold- 
medal winning U.S. women’s hockey team 
and the first left wing I’ve ever had a crush on, 
said she began her life on skates not as a 
hockey player, but as a figure skater. But one 
day it dawned on her, ‘ ‘It’s time to trade in fee 
little white tutu for a hockey stick.” Amen. • 


best; I trained hard, 
ing more I could have done. It might 
not be fee color medal I wanted, but I 
will take iL” 

Though the upset undoubtedly will 
cost Kwan mini ons of dollars in en- 
dorsements, it casts a redemptive 
stroke for figure skating, whose 
judges are frequently accused of de- 
ciding their preferences before, rather 
than after, competitions. 

And it will make Lipinski a very 
rich young woman. 

Michael RosenbeTg, an agent who 
has represented many top skaters, 


program,” said Carol 
the 1960 Olympic gold medalist 
“They are both beautiful skaters, but 
they have different styles.” 

Lipinski, who lost to Kwan in the 
U.S. nationals in January, also dis- 
played an improved artistry that com- 
pelled the judges to give her marks of 
5.8 and 5.9 on a scale of 6.0 for 
presentation. 

Kwan received all 5.9s for present- 
ation but received lower technical 
marks than Lipinski. Kwan led after 
fee short program Wednesday, wife 
Lipinski in second place, but lost be- 
cause the long program is wonh two- 
thirds of fee final score. 

As she did in the short program, 
Lipinski finished several jumps with 
ear-to-ear grins. 

“I like her joy,” Heiss Jenkins 
said. “The other night during fee 
short program, she couldn't stop smil- 
ing. It’s nice to see the joy put back in 
figure skating.’’ 

While Lipinski proved as ebullient 
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Michelle Kwan performing the routmethat got her a sfiver medal. 


a winner as she had been a skater, for her was a stinging defeat, 
bopping up and down in the kiss- and- “You’ve got to enjoy everything 

cry area after learning the judges had while it lasts,” Kwan said. “I think all 
awarded her a 6-3 victory, Kwan of us have to crane off the rink happy 
offered a classy acceptance of what and enjoying the momenL” 


Germany Leads 
In Rainy Race 


By Darren Samuelsohu 

New York Tunes Smite 


• nZUNA KOGEN, Japan — A cold, 
chiving rain kicked in midway through 
the first heat of the four-man bobsled 
Ffriday, gutting short fee day’s sched- 
ule. 

■ Instead of running two heats, fee jury 
decided to cancel the second and reduce 
fee event from four runs to three. The 
final two runs will be raced as scheduled 
Saturday, when sunshine is forecast 
j -The cancellation is the first since fee 
Grenoble Olympics of 1968, when or- 
ganizers had to cut fee competition to 




two heats after a sudden thaw. Although 
medals here wifi be awarded on the basis 
offeree runs, according to bobsled rules, 
two heats are all that's necessary. 

-This is fee second unusual turn for fee 
bobsled competition at these Games. 
Earlier in fee week in fee rwo-man event, 
Italy and Canada tied for first on identic- 
al-aggregate times for four heats and 
were awarded dual gold medals. The last 
time two teams finished in a dead heat 
was also in- 1968, but in those Olympics 
fee rules handed the gold to the team 
wife the lowest time in a single beac. 

Germany 2. driven by Christoph Lan- 
gen, led after the only run Friday. Bri- 
tain 1 was second. 

Britain I, which was driven by Sean 
Olsson, set a course starting record of 
4.83 seconds that was equaled by the 
American sled steered by Brian S [timer 



TV’s Scripting Is Killing Olympic Thrills 


I biiH Ifiiflip/lV JSw 

The U^. four-man bobsled team sprinting into the start of its heat Friday. 


and later broken by Germany 1. 


Olsson’s team set a high standard, 
finishing in 52.77 seconds. That wasn't 


topped until the uinfe sled, when Lan- 
gen broke the start record wife a 4.78- 
second effort. The German sled went on 
to set a course record, finishing in 52.70 
seconds. Britain 1 was 7 hundredths of a 


second behind and Sweden 2 was third, 
18 hundredths back. 

Water accumulated inside fee track 
and made the course choppy for teams 
racing later in fee first beat 


International Herald Tribune 

B OSTON — The two-dimension- 
al Olympics have been disap- 
pointing. 

Three-dimeusioaaUy, for those com- 
peting in Japan or roaming in and out of 
fee fine clean arenas to watch, feey have 
probably been wondrous. But on Amer- 
ican television, these last Winter 
Olympics of fee millennium have had 
all fee impact of a Hollywood B movie. 
Much of the blame sits wife the pro- 
ducers of American television. 

Altogether, it has been like one of 
these productions that names five or six 
screenwriters in the opening credits and 
then turns out to have no plot. Indeed, it 
must be an American disease — to 
spend S375 million on a classic event, as 
CBS, the U.S. network, did to possess 
fee exclusive American rights to fee 
Nagano Olympics — only to remove fee 
elemeats of fee story feat might have 
made it interesting. 

This is 1 not about CBS in particular. 
All of fee American networks have 
committed fee same crime. These 
Olympics produced lower-fean-expec- 
ted ratings and free commercial time for 
advertisers who w ere not delivered fee 
promised audience. But that is the least 
of fee problems that leave -you won- 
dering about the future of fee Olympic 
movement, whose destiny is tied to 
American television and sponsors. 

The real problem is one of hoarding. 
Last week, for example, a tremendous 
story blared from the mountain top as 
Picabo Street, America’s most dynamic 
skier, won the Super-G gold medal. 

Rather than huny her Olympic vic- 
tory onto fee air where good news be- 
longs. CBS hid her race from public 
view for almost 24 hours. 

The logic of the decision, apparently. 


In America/\ an Thomsen 


is that it allowed CBS to retain exclusive 
rights to fee pictures. Competing net- 
works were prevented from showing 
highlights of Street’s victory for those 24 
hours. Scrooge would have understood. 

In fee reality of fee day after, however, 
when the race finally was televised, no 
one was all that interested in seeing 
Picabo Street. Everyone had already 
read about her in the morning papers. 

What a revelation these Olympics 
have been for newspapers. CBS spent 
all that money, and on three big stories 
— Street, the victory of Hermann Maier 
a few days after his shot-out-of-a-can- 
non crash in fee downhill and fee gold- 
medal triumph of the Japanese ski- 
jumping team — the network was 
scooped by the newspapers. Did anyone 


beautifully in its live coverage. In the 
Olympics, suspense builds naturally. Be- 
cause opportunities for a gold medal are 
so rare and valuable, fee best Olympic 
competitions become displays of human 
nature boiled down to the elements. You 
don't need some kind of director wife a 
megaphone manipulating fr. 

Because of fee difference in time 
zones and fee postponements of many 
outdoor events, CBS had no choice but 
to broadcast a lot of events after fee fact 
But in other cases it ignored fee op- 
portunity to go with a live, potentially 
dramatic event, to see it through and dare 



: 




fee audience to stay up late watching. 




believe this was possible anymore? 

‘ jf cm ' 


CBS sends thousands of employees 
to Japan, covers every venue wife more 
surveillance cameras than you'll find in 
fee richest bank, and by fee time they get 
around to showing the best stories, I 
already know what’s happened because 
I read about it in a stone-age medium. 

For fee kind of money CBS pays, fee 
network needs to pull in huge audiences. 
At fee same time, the U.S. networks 
have this feeling that fee American 
audience doesn’t want to know about 
fee Japanese ski jumpers or the alpine 
champion from Austria. The networks 
believe feat fee non-American stories 
have to be explained to the American 
audience and spelled oul The universal 
elements are belabored and circled and 
underlined. In the end, what you have is 
fee Hollywood treatment of a Hem- 
ingway novel.' 

CBS has presented fee Olympics 


I’m sure there are all sorts of reasons 
for this kind of behavior — demograph- 
ics, market research, ratings sweeps. 
But I also know this: Sports around fee 
world are driven by television because 
live sports and news are the only events 
feat draw large international audiences. 
The key is live coverage. Once fee result 
is known, forget about iL 

The Olympics, alarmingly, are being 
taken in the direct opposite path. The 
American networks want fee appearance 
of being in full, scripted control -of the 
events, when instead it would be much 
more attractive if feey were straggling 
breathlessly to keep up r to pat ont events 
live, when they really mean something. 

For a new generation of American 
sports fans being raised on live, dra- 
matic, disposable television — ‘ click- 
clicking from one channel to the next- — 
today's version of fee Olympics prob- 
ably seems irrelevant, if not dulL 






fan Thomsen is a senior writer for 
Sports Illustrated magazine 
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Italian Makes 
It Look So Easy 

3 Games, 3 Golds for Compagnoni 


By Christopher Clarey 

NewYorl Times Sen-ice 
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NAGANO, Japan A 

dark-haired, charismatic 
Italian Alpine skier who 
trains alone and is more pop- 
ular at home than any other 
athlete won another Olympic 
gold medal Friday. 

Alberto Tomba? Think 
again: Tomba did not even 
finish his first race Thursday. 

The Italian champion in 
question is Deborah Com- 
pagnoni, the 27-year-old who 

AtaPIW Skmi io 

has become as integral a pan 
of Olympic lore as her older, 
more flamboyant country- 
man. 

With her crushing victory 
in Friday’s giant slalom in 
wet and difficult conditions 
on Mount Higashidate, Com- 
pagnoni became the first skier 
— woman or man — to win 
Alpine golds in three differ- 
ent Olympics. This was her 
second consecutive gold in 
the Olympic giant slalom. 

“I don’t know why I al- 
ways win the big races,” 
Compagnoni said. ”1 think 
maybe it’s because I am calm. 
That is ray character, and I 
plan the whole season for the 
most important event. 1 know 
how ro make priorities.” 

Alexandra Meissnitzer of 
Austria took the silver with a 
combined time that was 1.81 
seconds behind the Italian’s 
winning total of 2 minutes 


50-50 seconds; Katja Seizing- 
er of Germany won the 
bronze in 2:52.61 for her third 
medal of these Games. 

Compagnoni won the su- 
per-G in 1992 and the giant 
slalom in 1994 and 1998, and 
though the two-year gap be- 
rween the Albertville Games 
and Lillehammer Games cer- 
tainly made her streak more 
accessible than for some of 
her predecessors. Compagn- 
oni has had to overcome 
plenty of handicaps. 

She has undergone four op- 
erations on her knees and an- 
other for an intestinal block- 
age that was endangering her 
life. She also has had a serious 
kidney infection. 

She can no longer put her 
knees through a standard 
training regimen, but what she 
can do is handle pressure and 
steep, technically difficult 
slopes with stunning facility. 
The race Friday was the latest 
example. While other skiers 
were struggling to find their 
edges and rhythm, particu- 
larly in the tough bottom half 
of the first and second courses, 
Compagnoni maintained her 
speed and fluidity despite oc- 
casionally poor visibility. 

At the end of the first run, 
she led Sophie LeFranc of 
France by nearly one second. 
Her German rivals, Hilde 
Gerg and Martina EnJ, were 
even further back after strug- 
gling in the conditions. By the 
time Compagnoni launched 
herself down the course in the 
second run. all she needed 
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Deborah Compagnoni on her way to becoming the first person to win Alpine golds in three different Olympics. 


was a respectable effort to win 
the gold. She came up with a 
much belter run than that, and 
in the end, her margin of vic- 
tory was the biggest in the 
Olympic giant slalom since 
Nancy Greene of Canada won 
by 2.64 seconds in 1968. 

**I was tired bv the end. but 


that second run was really 
healthful,” said Compagn- 
oni, who lost the gold in 
Thursday's slalom to Gerg by 
six- hundredths of a second. 

The giant slalom is now 
Compagnoni ’s signature 

event. She won nine straight 
races in the discipline before 


Enl put an end to her streak 
last month. 

In 1 992, she tore ligaments 
in her left knee in the giant 
slalom the day after she won 
the super-G gold in Alber- 
tville, letting out a scream that 
made her more famous in 
Italy than her medal. Two 


years later, after winning in 
Lillehammer. she cried for 
her friend Ulrike Maier, the 
Austrian skier who had died 
in a downhill crash shortly 
before the Olympics. 

This victory was consid- 
erably less emotional. In- 
stead. it was simply historic. 



Japan Abdicates Its Throne to Norway 


By Nesha Starcevic 

The Asm s Uned Prey s 
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A triumphant Lundberg crossing the finish line Friday. 


HAKUBA, Japan — In front of the 
emperor of Japan, the four members of 
Norway’s team proved they were the 
kings of the Nordic combined Friday. 

With rain pouring on the Snow Harp 
course, the Norwegian quartet cruised 
home to take the gold medal away from 
Japan, which had won the team title in 
the last two Olympics. 

The Japanese downfall began on the 
first day of the event, the ski-jumping 
portion Thursday, when they produced 
only one jump that exceeded 90 me- 
ters. 

SJd jumping is usually the strength of 
the Japanese team, but this time they 
came into the 20- kilometer relay in 
fourth place. Japan finished fifth behind 
the powerful teams from Scandinavia 
and other European nations. 

Fred Boeire Lundberg, the individual 
champion in Lillehammer four years 
ago, was so far ahead that he waved a 


large Norwegian flag in triumph long 
before the finish. 

Norway finished in 54 minutes, 1 1 .5 
seconds — i : 1 8.9 ahead of Finland and 
1:41.9 ahead of France. Austria was 
fourth, while Japan finished 2:07.3 be- 
hind the winners. 

“We had too much to do after our 
performances in the jumping." said 
Kenji Ogiwara, who was on the Japanese 

Nordic Combined 

lineups that triumphed in 1992 and 1994. 
“We tried our best, especially for the 
supporters. If we'd have jumped better, 
we may have had a chance of a 
bronze." 

Ogiwara, the world champion last 
year, anchored a Japanese team that in- 
cluded his twin brother, Tsugiharu; 
Satoshi Mori, and Gen Tomii. 

Norway quickly overtook Finland, 
with Halldor Skard blazing past Samppa 
Lajunen. whose huge leap of 94.5 meters 
gave his team top place in the ski jump 


and a four-second head start in the race. 

Skard gave his team a II. 6-second 
lead and Kenneth Braaten, Vik and Lun- 
dberg steadily increased the gap. 

“My job was to catch Samppa. I was 
really nervous, because 1 didn’t know how 
fast he is in the 5K." Skard said. “I 
succeeded to leave him behind 20 meters in 
the last uphill and held on in the finish.” 

Samppa said he had fallen ill with 
fever the night before the race and also 
woke up with iL "I was very tired in the 
finish,” he said. 

Jari Mantilla, Tapio Nurmela and Han- 
nu Manninen never threatened the Nor- 
wegians but preserved Finland’s silver. 

The French quartet, only sixth alter 
the ski jumping, benefited from the ex- 
perience of Sylvain Guillaume, who 
opened the leg, and the anchorman 
Fabrice Guy. Nicolas Bal and Ludovic 
Roux completed the foursome. 

Guy and Guillaume finished 1-2 be- 
fore home fans in Albertville. Guy had 
briefly lost third place to Austria’s Felix 
Gottwald. 


Olympic Scoreboard 
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Country Standinos 
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B Total 

Germany 

10 

9 

8 

27 

Ruszfa 

9 

5 

2 

16 

Nanny 

8 

B 

5 

21 

Unrtcd States 

6 

3 

4 

13 

Canada 

5 

5 

4 

14 

Nettwrfonds 

5 

4 

2 

11 

Japan 

4 

1 

2 

8 

Austria 

3 

5 

7 

15 

Italy 

2 

6 

2 

10 

Finland 

2 

4 

5 

11 

France 

2 

1 

A 

7 

StMzeriand 

2 

1 

3 

6 

South Korea 

2 

0 

1 

3 

Bulgaria 

J 

0 

0 

1 

Quia 

0 

4 

1 

5 

Crech Repubfe 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Sweden 

a 

1 

1 

2 

Denmark 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Ukraine 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Belarus 

0 

0 

2 

2 


0 

0 

2 

2 

AustraBa 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Belgium 

0 

0 

1 

1 


ALPINE SKIING 


wonn'i «uu*r ojulom 

FINAL 

1. Deborah Compagnoni Italy, i fcSJLSJ. 

2. Meuutdra Mafewttzez, Austria, 23239 
1 Ko*i Sehsnger, Germcmy. tSZfit 

4 Marita Era, Germany. 23232; 5. Sophie 
Letrenc France 2532ft 6. Hehfl Zuitrfegerv 
Switzerland, 25L61; 7. Anna OITowon. Swe- 
den. 253J1,- 8. Sabina PanmtnL ffntv. 
9. BtaBHeefc Liechtenstein, Z517ft 

Andrtne Flemmen, Nonwy, 224M 11. 
PwnBta Wlb«D Sweden, 12. Marta 
Rfentfa Contreras. Spakv ZS&S4) 13. HiMe 
Gwg, Gennorry, 2:558ft 14 Martina Fcrtto- 
nt Sweden, &6J&- 15. Stefcnto Schuster, 
■ Austria, £5641; 16. Karin RateftSwttreriwd, 
254.941 17. Alenko Dovznn. Skweakh 257.35; 
18. UrJui Hrwal Stoenta, 257 44 19. 
CotfiMte Bondi, Suftwrtoml £384ft 20. 
Natao BofcnL Slovenia, 2584* 20. Chri*- 
Snne MMmabncb Austria. 25E4& 2Z Kris* 
toe Kritttancn. Nonwy, 25E7T; 21 Karen 
Pwzec Kofy, 2 &M 21 Jotilcn KoJteflo 
Croatia, 25909: 25. Kazufn toed* Japm 
35071; 26. Tarjo PmifloMav Finland, 
1 27. Kufflto .Koshhwgi. Japan, 

’ 351.91^20 J trite Parisian, Ui. 35Q.7& 29. 
JmfaYa M ta w ns Japan, 35PJ& 30. Regtno 
Germany, 3&SJ) 31. I to Abate 
tidvtelujtbtt Monlltn Kovod. Hungry, 
*1554 33. Jana NKotowte, AtacedMte 


3J9.97; 34. Soho Mktrioti, Greece, 3^Z2Ct 
Isolde Kostner, Italy, DNS; YirDa Kiyglna 
KankhstiBT, DNS; Vote KhorUvska 
Ukraine, DNS: Sonia Net, Switzerland. DNF; 
Lefc Piccard Franca 0NF; Ana GaOhdo 
Santotaria Spate DNFi Ytvo Nowed Swe- 
den, DNF; Speia Pretnac Slovenia, DNFj 
A lnftoa Ibarra Astekura, Spate DNF; Cor- 
oflne Lafrve. US, DNF; Lucie ‘Hrstkova. 
Oh* Republic DNF; Tamara Schoedta 
UecMenstein, DNF; ingNrorg Marked Nor 
way. DNF; Nortyo HkaL Japan. DNF; Diana 
Fete UecMenstein, DNF; Sophie Ormond, 
Britain. DNF; Carota Caledd Argentina, 
DNF; Vicky Graa, Andorra DNF; Theodora 
Mattilesea laeland DNF; Henna Rolta Fin- 
land DNF; Bryn [a ThoreMnsdrtfe Iceland 
DNF; Artona Boras. Bosnia DNF; Katrine 
Hvtdsteea Denmork. DNF; Sarah ScMeper. 
U5. DNF; Alexandra Shatter: U.S. DNF. 


BOBSLED 


NSHUWHUTHN 

1. Germany 2 (Chrhtoph Langerc Markus 
Zknmarmaniv Maro Jakobs Ofat HarapeO, 
S2JDZ Brttatn I (Sear Otssore Dean Ward 
Courtney Runbolt; Paul Attwood), 52J7; a 
Switzerland 2 (ChrttHan ReWe Steve Andor- 
hub; Tbomas Handschln; Cedric Grand), 
SZSS t A United States 1 (Brian Shknec 
Nathan Minton ill; Randy Jones Garrett 

Hines), 5Z91 5. umrto 1 (SamtePrusIsEBb 

BokR Janb CUnts Janis EWwL 5298; 6. 
Austria 1 (Hubert Schooser: Pater Leism i»8er: 
Erwin Amokt MarSn Scftuetzenooeri, Slitt 
7. Germany 1 (Hants Cnakdr Torsten Vass 
Slefien Gowmer: Alexander SzeSn), 53.12; B. 
Switzerland 1 (Marcel Rohnee Markus 
NiMH* Markus Wanes Beat SdU,53.1Dl 
France 1 (Bruno jwbigcan; Emmanuel 
Hostatte Eric Le Ouuorqs M<K Robert), 
5113; 10. Conodo 1 (Pierre Luedeas Rkmtto 
Greenldge Jack Pyc David MocEachem). 
53.14 li. Canada 2 Chris Lott Ben Hinder 
Matt Hincte Ian Damtey). 5352; II C zech 
Repot; Be i (Pavel Puskas Peter Kondrab 
Pavel Potormky; Jan KbManJ, SU1; TIRus- 
dal (PaveiOteheglovsklj Alewd SeSuenfcw 
Vti&skN PosswUdn; Konslanfin Demin), 
5172: 14. Japan 1 (Noom* Ttdewakb HFroaki 
Ohiite TakosMOhoitMasanortlnourt. Ou® 
IS. United States 2 titer Herfterfcfe Dm*t 
Steate John (tospec Robert Oie»n),53.74;14. 
Holy 1 (Guenther Huber Antonio TertogWE 
Massfmfltana Rots Macs MendKnD, 5184 
17. Ainhto 2 [Kmt EtaMneB Thomas Bach- 
ted Georg Koflnec^ Mfchaef Mwoflerfc S2fll 
IB. Norway 1 lAmftnn Krtsttansera Jaw 
Date Peter lOdat Doflflmi Aarsterg). 53.» 
19. Japan 2 (TaaNo WoWte Yoeuo Nobo> 
mum; Toshlyo Dnod® ShlnP AaNk sm» 
Mr 2 (fWt/tfo Tostrib AraJrao Pds Da Utt- 
ers Enrico Caste Sersto ChlawW. 5407; 
21. Jamaica 1 (Dwfloy Sto>»» WIraten Waft 


Neban Stokes; Wayne Thomas), 54.41; XL 
Poland 1 (Toman Zyta; Dawld Kopayk; 
krzyszkrf Sienko.- Tomasz K. Gatin). 54.71; 
23. Australia 1 (Jason GJabht Scott Wolicr 
Ted P trig faze; Adorn Sarday). S4J2i 24. Ro- 
mania t (Ftorion Enocha Morton Chltescu; 
lutton Poctokmu; MBtol Oumttrascu). 5501; 
25. Hungary 1 (Nicholas Frankt Peter PaBok 
Zsott Zsorabor, Bettoton Pinteri. 55.14, 26. 
Bosnio-Hefzeoovta 1 (Zoran Sokotovic: NJ- 
had Momeiedzfto; Erfin Krupolila Mono 
FranW. SSJte 27. Taiwan 1 (Sun Kuang- 
ndng; Doh AAaw-Sheng; Qtang Mau-sarv 
Cheng Jin-shan), 5530:28. Monaco 1 (Albert 
GrimaMk Pascal Comto; Jean- Francois 
Calmes; Gilbert Bess I), 555ft 29. Iretond 1 
(Jeff Pamplira Simon Unscterid- Gcny Paw- 
ee Terry McHugh), 5SJ9; 30. u5. Virgin Is- 
lands I (Keith Sudztotskk Christian Brown.- 
Paul Zbjt Jeff Kromenhoek), 55.BO 31. 
Greecel (GrogSebold AnosiostosPopokon- 
stanttnou; Pmer Kototnunn: John-Andrew 
Kam bants). 55.94 ; 32. Puerto Rico 1 (Liston 
BocheMs Jorae Bonnet Jose Femm Joseph 
Keosseton).5&45. 


CROSS COUNTRY 


WOMIN'S SO KM 

FINAL 

I. Ytito Tchepaftwa. Russia !J2Z1£ 

Z Stef ante Betmonda Italy, 1:22:11.7. 

3. Larissa Lazutina Russia 1:23:15.7. 

*. Elln NIRen, Norway. I J4JJ5. S. Yelena 
Voalbe. Russia, l;74:52&- 6. Maria Thcrnt 
Austria 1:2434.1 7. Brittle Albrecht 
Switzerland 125:15.08 8. Inna Torononko 
Terete. Ukraine. 12522J: 9. Merit MftVd- 
sptoss. Norway. 12526.9; 10. GabrieJta 
Paruzzk Italy, 126.-06.Q 1 1 . Antomna Ordina 
Sweden, 126H3A 12. Elena Slnkovilch Bc- 
iorus, 127.15.3! 11 Olfld DotSwh Russia 
12400.1; 14. Vaierdyna ShevcAentox 
Ukraine 12820 A 15. Jaroslava Bukvalova 
Stavakid 12821. ft 14. Kail WWirim Ger- 
many. 12927 J; 17. Sophie Vllleneuva, 
France. I2&57.& 1ft Nokno Lotrn Slove- 
nia, 129:104; 19. Ma| Sarkmo, Norway, 
129:162: 20. Antanetta Contorts la. Italy, 
129J1A- 21. Suetteno Deshevykh, Kazak- 
Staa 129-Aftl; 22. Karine PWlIpPOL France. 
VJ95U/21 KdtetVto Hanusova Czech Re- 
public, 12939.9; 24. Natosria Leonard!, 
Switzerland 13021 A 25. AlZbeto Havnjrv 
dkova StowflUa. 1 203BA 26. Anke SCfHJtZi, 
Germany, 1 30 24 * 27. Etena Goyasovo 
Ukraine. 121:01Jk 2B. Irina NlkoultcWna 
Bulgaria !2lriU.7; 29. Crislel Vafltn, Es- 
tonia, 121:092; 3ft Sveluna Shishkina, 
Kazakstan, 131:39.7; 31. Constanrc Blum 
Germany. 131:52.9; 33. Sumfta Yokoyama 
Japan 132343; 31 BemodeM Ptotrawsko, 
Poland, I3Z374, 34. Monica Lazaret Ro- 
manic, 13241.7; 35. Zuzana Kocumova 


Czech Republic 13232.1; 36. Laura Wibore 
Kctchum, Idaho, 133:10.4 37. Anelte Fon- 
qvtet Sweden. 1:33:1 ft7; 3ft Midori Furu- 
sawa Japan. 1:33:162.- 39. Kumiko Yokoya- 
ma. Japan, 133:19.7; 40. Oxana VbKkaya, 
Kazakstan. 1 :33234 41 . Kerrtn Paly, United 
States. 133:473; 42. Svetlana Kamotskaya. 
Belarus. 1:33314 43 Suzanne King, Min- 
neapolis, 134.-01 .ft 44. Ludmilla KoroOk. Be- 
larus, J34.-074 45. Korin Saeferitvbt Swe- 
den 134:15.1; 46. Krirtlna Smigun. Estonia 
134:18.1; 47. Irina Skripnlk, Betonis. 
1 34*384 4ft Onne Kurg. Eslonta, 13459.9; 

49. Lauta McCabe. United Slates, 13539.9; 

50. Milla Jauha Fintond 135392:51 . Bectoe 
Scott Canada 1*35:474 52. Olga Selezneva 
htozak5tarv 136304* 51 Anzeta Brice. 
Latvia 137384 54. Sara Renner. Canada 
I -40-14 a- 55. Kazimtore srroUene, Uthuanla 
1:40*57.9,* 56. Morto-OdSe Raymond Canada 
l.'4IJ)7i 57. Inara Rudka Latvia IM 324 
5ft Alta MMayekOt Armenia 1-A4.-034- NR. 
Anita Nyman Flnkmd, did n« start NR. An, 
rrtcV PionH France, did not start; NR. Kail 
SundavtsL Fintond did not start NR. Jaime 
Fortier, Canada did not start NR. Tomoml 
Otoka Japan did not start NR. Trudo Oy- 
bendart Hortz. Norway, did no! finish; NR. 
Kann Moroder, Holy, dd not llnish; NR. Dora- 
to Kwmny. Potona did not finish; NR. Anna 
Slipcnko. Ukraine, rfid not finish; NR. 
Morweto Henkel Germany, did not finish. 


FIGURE SKATING 


124 22. 22.0); 23. Mofco Kapoo Sloven ta, 
34.0 (21 11 ft; 21 23.0); 24. Shlrene Human 
South Africa 355 (2X 11424, 243); 25. Ivana 
Jakupcevta. Croatia DO; 24 Helena Grund- 
berg, Sweden, DO; 27. Tony Bombanfieri, 
Italy, Da 28. Sofia Pcnfcova Buigarta DQ. 


ICE HOCKEY 


Origtoal and Free program to parwitheM*. 

1 . Toto Up Inski. United Slaton 10 (2, t .Ot 1, 
1J1). 

Z MKhonc Kwan U nlted States, 25 (1. 04 
Z2J5). 

1 L a Chon Chi rid 5.0 3-OJ. 

4. Marta Butyrskaya Russia 55 ft 14 4, 
43); 5. Irina Slutskaya Russia 75 (i 24 5, 
SJD; 4 Vanessa Gusmeroft France, 10.0 A 
4ft a 401; 7. Yelena Sokolova Rusks 110 
(Id 5ft 7, 7JM; ft Tatyana Malinina Uzbek- 
Isnn 125 (9,44 ft 9. Etana Uoshenka 
Ukraine, 135 (7, 34 ia IftO); 10. Swya 
Barnty, France, MJ) A 3Jk 11, 1131; 11, 
Yulia Lavrenchuk. Ukndnv 145 (IS, 74 9, 
MV 12. Joanne Cotton Allstate, 175 tn, 
54 12. 125); ll Shtzuko Arakowa, Japan, 
21.0 H4, 7ft 14, 14J0; 14 Jute Ijtirtawa 
Austria 235 (21, 104 13, 13J»; 15. Julia 
Sebestyen. Hungary, 245 (lfc 94 IS, IfJfl.- 
16 . Yute Vorobicva Azeibofiaa 25,0 UB.9A 
14 140); 1 7. Nfcote Bobek. United States. 255 
(1 7, BA 1 7. 17.0); lft Lenka Kulowia Czech 
Republic, 240 (16, 8ft 1& IftW; 19. Anno 
Rcdtnia Poland, 265 HI 64 2ft 20.0); X. 
Laelttta Hilbert France, 27J) (12, 6.0: 21. 
21.0); 21. ADso Drat Finland 293 Cffl. 10ft 
19, 19J»; 22. Marta Andrade, Spalrv 34.0 Q4, 


Czech Repubte 9 0 10-1 

Ctmada 0 0 10-1 

(Orach Republic wins 1-0 In shootout) 
1st Period— Hone. 2nd Period— None. 3rd 
Ported— 1, CZ.-J. Stegr (P. Patera). Z C-T. 
Unden (E. Undrasj. Ovurtkne— Nona 
Shootaat— Cr-R. ReicheL Shots an 

Gout— C l- 5-144-1-28. C- 3-1 14-5-25. 
Guaiies— Ci-D. Hasek (25-24). C-P. Roy 
(28-27). 

Russia 2 2 3—7 

FUaad 0 3 1-4 

IS Period— 1, R.-P. Bure (A. Zhomnov) (pp). 
2. R.-P. Bure (D. Mironov). 2nd Period— 3, R.- 
P. Bura 4 F.-R. Heimlnai U Lind). 4 F.-K. 
Rintanen (J. Kunt K. TTmorten) 4 F.-T. Se- 
tartnelS.KoivaJ.KunO, (pp).7,R.-A.2ham- 
nov IA. Zhftnik), (pp). 3rd Pertod-ft F.-S. 
Kokru (T. Setanne). 9. R.-A. Kovalenko <S. 
Fedorov), lft R.-P. Bure. 11. R.-P. Bure (A. 
Yashta. B. Mironov), (en). Shots on Goal— R.- 
8-4-9—21. F.- 9-15-8—32. Saafies-R-M. 
Shtatankov (32-28). F.-J.My*ys Ql-14). 


NORDIC COMBINED 


SOMCMMCdUlinriMI 

1. Switzerland (Marta ZaractJrL 13334 
Andl Hartinana 13333; Jean. Yves Cuendei 
13j414Ur5Kwa 1231.9), 53^04 ft Norway 
(HaRdar Slant 13384 Kenneth Braaten 
1339.1; Bfarto Vik, 13:40.1; Fred Lundberg, 
1115J), 54034 1 Fiance (SytvoJn GuR- 
loume, 13j*5 ft Nicetas Bal 13304 Ludoufc 
Raux, 14ft52r Fabrice Guy, 13315), 5*424 
* Germany (Matthias Loom, 1* 2 43; Runny 
Aekermana 1338ft- Thomten SchmBi 
1S44.7; Jens Detmel 1339.7). 55.ft7.ft 5. Fin- 
land (Samppa La}unen 1358ft Jari MantHa 
14314 Tapta Nurroeta, 13*535; Hannu Man- 
ninefb 13:175), 55304 ft United States CB4H 
Demons Tim Tetraaeft Dave Jarrell Todd 
Lodwkk], 55534 7. Japan (TsugShoro Ogi- 
wra. 13554 Satoshi Mart, 14344 Gen 
Tamil 1 4MSi KwH Ogiwara, 13:108), 
5537ft 8. Austria (Christoph Ettgen. 14:134 
Christoph BleH 1*51 ft Mario Stecher, 
13:42ft Fete Ganwald. 11125), 5ftft04 9. 
Russia (VlddWr LyHerte, 13584 Vrriery 
StaBarov, 1*19.9; Alexet Fadeov, 14334 
Omitril Sinitzyn. 11293). 56^1 ft 10 Czech 
Republic (Marefc Rurasek. 14304 Milan 


Kuceta 13:27 a Jan Matvra. 1419ft’ 
Udrstov Rygl 11183). 5635.7; 11. Estonia 
(Ago Maricvardt 1530.1; Jens Salumae. 
15334 Tumbet POdor. 15KU4 Magnar 
Freimufto 13:4351. 59:11.9. 

FINAL 

1. Norway (HafldarSkarrt Kenneth Braat- 
ere Bjarte Vita Fred Lundberg), 0.0—0, 
225 ft (hOft 1 5*035). 5*1 1 5 minutes. 

2. Finland (Sorappo Lojuneit Jari AAonttkc 
Tapta Nurmeta; Hannu Mnnnmen). 1:18.9 
behind — (1, 2264 0:0ft S 55304), 55304 

3. France (Syfvaiit Guiflcume Nicotas Bob 
Ludovic Rome Fabrice Guy), 141 .9 — (ft 
215.4 1:11; ft 5*424. 5S334 

4. Austria [Christoph Eug ere Christoph Biet- 
ea Mario Stechec Fete Gottwald). 133.1 — 
a 225.9. 0JU & 5*304. 5*044 5. Japan 
(Tsugihonr Ogiwrsc; Satoshi Mors Gen 
Tomis Kenji Ogrwara), 2tf7 3 — (5 223ft 
031; 7. 55373). 5&I84 ft Germany 
[Mtdthias Loan; Ranny Ackermann.- 
Thorsten Schmitt Jens Deimel), 2:1 05 — a 
215ft 1 :14 4 S5.-07.0L 5632ft 7. Switzerland 
IMorcoZamcctaAndiHartmonKJeorbYves 
Cuendet Urs Kunz). 230.1 — (10. 199ft 331; 
1, 53*40 A), 5*414 & Czech Republic (Marek 
Flumsete Mfian Kucenu Jon Maturtc 
LOdrstav Rygl), 2 332 — (4 225.1. 0 Sfri lft 
5635.7), 57.-047; 9. Russia (Vtodlow Lyss- 
eeites Valery Stolionne Alexei Fadeov: DmlDfl 
Sinitzyn). 432.7- (B. 23642:11 9, 5*213), 
58343; 10. United States (BO Demon* Tim 
TctreouH. Dove Jorrert. Todd LodwtOO. 
437.1 — (9,201ft 2«i** 55334. 58384 It. 
Estonia (Ago MotKvmtte Jens Salumae; 
Tambet Pikkar; Magnar Freimuth), 931 A — 
(1 1. 1874 431; 1 1. 59:1 1 .9), 133323. 


SPEED SKATING 


WOKIN'S S.OOO MTOS 
FWAL 

1. CEaiMfio Pechstein Germany *5?4). 

2. Gunter NlenKnvn-St i inenw n n. Germany, 
639 AS. 

3. LyudroDa Prokasheva, Kazakstan 
7:1T.1* 

* Barbara Dr Loon Netheriands, 7:1 1 JU S. 
Tonny DcJang,NeihrriiiRds. 7:1 237; ft Carta 
Zitetra Netttertaods, 7:128ft 7. KtosUn 
Hoium, Waukesha Ws- 7.142ft B. Eimse 
Hunyody. Austria 7:153ft 9. Elena Betd, 
Italy. 7. IS3& 10. Jennifer Rodriguez. Mtamt 
7:1678; 11. Mie Uchara, Japan, 731.72; 12. 
Svetlana Vysolwa Russia, 732.1ft ll 
Anelte Tonsberg, Nonwy, 7383ft 14 Heike 
Wanrfcke, Germany. 7308ft 15. Nam, Nema- 
ta Japan 736. 77: NR. TcUanaTrapeznitawo, 
Russia, DNS. 


Rookie Adds Gold 
To Russian Hoard 


By Robert Millward 

7 fee* .4 aucureJ Pros 

HAKUBA. Japan — The 
sting of being left off Russia's 
cross-country relay team 
angered Yulia Chepalova, an 
Olympic rooltie. Ir also may 
have helped her win a gold 
medal. 

Chepalova was so upset, 
she cried after not being se- 
lected for ‘the 20-kilometer 

Cross-Country 

(32-mile) relay, which the 
Russians won. 

■*I got a bit cross,” the 21- 
year-old said. “But then 1 
thought, 4 Who cares about the 
relay? I'U show them what I 
can do.'” 

She did that Friday by ral- 
lying in the final quarter to 
win the 30-kilometer race, 
giving Russia a history-mak- 
ing sweep of the gold in the 
five women's events. 

Chepalova, who is trained 
by her father, overcame the 
1 992 gold medalist, Stefania 
Belmondo, to win. 

Belmondo led for three 
quarters of the race, which 
was held in steady rain at the 
Snow Harp course. She 
looked as though she would 
make it three straight victo- 
ries in the 30-kilometerevem 
for the Italians. 

But Chepolova began to 
cut into Belmondo’s lead by 
as much as 14.2 seconds. 
Chepolova reduced that to 6.8 
by (he 22.3-kilomeier mark. 

After she went to the front, 
Chepolova opened up a 6.8- 
second lead with 3.7 kilome- 


ters to go. The slightly built" 
Italian was usable to produce - 
her trademark fast finish and i 
the Russian pulled away at the - 
end. 

Chepolova, a newcomer io < 
the powerful Russian team,' 
finished in one hour, 22, 
minutes, 01 .5 seconds. 

Belmondo finished 10.2" 
seconds behind, and Larissa- 
Lazutina, another Russian,; 
won the bronze medal. 

“I was surprised when I; 
was told that the gap was clos- ! 
ing with every kilometer/’ ■ 
Chepalova said. 

”1 wanted to win, bull was* 
pretty sure that Stefania was! 
stronger and I was hoping for • 
second,” she said, 

“There was a time going! 
up on a long uphill when I; 
thought I wouldn't even make ! 
the podium,” Chepalova* 
said. "On the last downhill,! 
they told me that there was a • 
9-second difference. My dad ; 
told me 1 could do it, so 1 gave • 
it everything.” . ■; 

Chepalova turned to her fa-l! 
ther tor instruction after; 
breaking away from the na-! 
tional coach, Alexander* 
Grushin. 

Lazutina, winner of three- 
gold medals, one silver and ; 
one bronze here, is another’ 
Grushin defector. 

Russia's other individual! 
title here wem to Olga 
Danilova, who triumphed in ! 
the 15 -kilometer but finished . 
out of the top 10 Friday. ’ 

Belmondo, whose strong ! 
Iasi leg helped win a bronze - 
for Italy in the 20-kilometer ! 
relay, tfiis time went out too ■ 
fast. 
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DAVE BARRY 


The Sky Is Falling 


In Paris’s Underworld, 



‘ A*i 




M IAMI — Recently, while visiting New York City (Civic 
Motto: ‘-‘I Got Yer Civic Motto Right Here**), I saw an 
ala rmi ng article in The New York Times, which is a news- 
paper up there, stating dial large chunks of masonry were 
falling off some of the older buildings. As bad luck would have 
it in such a crowded city, several of these chunks, tragically, 
failed to land on George Steinbrenner. 

The Tunes article quoted experts as saying that the solution 
to the falling-chunks problem was to inspect old b uildings . 
That is the stupidest thing I ever heard. Inspections are not the 
answer. With falling chunks, as with so man y problems 
afflicting modem urban society, the only lasting solution is to 
identify, and correct, the “root cause'’ of the problem. And 
that cause is: gravity. 

I have been following this issue for many years, and in my 
opinion, gravity is getting worse than ever. For example, last 
year several hundred alert readers sent me articles from 


By Maiy Blume 

International Herald Tribune 


P ARIS — The traditional lonely 
howl of the accordion in the 


corridors of the Metro has been 
augmented in recent years by a 
cacophony of electric guitars, Af- 
rican drums. Peruvian pipes and 
chamber music groups playing 
rock, ethnic music and, in the 
classier sites, the inevitable Canon 
of Pachelbel. 


ligingly look the other way and he 
hims elf makes spot checks to see if 
anyone is playing too lond hr 
s elling cassettes or hassling 
straphangers, in which case they 
axe quietly ejected. 

So far it is working- And if mu- 
sicians illegally have a hat or empty 
violin case to collect coins this 
again is tolerated within limits. 

“They can't actually ask for 
money. . We know perfectly well 
that some of them get money and 


Although it was all out of hand even make a living from it but we 
and, in the strictest terms, illegal cannot stop people from giving if 


various publications concerning an incident in the Sea of 
Japan wherein a Japanese fishing boat was alleeedlv sunk bv 


the image-conscious Metro author- 
ity, the RATP, amiably decided not 
to eject the musicians but in effect 


they wish. We want everyone to be 
happy. If the traveler is happy and 
the musician is happy, we are 


Japan wherein a Japanese fishing boat was allegedly sunk by 
a falling cow. Yes. According to these articles, winch I swear 
I am not making up, what apparently happened was that the 
crew of a Russian military cargo jet bad stolen some cows in 
Siberia and were flying them home when the cows became 
upset, perhaps because there 


to join them. For the past year they happy. We are there to solve prob- 
bave auditioned would-be Metro lems. not to create them.’’ 


was no in-flight movie. — — — 

So the cows stampeded. The ‘root cause 5 
and the crew, fearing that the - , , , 

plane would crash, opened OI tne problem 
the cargo door and let the jg ; gravity. 

cows run out of the plane at an ° 

altitude of 30,000 feet, which 

is somewhat in excess of the Recommended Safe Falling 
Distance for Cows of 1.3 inches. So you had these cows 
raining down on the Sea of Japan, and one of them, un- 
fortunately, failed to land on George Steinbrenner. But it did 
allegedly strike the Japanese f ishin g boat, which sank. The 
fishermen all survived, although I am betting that they had an 
unpleasant talk with their insurance agent 
I don’t know about you, but when I read about a tragedy like 
this, the phrase that comes into my mind is “major motion 
picture." I’m thinking of something along the lines of “Ti- 
tanic.” You'd have a pair of star-crossed Japanese fish- 
erpersons, played by Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio, 
and just when you think they’re going to overcome the 
obstacles facing them, they hear, in the distance, the chilling 
sound that mariners throughout the ages have always feared 
most of all — “moo” — and then WHAM, the boat is struck 
by a hurtling Hereford. For the remaining 125 minutes of the 
movie, the lovers float romantically around on the wreckage as 
Leonardo proclaims his undying love for Kate and tenderly 
brushes chunks of brisket from her hair. 

But getting back to the worsening gravity problem: 1 wish I 
could tell you that it is limited to cows. But unfortunately I 
cannot, not in light of an article from the Aug. 27. 1997, issue 
of The Calvert County (Maryland) Recorder, sent in by alert 
reader Janice Rohme. This article states that on Aug. 25. 
Gloria Daniels, 68, of Lusby, Maryland, was working in her 
garden with a young neighbor bay when she was hit by a 
falling tomato. Then the boy was hit by a tomato. Then 
tomatoes — more than 30 of them — began rainin g down all 
over her yard. Friends, neigh- 


musicians and issued ID badges to 
those authorized to play. 

The auditions are held twice 
yearly in what is called the mu- 
sicians’ boutique near die Charonne 
station (the next audition is in April) 
and candidates are filmed on video. 
“We don't judge from an academic 
point of view, it’s not an exam to get 
inro the Conservatoire, ’ ' said 
Aderiio Nunes, who heads the pro- 
gram although his full-time job is in 
the anti-fraud division. 

“For one thing. I am not alone. I 
always have RATP employees with 
me, including two from actual sta- 
tions. We put ourselves in die pub- 
lic’s shoes — does it irritate me? 
Shock me? Is it too loud? Are they 
well-behaved? That’s what we judge, 
not whether they are playing die ac- 
cordion or the castanets. Is it pleasant 
or not, char is the first criterion. ‘ ’ 

Successful candidates must 
agree to buy a ticket if they play 
w ithin the subway ’ s precincts. 
They must be decently dressed, and 
cannot be accompanied by children 
or dogs or powerful amplifiers. 
They are then issued a badge with 
their photo and die RATP logo and 
set free to let the music play. 

“Since the badge hais no legal 
value, all we can do if someone 
doesn't obey the rules is refuse to 
renew the badge. That's very rare. 


There are about 300 badged mu- 
sicians as well as a complement of 
intruders, usually, Nunes says, vio- 
linists from East European coun- 
tries. “We don’t want to be too 
hard on them because a lot of them 
don’t have papers and we are not 
the police. We escort them out, 
knowing perfectly well they’ll be 
back 15 minutes later.” 

The musicians are not allowed to 


play on subway platforms or in the 
trains, partly for security reasons 


trains, partly for security reasons 
(they might drown out warning 
whistles). “Studies show that 70 
percent of the public are happy 
having musicians in the stations but 
70 percent are against having them 
on the plaiforms or in subway cars. 
If you're in an open space you can 
avoid them if you like, in a car you 
are a prisoner! The network is big 
enough for everyone to find a place 
in corridors or near entrances.’’ 

Until the introduction of the 
badge musicians skirmished for the 
best stations. “With the badges 
they lose their anonymity and they 
know they’ll lose their right to play 
if they engage in fistfights.” That 


morning in the boutique some of 
the musicians who had dropped by 


the musicians who had dropped by 
for a free coffee were as mannerly 
and tidy as MBA candidates. 

There are nearly 400 Metro 
stops, many of them bereft of mu- 


The badge gives them a sense of sicians who head for the most tour- 


responsibility, almost as if they 
were part of the subway person- 
nel” The police, Nunes says, ob- 


istic or commercial stations. The 
Number 1 Metro line is the most 
sought after. Nunes says they po- 



Sudan, themsel ves oa tfie|s am 2$? • &■ - [: ; r f f 

carding to tixe'scirfaf 

play— ai Auber, a Metro stppndag.: - • - 

the Opera there might bg^asricp- ? v ^ 

I 


Rap doestft seem- to. •*’* 


Springsteen concert : V 

- want to hear him in the Metro. ’ 

At thjeaudiotmstbereare,usi^yv 
about 150 apphc^iUs for ^ ifew- 
places. “Obviously if \ye already 
have 150 accordions we are likely to. _ 
give a place to a harpist because we 
have wily th re e .” They also have 
three groups of a capella singers! 

The encouragement of ' musi- 
cians is part of a; longtime' RXtP 
effort to seem less pohce-and-Bajk- 
form-oriented and to becon» wW. 
Nunes rails "plus cool" If fife; * 


an 




public’s reaction has been positive, 
RATP personnel Nunes says, fcrti 
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RATP personnel Nones says, arts 
very mixed. “The persdd studtin a 
ticket booth .can't stand listening to 
it all day, the others find it gives the- 
Metro a soul” The solution is V 
rule stating that musicians must' 
move on if employees so request 
In time, Nunes imagines building 
special sites for musicians outside 
the stations. Unexpected bonuses 
from encouraging musicians while . 
controlling them have been requests 
from the public for groups to play at 
private parties and invitations to ap- 
pear at municipal fetes. The RATP 
had 20 groups at Metro stations dur- 
ing last'year's midsummer night’s 
annual rae de la Musique and an 
album of RATP music has even 
been suggested. “I’m open to all 
ideas but I don’t want to go too far, 
h’s not my job.” Nunes said. . 

“It started as a humanitarian I 
scheme, then we saw it's not just a : 
question of people in need but that .. 
there is also a real artistic potea- ! 
tiaL” • 

In fact the whole thing could 
reach operatic proportions, but 
Nunes rather hopes not “I have 
only one assistant I don't want if to 
go too far, I don’t really want to be 
.\«u- wm/iHT an impresario,” he said. 
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Tomatoes were 
raining down all 
over her yard. 


bors ■ and the media were 
called in to investigate, but 
nobody could figure out 
where the tomatoes were 
coming from. Rob Teny, the 
reporter who wrote the story 
for The Recorder, states that 


PEOPLE 


A FILMMAKER who unsuccessfully 
sued the makers of “Twister” for 


for The Recorder, states that xYsued the makers of "Twister” for 
while on the scene, he personally was struck by a tomato, and copyright infringement received a bill 
although he quickly investigated, he could find no evidence for about SI. 2 million from their law- 
that it was hurled by pranksters. yers. Lawyers for Michael Crichton, 

I called Gloria Daniels recently and asked her if anybody had Steven Spielberg and other Hollywood 


director and general music director of the vintage prints had been assembled by- 
Deutsche Staatsoper in Berlin. Eugene M. Schwartz, a writer, pub- 

Usher and direct mail-order expert who 


come up with an explanation for the falling tomatoes, and she 
said nobody had. I asked her if she had been in touch with 
anybody at “The X-Files," and she said she’d never heard of iL 
This is a shame, if yon ask me, because this incident could be the 


Steven Spielberg and other Hollywood 
heavyweights filed the bill in U.S. Dis- 


heavyweights filed the bill in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court in St. Louis. Missouri. They 
argued that the lawsuit brought by- 
Stephen Kessler was unreasonable, if 


basis for a terrific episode. Of course, they might have to alter a not frivolous. In his lawsuit, Kessler ac- 


Deutsche Staatsoper in Berlin. 

□ 

The Museum of Modem Ait in New 
York, which was the first major museum 
to show Garry Winogrand’s work, has 
acquired the largest collection of his 
photographs in private hands. The col- 
lection’s more than 200 black-and-white 


died in 1995. and his wife, Barbara, 
avid collectors of contemporary art. 
Most of die photographs date from die 
1 950s through the '70s. and all bear the 
photographer's characteristic off-kilter, 
gently satiric, graceful style. 







few facts slightly. They’d have some scene in an abandoned cused Crichton and Spielberg of stealing 


warehouse, wherein agents Scully and Mulder, their feces tense, his screenplay, ‘ ‘Catch the Wind,” to 4 Star for Miles Davis 


their guns held out in from of them, are going from darkened 
room to darkened room, stalking — and being stalked by — a 
mutant bloodsucking zucchini the size of Shaquille O’Neal. 

But my central point is that, wherever these tomatoes were 
coming from, they would never have represented a threat to 
innocent people, and neither would the cows, and neither would 
the New York building chunks, if they had not been attracted to 
the earth by gravity. FACT: Gravity is a contributing factor in 
nearly 73 percent of all accidents involving felling objects. And 


make ‘ ‘Twister.’ ’ Both stories are about 
storm chasers. A jury rejected Kessler’s 
claim, and he is seeking a new trial. 

□ 

Daniel Barenboim has announced 
that he will remain music director of the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra through 
the 2002-2003 concert season. Under his 


yet the so-called “federal government” does nothing! So I previous three-year contract, Barenboim 
guess it’s up to you and me. Me, I’m going to lie down. was to have conducted the orchestra 


to you and me. Me, l m gomg to lie 
© 1998. The Miami Herald 
Distributed by Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


through its 1 999-2000 season. In addition 
to his position in Chicago, he is artistic 


The Associated Press 

.LOS ANGELES — Quincy 
Jones and Cicely Tyson joined 
more than 300 people to witness the ' 
unveiling of a Hollywood Walk of 
Fame star honoring the late jazz 
great Miles Davis. 

Davis’s star on Hollywood 
Boulevard lies between those hon- 
oring Stevie Wonder and Luis 
Miguel. Davis died in 1991. 


The Spanish movie heartthrob An- 
tonio Banderas will make his debut as 
film director in April with “Crazy in 
Alabama,” starring his wife, Melanie 
Griffith. Daily Variety said. The film is 
an adaptation of Mark Chiidress’snov- 
el of the same title. 
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Graca Machei. the former first lady 
of Mozambique, has been honored for 
her lifelong work with child victims of 
war by the Global Citizens Round Table, 
an organization of international activists 
for democracy. 




On* PtartWTbe AkumkI Bits' 

ONCE IN A LIFETIME — Jack Lemmon, left, and 
Julie Andrews congratulating the director Robert 
Wise on receiving the American Film Institute’s Life 
Achievement Award in Beverly Hills, California,; 
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To reach the ocher side of the world the easy way, use AT&T DIRECT * 1 SERVICE 
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Simply dial the access number for the country you’re in and you'll be 
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connected to English-speaking operators and get AT&T’s quick, dear connections. 




Plus, you can use your AT&T Calling Card or any of these major credit cards. 


Now. what could be easier than that) 
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within your reach. 
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Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide: 

the AT&T Access Number for the country you are caEng from. 2. Dot the phone number you're crfrig. 3. Dial your eard number. 

AT&T ACCESS NUMBERS ■ . 

Au stria »0 022-903-011 Greece* 00-800- J3H Saudi Arabia ». 

Belgium* 0-800-100-10 Irelanda 1-800-550-000 Spain.. 900-99-00-11 

Czech Republic*. 00-42-000-10 1 Israel 1 77-100-2727 Sweden .020-795-81 1 

Egypt* (Cairo)*.... SKMI200 leafy* 172-1011 Switzerland*... 0800-89-0011 

F ™ ee 0-800-99-001 1 Netherlands* 0800-022-91 1 1 United Kingdom 0500-89-0011 
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Germany 0130-0010 . Russia **{Moscow)i 755-5042 United Kingdom* 0800J9-00II 

For access numbers not fisted above ask any operator for AT&T Direct*' Service, or visit our Web sice ac 

http://www.aet.com/eraveler 
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